Success Case

Right to Water Realized in village—-Ganeshpur,
Bachharawa, Raebareli,U.P. India

At least we got safe
drinking water and my '
grand children will not %
suffer. Thanks to
FIAN and all who
accompanied us in our

long struggle.
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Process adopted by FIAN

FIAN started the case work in 2008 for 300 people of Ganeshpur. In 2009 community
meeting, training of trainers, press conference and Fact Finding Mission has been
organized. In October 2010 the water department of Uttar Pradesh appointed two
permanent staffs to start continuous water supply to said village.

Background

Case: Violation of the right to water of the people in Ganeshpur Tadipur village,

block Bachharawa, district of Rai Bareli, UP

“Even animals and birds are not drinking the water”.(teacher of the government primary
school)

Village: Ganeshpur Tadipur
District: Rai Bareli, UP

Block: Bachharawa
Community: Majority of Dalits
Households: 90 (300 people)

Government’s obligation under International and National Law

In 1979 the Indian government ratified the UN International Convention on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights and has obligation under international and national law to take measures
to ensure adequate, safe, accessible and affordable water for all its citizens. Article 21 of
Indian Constitution also ensures Right to Life and without Right to Water this is not possible.

In the village of Ganeshpur there are 90 families; 300 people. Most of the villagers are Dalits,
and are agricultural wage labourers without much land on their own.

Violation of right to water
The villagers informed that the water they get from the hand pump has a yellowish colour and
that it is so salty that it is impossible to drink it. The inhabitants of the village, including
children and women, reported that drinking water from the hand pump give them diseases
like; skin allergy, diarrhoea, stones, tape worms, jaundice etc.

They also said that salty water has bad affect on the production of the crops in the area. Their
life stock have to drink water from the canal nearby which also takes up time that should be
used for other types of work.

Since the water from the hand pump is not drinkable in the village the villagers, mostly
women and children, have to collect water which from the nearby village Trdipur. The whole
process takes about 3 hours including the queuing in the waterline. This process has to be
repeated several times during the day. The women also reports that during the times of water
shortage they will be the last in line or they might not get water at all, especially those that
belongs to the Dalit caste. Sometimes they also experience clashes.



According to the villagers one family of 4-5 people needs five buckets of 10 liters of water
daily for drinking and cooking only. One of the women claims that; “life is disturbed — they
have to go 1-3 hours to take drinking water for cooking purposes. The water is so salty that
not even the animals drink it. Before they were not aware of the situation, but now they are.
When people by accident or emergency drink the water they get skin disease, lever problems,
bone disease, jaundice etc. People above 55 years of age in the village suffer from back bone
disease etc”. During rainy season they are unable to get water at all and are obliged to collect
rain water in utensils. Often this is not sufficient and they are therefore forced to drink the
village hand pump water.

The villagers of Ganeshpur complained about the lack of safe drinking water and that the
collection of pure water is so time consuming that it steals so much time from other chores
they have to do that it affects their labour time and food intake.

The teachers of the village said that the children in school all seemed to be of bad health;
weak, small for their age, with bad teeth, diarrhoea and worms. As explained by the teachers,
due to the water the children are not fully benefiting from the mid-day meal scheme. The
teachers themselves do not drink from the water in the village, but bring from home and give
the children time to go home and fetch pure water that have been collected from the nearby
village. The water for cooking the mid-day meal is also collected from the neighbour village.

Demands

Since many years the people of Ganeshpur have not had access to clean and safe drinking
water as the water extracted from the two village hand pumps is saline. According to the
people of Ganeshpur, the water is highly unsuitable for both drinking, cooking, bathing and as
drinking source for the livestock. In this regard, the demands made by the villagers to the
Indian authorities are;

e Respect for their right to water by ensuring access to safe drinking water to the

inhabitants of Ganeshpur village
e Tests of the water quality

FIAN recommends:
e While ensuring access to safe drinking water, environmental sustainability of the
ground water level source should be taken into consideration.
e Technical examinations should be carried out in order to reveal the actual situation and
the best sustainable solution for providing safe and clean drinking water for the
village.

Meeting with the authorities

After the visit in Ganeshpur village in 2009 FIAN international team comprising Norway,
Nepal and U.P. members met Mr. A. K. Srivastava, Managing Director the U.P. Jal Nigam
(Water corporation). He confirmed that he already had realised that the water in the area is so
salty that is destroying crops. He showed great concern for the case and promised to take
action to ensure clean drinking water for the village. The FIAN members brought Mr.
Srivastava a sample of the water of the hand pump of the village and he immediately ordered
a test of the water sample to be conducted. On behalf of the concerned citizens of Norway the
FIAN team handed over a petition demanding the fulfilment of the right to clean drinking
water for the citizens of Ganeshpur village.



