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,,Nothing would have
changed here, in Tucurui,
without FIAN. We would
like to thank FIAN for all
the letters. The authori-
ties have resettled us on
a new land.*

Joao da Costa Nunes,
Landworker, Brazil.
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F oodfirst

promotes the fundamental human right
to food. This human right is enshrined in
the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights of the United
Nations.

| nformation

FIAN informs victims about their right to
feed themselves and alerts the general
public about violations of this right.

A ction

This is the centre piece of FIAN's work.
Through its activities, FIAN supports the
struggle of victims'groups against violati-
ons of their right to feed themselves.
Many interventions are successful. With
the help of FIAN, the victims'situation
improved.

N etwork

FIAN is a network of members, sections
and coordinations in more than 60 coun-
tries all over the world, joining hands for
the realisation of the right to feed one-
self.

AN
ood First

HUNGER and MALNUTRITION

About 800 million people suffer
from malnutrition = 1 out 7 inhabi-
tants of our planet

About 30 million people still die
every year due to hunger and mal-
nutrition.

Food production grows faster than
the world population. There is
enough food for all.

80% of all of the world’s hungry live
in rural areas where food is pro-
duced.

Today, people are starving not because not

enough food is produced but because they

are victims of injustice. To feed

oneself in dignity is a human

right. If there are so many people

currently suffering from hunger

and malnutrition, it is because

their right to adequate food is vio-

lated. That is why FIAN fights against vio-
lations of this fundamental human right.

THE RIGHT TO ADEQUATE FOOD

The right to adequate food is enshrined in international law, such as in the
United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in its International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. However, states continue
not fulfilling their legal obligations, leading or tolerating the destruction of peoples’
means of subsistence.

Concretely, violations of the right to adequate food are the result of actions
such as the forcible eviction of indigenous people from their traditional land, or
the destruction of fishermen livelihood due to the pollution of fishing grounds,
etc.

Within a society, certain groups are much more vulnerable to these violations.
Indeed, groups like landless peasants, indigenous people, rural women, unem-
ployed people are much likely to be victims of the destruction of their live-
lihood and therefore of violations of their right to feed themselves.

FIAN successfully supports these groups and you can join us to help them.
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nformation
INFORMATION

Telling victims they have rights!

In the first place, FIAN informs victims or vulnerable groups that to feed oneself in
dignity is a human right. FIAN also helps them to identify and use the legal and
political mechanisms at disposal.

Human rights education and training

Economic, social and cultural rights strongly need to be explained and promoted.
Indeed, despite undoubtedly concerning all of us, they still remain unknown
amongst the general public. FIAN, therefore, through its sections and local
groups, carries out activities aimed at promoting human rights as a whole, espe-
cially the right to feed oneself. Firstly, FIAN places complete and reliable docu-
mentation on economic rights and food security at the disposal of human rights
activists, students and teachers. In addition, FIAN provides training for activists
who in turn will be able to educate a larger proportion of the general public on
these rights, especially vulnerable individuals and groups. Once the basic know-
ledge is gained, future multipliers will also receive specific training on the United
Nations system and FIAN means of action.
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FIAN : INTERVENING AGAINST VIOLATIONS OF THE RIGHT
TO FEED ONESELF

Our Non-Governmental Organisation is a network of individual activists, local
groups, coordinations and national sections, present in 60 countries. The suc-
cess of our work is essentially based on the active participation of our members
in the actions we carry out.

FIAN golden rules for interventions :

* we act solely on the express request of the victims ;

* thanks to our presence in the field, we are able to establish a reliable and
complete file on the violation of the right to adequate food ;

* we prepare then a sound background and a draft protest letter to the authori-
ties responsible for the violation ;

* by participating in letter campaigns, our members make the voice of the vic-
tims heard on an international level ;

* FIAN ensures the follow-up of the case until the violation has ceased.

OUR ACTIONS ARE SUCCESSFUL

In a majority of FIAN cases, the action has a measurable positive impact on the
situation of the victims.

An intervention is fully successful whenever the authorities act accor-

ding to all demands made by the group of victims and whenever

their right to adequate food is fully realised. Besides such best of

cases stories, FIAN interventions can also lead to an improvement of

the situation for the victims and to an empowerment of the oppressed.

