
 

 

 

 
Statement of FIAN International to the 26th Session of the Human Rights Council 

Item 3 – Interactive dialogue with the working group on human rights and 
business 

 
Read by Ana María Suárez Franco       

Permanent Representative of  
FIAN International to the United Nations  

 

Mr President,  

FIAN International is a NGO working for 28 years on the right to adequate food. FIAN works very closely 
with communities affected by violations of this human right in over 50 countries worldwide. During this time 
we have documented plenty of cases in which such violations have been perpetrated directly by transnational 
corporations or with their complicity.  Impunity is the rule.  
 
As part of the Treaty Alliance (www.treatymovement.com), a global initiative supported by more than 500 
civil society organizations, campaigns, networks and social movements and 200 individuals, in 95 countries, 
FIAN advocates for the creation of an open- ended intergovernmental working group to draft a legally binding 
international instrument that: affirms the applicability of human rights obligations to the operations of 
transnational corporations; requires States Parties to monitor and regulate the operations of business 
enterprises under their jurisdiction; provides for the legal liability for business enterprises for acts or omissions 
that infringe human rights, provides for access to an effective remedy by any State concerned; and provides for 
an international monitoring and accountability mechanism.  
 
We observe that the existing regulatory instruments, still maintains gaps in the protection of human rights, as 
for example those caused by the asymmetries existing between the law applicable to TNCs in the framework 
of trade and investment treaties and those protecting human rights.  
 
Moreover we are concerned about the lack of remedies for the victims of violations caused directly or with the 
complicity of companies. Our experience shows that existing voluntary standards are not sufficient to ensure 
effective preventive measures or adequate remedies to the victims. 
 
Even if National Action Plans are implemented for the Guiding Principles, these and other gaps will not be 
covered.  Additional lack of protection also takes place when the concerned states and/or companies do not 
have the political will to implement such plans.  
 
We ask the working group:  

What measures can the working group take under its mandate to overcome the asymmetries in regulation of 
TNCs and Human rights? 
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Which steps can be taken under the mandate of the working group to internationally guarantee preventive or 
remedy mechanisms to the victims, especially when they live under a different territory to the home offices of 
the perpetrators?   

We have not found the answers and therefore call upon states members to respond to civil society and social 
movements requests to open the debate on the topic, take it off from the hands of a few experts and generate 
an open and transparent public debate with states that puts  the rights holders and specially the most vulnerable 
communities at the centre for the debate, recognizing the primacy of human rights. 
 
Thank you Mr. President. 
 

Geneva, the 11th of June, 2014 

 

 


