
International Seminar “Agrarian Reform and Gender” 
 

Declaration of Cochabamba 
 

We are 62 delegates representing peasant and indigenous movements and human rights organizations from 24 countries 
who met in Cochabamba, Bolivia from June 4-8, 2003, convoked by the Global Campaign for Agrarian Reform.  The 
Campaign was initiated by La Vía Campesina and its member organizations such as CLOC (Coordinadora 
Latinoamericana de Organizaciónes del Campo), with FIAN (FoodFirst Information and Action Network) International. The 
objective of the seminar was to share  our experiences regarding the struggle for land and gender equality as well as to 
develop common strategies in pursuit  of our rights.  
 
The agrarian reform processes of the past discriminated against women since in most cases we were not direct 
beneficiaries of the reforms. As peasant and indigenous women we were excluded from the reforms through various legal, 
institutional, cultural and structural mechanisms.  
 
Despite these exclusionary processes, there has been considerable progress in recent years with respect to the 
organization of rural women and the strengthening of both women’s organizations and women’s participation within the 
mixed rural organizations. This on-going process of organization and collective self-empowerment of women has added a 
new dimension which has strengthened the overall struggle for agrarian reform. 
 
We denounce the neo-liberal policies and rural structural reforms of the last decades that have led to violations of the 
human rights of peasants and indigenous peoples. Among the more harmful measures  have been the end of land 
redistribution, the promotion of private ownership and individual titling, and the reduction of land into a mere commodity. 
As peasant and indigenous families we are being dispossessed of  our traditional means of livelihood.  
 
These policies, imposed by the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) with the support of national governments, have primarily benefited large agro-industrial investors and transnational 
corporations. We condemn the neo-liberal economic system that has deepened already existing social and gender 
inequalities. As peasant women and men and indigenous peoples, we have firmly opposed this model.  National 
governments have responded with persecution and repression, jailing and even murdering our members. We specifically 
denounce the persecution, intimidation and murder of peasants and indigenous people in Bolivia, Colombia, Guatemala, 
Indonesia, South Africa and  other countries.  
 
We denounce the complicity and bias of judicial systems that act only in favor of the powerful. Agrarian conflicts are 
treated as if they were criminal matters, when in fact they are problems rooted in social injustice and the violation of human 
rights.  
 
In recent years, the women’s movements in a number of countries have achieved significant gains with respect to formal 
gender equality.  Constitutional and legal reforms in some countries have also led to formal gender equality with respect to 
policies regarding access to land.  Nonetheless, neo-liberal policies that have abetted the concentration of land and other 
productive resources in the hands of a few have mitigated the potential benefits of progress towards gender equality.   In 
some cases the attainment of formal gender equality has primarily benefited middle class women.  It is therefore of utmost 
importance to  highlight the interaction between class, race, ethnicity and gender so that our rights, as poor,  peasant,  
indigenous and black women be recognized and attained in practice.   
 

As peasant and indigenous representatives, we commit ourselves to achieving gender equality in decision-making within 
our organizations, communities and families. Our goal is that women make up 50% of the membership and leadership of 
our mixed organizations and of participants in all our events.   We are convinced that the struggle for gender equality must 
accompany the class struggle for social equality, but it cannot wait until the latter objective is attained; they must go hand 
in hand. We must act now to change the norms and customs of our communities and organizations that discriminate 
against women. We will develop mechanisms within our organizations to denounce violations of the rights of peasant and 
indigenous women on the national as well as international level.  
 



We will act to strengthen the organization, autonomy, unity, and solidarity of peasant and indigenous  organizations as 
these are genuine and permanent expressions of the struggles of our peoples.  Moreover, we consider that peasant and 
indigenous women’s organizations are often in the vanguard of our resistance.   
 
We commit ourselves to continue to carry out research on gender and rural issues in collaboration with researchers 
committed to our struggle. We aim to diffuse this knowledge, to continue to exchange experiences, and thus to enrich the 
reflection of our organizations as well as our  training programs. We must change the mindset as well as the heart and 
soul of the generations of today and of tomorrow.  
 
We will strengthen the struggle for land and territory, for water, and for seeds as part of the struggle for life on our planet. 
The right to feed oneself and the right to land are the human rights of every woman and man.   In order to guarantee that 
women have access to and control over land, rural women must have individual rights to land either as owners or as co-
owners with their spouses and partners in individual land tenure systems, or individual use rights in communal/collective 
land tenure systems. To be able to effectively secure women’s access to land, it is necessary to address the legal, 
institutional, cultural and structural  mechanisms of exclusion.  
 
We will intensify our struggles on both the regional and international levels. We must strengthen  international solidarity as 
well as our existing networks in support of  the struggle for gender equality and access to land. We will broaden our 
campaigns for Agrarian Reform, for Seeds, for Food Sovereignty, and for a Sustainable Peasant Agriculture. We favor and 
will support  governments that implement effective policies of agrarian reform.   
 
We will struggle in support of International Human Rights Covenants and ILO Convention #169. We will promote the 
adoption of an International Convention for the Rights of Peasant Men and Women in the framework of the Charter of the 
United Nations.  
 
We demand the implementation of effective agrarian reforms that fulfil the human right to feed oneself, giving access to 
and control over land, territory, seeds, natural resources, and biological diversity to peasant men and women and 
indigenous communities. We envision the implementation of a family-based model of agriculture that is supported by 
communal/collective forms of organization that allow greater security of land tenure and control over land.  Land should 
belong to those who work it. 
 
We demand food sovereignty and the strengthening of the peasant economy so that rural communities attain sustainable 
livelihoods.  The traditions of rural communities as well as their cultural and spiritual development should be respected.  
 
We demand the end of agrarian policies which discriminate against women. We demand legal and institutional reforms 
that include women and provide us with equality of opportunities, guaranteeing the effective realization of our civil, political, 
economic, social and cultural  rights.  
 
We demand national governments to reject the policies imposed by the World Bank, the IMF and the WTO since these 
policies violate the fundamental rights of female and male citizens. We call on our organizations and other social 
movements to intensify their opposition to these policies through resistance and popular mobilization.  
 
We demand an end to the criminalization of acts of resistance and social protest. We also demand the immediate liberty of 
political prisoners and prisoners of conscience, women and men, throughout the world. We demand the independence and 
impartiality of judicial systems so that compliance with human rights becomes the fundamental cornerstone of our 
societies.  
 

Food, Land and Freedom 
 

Globalize the struggle! Globalize the hope! 