Through FIAN interventions, awareness is raised among the victims that it is

rightful to struggle for one’s economic and social rights. Awareness is also raised

among national authorities, international organisations, such as the World

Bank, and transnational companies, such as mining corporations, that the

human rights violations do not remain unobserved and unquestioned by the
international public.
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FIAN support to the Mexican indigenous

community Amador Hernandez : illegal
land occupation defeated!

Period of intervention: 1999-2000
TN Location: Ocosingo district, Chiapas, Mexico

Q\ \\r\ Victims: more than 600 Tzeltales indigenous families of the com-
AR p munity Amador Hernandez

\{ h *] Violation of the right to food: the community faced an illegal
e occupation of parts of its lands through a military camp of the
h Mexican army. The presence of the soldiers represented a threat
for the Tzeltales to lose control on their territory and on food
supply. Without the land on which they have been living and cul-
tivating for generations, the community members are deprived
of their basic means of livelihood.
FIAN Action: on October, 27th, 1999, the first FIAN Hotline, i.e. a campaign of protest letters,
was launched denouncing with the President Zedillo the unacceptable situation faced by the
community. However, the violence and the harassment by the soldiers went on. Therefore, in
October 2000, FIAN International Secretariat directly addressed President Zedillo to put pressure
in favour of the community.

When the strength of a community and the relentlessness of
an NGO ends up paying off...

Since the 1994 Zapatist insurgency, the government of Mexico had deployed a
massive military presence in the Federal State of Chiapas. One of its most worry-
ing actions was the illegal occupation of indigenous land. For more than one year,
the Mexican military had been illegally occupying parts of Tzeltales land in
Amador Hernandez. The community’s main source of livelihood is agriculture. The
community (about 600 families) has a property title to these lands and is therefore
legally entitled to freely exercise its land rights. However, the land was illegally
occupied and crops destroyed by the soldiers. Moreover, on October, 18th, 2000,
during the last days of his administration, President Zedillo signed the expropria-
tion in favour of the military camp. lllegal occupation and expropriation of indige-
nous land represented breaches of the Mexican State’s obligation to respect the
community’s right to food as recognised in Art. 11 of the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. It also violated Convention 169 of the
International Labour Organisation according to which Mexico has to guarantee
the effective protection of indigenous community’s rights to land. The community
Amador Hernandez asked FIAN to support them in the struggle to get their rights
to food and to land respected.

Three days before Christmas, the military left the lands of the community
and the new President Fox finally canceled the order of expropriation signed
by the ex-president in October. The indigenous peasants can work on their
land and feed their families again.
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A minimum wage for manual scavengers :

a first step towards the realisation of their
human right to feed themselves in dignity

Period of intervention: 2001

Location: Mohammadabad, Ghazipur, Uttar Pradesh, Northern
India

Victims: 22 manual scavengers (people manually removing
human excreta)

Violation of the right to food: The manual scavengers were
suffering not only from appalling working conditions, but they
were also merely paid Rs. 35 per day instead of Rs. 42,50, the
official minimum wage rate. By denying these scavengers their
minimum wages, the Ghazipur Municipal authorities violated the
scavengers' human right to feed themselves.

FIAN Action: In April 2001, FIAN International Secretariat launched a Hotline, demanding
manual scavengers* minimum wages to be paid according to the Minimum Wages legisla-
tion in Uttar Pradesh.

Minimum wage for the Poorest of the Poor: a measure against
»fatality* and in favour of dignity

In India, minimum wages are necessary for the realisation of the human right to
feed oneself. The struggle for the implementation of minimum wages is therefore
linked to the realisation of the human right to food. Even when they become aware
of their rights, manual scavengers are often unable to demand higher wages or
sanitary instruments for use in the collection of human excreta: ”When we ask our
rights from the government, the municipality officials threaten to fire us. So we
don‘t say anything. This is what happens to people who demand their rights.” The
situation of the scavengers is further complicated by the caste tradition. Indeed,
their occupation is seen as something for the ”lowest of the low”. It is still largely
seen as a hereditary occupation. This prevents alternative employment for these
persons. The scavengers suffer appalling working conditions, having usually
nothing more than a broom and a tin plate for cleaning human excreta either in pri-
vate houses or for the municipality. The health risks involved in this work under
these conditions are considerable.

