
 

 

 

 
Statement of FIAN International to the 26th Session of the Human Rights Council 

Item 3 – Interactive dialogue with the working group on the issue of 
discrimination against women  

 

Read by Ana Maria Suarez Franco or Caterina Cilfone 
 
Mr President,  
 
FIAN International, an NGO working for the right to adequate food in 50 countries worldwide, places a 
special focus on women’s rights and gender; particularly regarding the realization of women’s right to 
adequate food.  
 
FIAN’s case-work has showed that where the right to adequate food is violated or threatened, women and girls 
are often the most severely affected. In many countries, the persistence of patriarchal practices and gender 
unbalanced customary laws produce inequalities in the division of agricultural labor, and limit women’s 
access, control and ownership of land and other natural resources. In many cases women are condemned to 
unpaid or informal work, including in care and agricultural activities. These discriminatory practices lead to 
violations of women’s right to food, nutrition and health.  
Based on its experience, FIAN advocates for the rights of rural women, particularly in the framework of the 
process towards the adoption of a Declaration on peasants’ rights, which FIAN will continue fully supporting.  
 
Furthermore, FIAN has observed the systematic impacts of transnational corporations (TNCs) and similar 
businesses' activities on women's rights. Of special concern are the gender differentiated impacts of extractive 
industries, which mostly employ men for their activities leaving women alone in their households taking care 
of their families, and in many cases resorting to informal or harmful employment to earn money, including 
prostitution. Women’s role as care givers also frequently increases by having to take care of family members 
who have become critically, sometimes terminally, sick from the effects of mining such as contaminated water 
supplies. Furthermore, women are especially affected by the current agri-business led food systems that make 
it more difficult to access resources, markets and enjoy adequate nutrition.    
Given this, FIAN calls on the Human Rights Council to continue supporting the work of the 
Intergovernmental Working Group on the rights of peasants and other people living in rural areas, by 
extending its mandate. The group should ensure that gender balance and women rights are fully included in the 
discussions and duly in the declaration.  
 
Moreover, we call on the Council to take clear steps towards the adoption of a legally binding instrument on 
TNCs and human rights, through the creation of an intergovernmental working group tasked with a drafting 
mandate. Such a group should start exploring opportunities for a legally binding framework that would allow 
tackling human rights violations committed by TNCs, taking into account the gender perspective and 
addressing discriminatory practices and impacts of companies’ activities on the rights of women.  
 
Thank you Mr President.  


