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Linking social struggles:  
Can the path towards human rights compliant, holistic and sustainable 

food systems serve to unify struggles? 

Geneva, 24-26 June 2014 

Program 

Tuesday, 24 June 
 
9:00 Introduction to the seminar 

Introductions and visualization of participants based on written responses 
Participants will have been asked in advance to prepare their introductions by sharing 
the following information: 

 With which components, elements or aspects of food systems are you most 
concerned? 

 Which areas need more work? 

 What linkages/alliances are you most interested in building/strengthening?  
 
Overview of program 
Operational issues 

 
9:45 Presentations and discussions: Framing the seminar 

The importance of linking social struggles for the realization of the right to adequate food and 
nutrition 
Flavio Valente 
 
The Maastricht ETO Principles in the struggle for rights based food systems 
Rolf Kunnemann 
 
Can food systems serve to unify social struggles and realize food sovereignty? 
Maryam Rahmanian 
 
Women's rights at the core of human rights compliant, holistic and sustainable food systems 
Savi Bisnath 
 

11:00 Coffee break 
 
11:15 Working groups: Food systems and our struggles 

Participants will split into working groups. Each working group should have a good mix of 
participants working with different aspects of food systems. Working groups will discuss the 
following guiding questions. 
 
Guiding questions: 
(1) What have been the challenges faced, and our struggles to overcome these, in regards to the 
various food production models (including the corporate-agribusiness model) that undermine 
the access to natural resources and livelihoods of food producers, female and male (including 
workers), biodiversity, the environment, climate change, nutrition and health? 
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(2) What have been the challenges faced, and our struggles to overcome these, in regards to the 
impacts of food markets, trade and the concentration and verticalization of production, 
processing and distribution in the hands of a few transnational corporations (TNCs) on small-
scale, male and female, food producers and retailers (including workers), environmental 
pollution, climate change, and nutrition and health? 
(3) What have been the challenges faced, and our struggles to overcome these, as a result of the 
domination of food systems by large food TNCs (“Big Food”) in regards to consumption patterns, 
nutrition, and health; and in the reverse, as a result of the domination of consumption patterns, 
nutrition, and health by large food TNCs on food systems? 
(4) What have been the challenges faced, and our struggles to overcome these, in regards to 
global and national food and nutrition governance structures and initiatives, such as the G8 New 
Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition, the Global Redesign Initiative, the UN Standing 
Committee on Nutrition (SCN), the Second International Conference on Nutrition (ICN2), the 
Committee on World Food Security (CFS), under the growing influence/ capture of TNCs over 
these decision-making bodies on the right to adequate food and nutrition and food sovereignty? 

 
13:00 Lunch break 
 
14:00 Continuation of discussions in working groups 
 
15:30 Coffee break 
 
15:45 Presentation of working group results and discussion in plenary 
 
17:00 Conclusions of day one 
 
 
Wednesday, 25 June 
 
9:00 Presentation and discussion: Human rights obligations beyond borders, TNCs, globalization 

and food systems 
TNCs and the attempts to globalize and monopolize food systems 
Thomas Braunschweig 

 
9:45 Presentation and discussion: The ICN2, nutrition and social movements 
 Flavio Valente 
 
10:45 Coffee break 
 
11:00 Working groups: Forging the way forward  

Participants will split into working groups. Participants will have proposed topics/processes for 
working groups to discuss based on common priorities with the purpose of elaborating joint 
strategies. The following questions could serve as a guide for participants to identify common 
priorities and to formulate strategies during the working group discussions. 
 
Guiding questions: 
(1) How are the different components, elements or aspects of a food system (e.g. farming, farm-
related income, food distribution systems, food prices, workers' wages, and nutrition policies) 
connected? Are there tensions or trade-offs between the different parts/constituencies/interest 
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groups? How can these be addressed/resolved? 
(2) How does a human rights based food system relate to the larger national economy? 
(3) Which strategic options exist for the struggle against corporate control of food systems? 
(4) How can different constituencies collaborate with one another towards the development of 
future common strategies to overcome the fragmentations in existing governance structures and 
initiatives? 
(5) How can different constituencies collaborate with one another towards the development of 
future common strategies to overcome the impacts of the various different food production 
models (including the corporate-agribusiness model) on access to natural resources and 
livelihoods of food producers, female and male (including workers), biodiversity, the 
environment, climate change, nutrition and health? 

 
13:00 Lunch break 
 
14:00 Continuation of working groups: Forging the way forward 
 
15:00  Coffee break 
 
15:15  Presentation of working group results and discussion in plenary  
 
16:00  Conclusions of day two 
 
 
Thursday, 26 June 
 
9:00 Working groups: The role of human rights obligations, in particular ETOs, in forging the way 

forward for rights based food systems 
Participants will break into three working groups, each of which is moderated by a group of 
experts on the subjects. 

 
Working Group 1: ETOs to regulate TNCs (to stop resources grab, eco-destruction, etc.) 

 
Working Group 2: Food related trade and investment; financial regulation and fiscal policies; 
and International Financial Institutions. 

 
Working Group 3: ETOs to roll back corporate influence over global food and nutrition 
governance: reestablishing the primacy of human rights (UN, multi-stakeholder initiatives, 
Post-2015) 

  
10:30 Coffee break 
 
10:45 Presentation of working group results and discussion in plenary 
 
12:00 Conclusion and the way forward 
 
13:00 Lunch 
 
14:00 ETO Consortium Focal Groups Closed Internal Session   