In Ghazipur many scavengers‘ employed by the Municipal corporation in different
townships are not considered permanent workers. The government is unwilling to
appoint them officially as permanent workers as it would mean to provide them
specific rights like social security, maternity leave, sick leave etc..

Despite all these hindrances against the realisation of the scavengersright to feed
themselves, the struggle for human rights in Ghazipur has started to bear fruit.

Thanks to FIAN Uttar Pradesh’s and FIAN Ghazipur unit’s effort, and thanks
to the support of FIAN members all over the world, the relevant authori-
ties have finally agreed to the payment of Rs. 42, 60 to these scavengers
who have been demanding their minimum wages since 1999.
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A great success of the Agrarian Reform

Campaign: property titles finally granted
to landless families in Honduras

Period of intervention: 2000

Location: Silin, Trujillo, Colén Department, Honduras

Victims: 900 peasant families

Violation of the right to food: Failure to implement Agrarian
reform programs, and to redistribute land to landless peasants,
who are the legal beneficiaries of this land.

FIAN Action: At the end of July 2000, FIAN and Via Campesina
launched an action to help the peasant families who peacefully
occupied Honduran State land in Silin. The families protested
against the monopolising of the land by the region’s large land-
owners.

World solidarity for more justice on the land: the victory of the
landless

In Honduras, men and women farmers without land represent about 40 % of the
rural population. These families live in extreme poverty. The Agrarian Reform laws
stipulate that State land like the one in Silin must be transferred to the landless by
the National Agrarian Institute, INA. However, for several years the INA did not
comply. The big landlords of the area managed to make the authorities of the
Trujillo municipality to illegally sell land to them, even though the 5,724 hectares
belonged to INA. Furthermore, the land in Silin includes the area of the former
Regional Centre for Military Training (CREM), which must be integrated to the
Agrarian Reform process. Following peasant actions, the Director of INA initiated
to investigate the illegal transfers of the past and asked the Attorney General of
the Republic to nullify them, so that INA could procede to transfer the land to the
landless. In Mai 2000, 900 peasant families entered to peacefully occupy the area.
There were strong attacks, threats and harassment by the big landowners against
the Director of INA and against the peasant groups. In the case of Silin, the State
has not fulfilled its obligation to guarantee the right to food of the peasant fami-
lies by implementing the Agrarian Reform.

At an international conference, the ”International Encounter of the
Landless” in Honduras, July 2000, more than 80 delegates from 24 coun-
tries in the world visited these families to support their fight for land and
for a dignified life. Pressured by this international help, the Honduran
President personally handed over the property titles to 45 peasant co-
operatives in October 2000. Thanks to the courage and the efforts of the
peasant families of Silin, land that had been misused by the government
has finally come to be a source of life.
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International Campaigns

International campaigns are specifically aimed at increasing international public
awareness on large scale problems. They are initiated by FIAN International, FIAN
sections then get involved, with the co-operation of other organisations and associa-
tions.

The Global Campaign for Agrarian Reform

The Global Campaign for Agrarian Reform is the current FIAN campaign, launched
in co-operation with the international peasants movement La Via Campesina.
Discussing agrarian reform today means discussing the access to land of the land-
less and poor peasant families. Agrarian reform also requires a new approach to
future agriculture and countryside management and concerns the whole society.
It has a human rights perspective and several dimensions: social, economic, en-
vironmental, as well as product quality and sustainable development.

The main task of the cam-

paign is to support the
existing national pea- 4.
sants’ movements, which 1
are struggling for agrarian
reform in their own coun-
try. It also promotes lobby
work at an international
level aimed at making
agrarian reform an agen-
da priority in the field of
agrarian policies, human
rights and development
co-operation. In addition to national authorities, FIAN also puts pressure on inter-
national organisations like the World Bank in order to make their land policies
changed. Indeed, the model of agrarian reform supported by the World Bank is
based on the market and makes land a mere commodity. This does not guarantee
the realisation of the right of poor peasant farmers to have access to land and
other productive resources enabling them to feed themselves in a dignity.

Photo: Ralf Leonhard

The intervention on the case of landless peasants in Silin, Honduras (see p.8) is
one of the various successes achieved by the campaign. In addition to the emer-
gency network distributing specific protest letter actions, other concrete tools are
proposed in the framework of the Agrarian Reform Campaign. Several Fact-
Finding Missions have been carried out and have evaluated the implementation
of agrarian reform programs (e.g. in Brazil and Philippines), they identified new
cases for FIAN actions and established an expertise on the basis of which FIAN
and national movements can pressurize the concerned authorities.



Fl N
ction

Lobbying at the international level

FIAN benefits from a consultative status with the United Nations and other inter-
national institutions. FIAN provides expertise and information on the compliance
of the states with the international conventions and obligations they accepted.
FIAN also contributes to improve and develop international human rights law. It is
a long run activity and a full part of the general FIAN action towards a better rea-
lisation of the right to feed oneself.

The International Code of Conduct on the Right to Adequate Food, drafted by
FIAN in close cooperation with other NGOs, is one of the achievements in the
field of lobby work. The idea of a Code of Conduct arose at the occasion of the
World Food Summit organised in Rome in 1996 by the UN Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO). The draft of the Code has been available and promoted since
September 1997. This document should indeed become a fundamental tool for
the international community. The Code explains the right to food, details the states’
obligations at national and international level. It also defines the responsability of
intergovernmental organisations like the World Bank or the WTO, as well as the
one of civil society, i.e. individuals, NGOs and transnational companies.

Today, the Draft of the Code of
Conduct is supported worldwi-
de by more than 800 NGOs.
Furthermore, the FIAN Draft
has gained the recognition of
the United Nations experts.
Indeed, the Draft Code of
Conduct has largely inspired
certain official UN documents,
like the 1999 General Comment
12 on the implementation of
the right to food. The next
major step for the promotion of
the Draft will be the follow-up
conference of the 1996 World
Food Summit, ,,Rome, 5 years
later” to be held in November
2001. FIAN and many other
NGOs will ally their efforts to
obtain from the states the sup-
port of the Draft and its adopti-
on in an official document.

Photo: Simone Pingel
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The work in the sections : FIAN close to its members

There are FIAN sections and co-ordi-
nations, present in almost twenty sta-
tes. In the North as well as in the
South they provide the key to the
organisation’s work at the local
level. In addition to participating in
actions prepared by FIAN Inter-
national, they carry out the dissemi-
nation of FIAN's message, publica-
tions and actions among individual
members and interested people on
their national territory; they are invol-
ved in campaigns launched by FIAN
International; they develop their own
activities related to the right to feed
oneself, they are involved in lobby
work with foreign representatives or
national authorities regarding the re-
alisation of the right to feed oneself.
They play an essential role in the
field of human rights education and
produce their own educational mate-
rial. Lastly, thanks to sections and
coordinations, the organisation grows
and gains new members.

Photo: Vivant Univers

Case work : long term support turning to friendship

When FIAN International considers that a case falls into its mandates and must be
followed up on a longer term basis, it passes the case on to a local group of FIAN
members. This group will have more time to concentrate on this precise case. On
the basis of the actions and research already conducted, the local group usually
gets directly in touch with the victims or their support group. The FIAN local group
then concretely works towards the realisation of the right to feed oneself. In the
long run, it monitors the progress made towards this realisation and ensures that
this right is respected.
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FIAN's success depends on your
participation

You can become a member,
participate in our activities and
contribute to FIAN's evolution
You can also make a donation
and help us carrying on activi-
ties to implement the human
right to feed oneself

Please send back or fax the tag
below duely filled out. You can
also ask for our publications list
and order selected items.

FIAN International Secretariat
P.O. Box 10 22 43

D-69012 Heidelberg
Germany

Tel: +49 .6221 830 620 Bank account:

Fax: +49 .6221 830 545 Postbank Frankfurt
email: fian@fian.org Swift: PBNKDEFF
Web: www.fian.org CCP No 201 080-601
BLZ 500 100 60