Concluding remarks

The FIAN team through its investigation has confirmed that the right to water is being
violated for the people of Ganeshpur village. The team is pleased with the concern and
promises made by the Director of U.P. Jal Nigam, Mr. Srivastava and hopes that the situation
will be solved as soon as possible.
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Photo of the women of Ganeshpur, bringing water from neighbouring village Tadipur



Photo of the Children of Ganeshpur, bringing water from neighbouring village Tadipur
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Handpump of Ganeshpur villages (in year 2008-09



FIAN community training programme, Mr. Prabhulal, FIAN U.P. speaking as faciltator
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FIAN FFM team from Norway, Nepal and U.P. visited Ganeshjpur in 2009 and meeting
with victims in leadership of Mr. Hemraj, community leader
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FIAN team members handing over the water sample from Ganeshpur and solidarity postcards
signed by people of Norway to Mr. A.K.Srivastava, Managing Director, Water Department,
Govt.of U.P. in Lucknow on Nov.25, 2009
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Thanks and success celebration meeting by community people of Ganeshpur in
leadership of Mr. Hemraj on Oct.26, 2010 after the success of the case

U.P. Govt. installed new water pump and appointed two staff
for regular supply of water



Annexture -1

Dr. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN

Member of Pardiament (Rajya Sabha)

Solidarity letters and communication

Off.: B-3/73, Safdarung Enclave,
Mew Delni-1 10028

Mobile : 09868181909

Ph.: 011-26102873, 26104773
E-mail ; emsnmp @ gmail.com

15% September, 2010
To,

Mr. A. K. Srivastava
Managing Director

Uttar Pradesh Jal Nigam
Rana Pratap Marg
Lucknow-226001

Sub. Grievances of 1500 people of Ganesh Pur, Tadipur,
Bachharawa, Dist. Rae Bareli regarding the problem of
, drinking water

Dear Mr. Srivastava,

I came to know about suffering of 1500 people of said village by
report sent by FIAN to me. The villagers complained that the water they
get from the hand pump has a yellowish colour and too salty to drink,
The inhabitants of the village, including children and women, reported
that drinking water from the hand pump cause them diseases like; skin
allergy, diarrhoea, stones, tape worms, jaundice etc.

Since the water from the hand pump is not drinkable in the village
the villagers, mostly women and children, have to collect water which
from the nearby village Tadipur. The whole process takes about 3 hours
including the queuing at the hand pump. It has to be repeated several
times during the day. The women also reported that during the times of
water shortage they will be the last in line or they might not get water at
all, especially those that belongs to the Dalit. Sometimes they also
experience clashes.

According to the villagers one family of 4-5 people needs five
buckets of 10 litres of water daily for drinking and cooking. One of the
women claims that; “life is disturbed — they have to g0 1-3 hours to take
drinking water for cooking purposes. The water is so salty that not'even
the animals drink it. Before they were not aware of the situation, but now
they are. When people by accident or emergency drink the water they get
skin disease, lever problems, bone disease, jaundice etc. People above 50
years of age in the village suffer from back bone disease ete”. During
rainy season they are unable to get water at all and are obliged to collect

Res.: 801, Brahmaputra Apariment, Dr. B D Marg, New Delhi-110 001
Tel.: 011-23766540



Off.: B-3/73, Saldarjung Enclave,
New Dethi-110025

Mabile - 09868181909

Ph.: 011-26102873, 26104773
E-mail : emzsnmp @& gmail_.com

Dr. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN
Memiwer of Padiament (Rajya Sabha)
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rain water in utensils. Often this is not sufficient and they are therefore
forced to drink the village hand pump water.

The villagers of Ganeshpur complained about the lack of safe
drinking water and that the collection of pure water is so time consuming
that it steals so much time from other chores they have to do that it
affects their labour time and food intake.

The teachers of government primary school of the village told
reported that the children in school all seemed to be of bad health; weak,
small for their age, with bad teeth, diarrhoea and worms. As explained
by the teachers, due to the water the children are not fully benefiting
from’ the mid-day meal scheme. The teachers themselves do not drink
from the water in the village, but bring from home and give the children
time to go home and fetch pure water that have been collected from the
nearby village. The water for cooking the mid-day meal is also collected
from the neighbour village and it used to adverse affect regular
distribution of Mid Day Meal to the school children,

As you must have aware about that under the Rajiv Gandhi Rural
Drinking Water Mission, to provide drinking water is priority of the
government.

So I ask you to take this issue as an urgent matter and ensure the
implementation of the high priority programme.
Thanking vou in advance.
Yours sincerely,
2 (\ s

(E.M. Su na Nachiappan)
Member of Parlia:e:nent

A,

Res.: 601, Brahmaputra Apartment, Or. 8 D Marg, New Delhi-110 001
Tel: 011-23766540
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ULP (TNDJA) SECTION
UTTAR PRADESH A-B, Sarvoday Nagar, Indira Nagar,
EEETL WErer Lucknow-226 016 U.F. India
INTERMATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS ORGAMNISATION Tel. : 0091-522-2349556, Fax-2355534

FOR THE RIGHT TO FEED ONESELF E-mail : fianup@yahoo.com

573/ BO7.2110

08.07.2010
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FIAMN INTERNATIOMAL SECRETARIAT :
PO, Box 10 22 43, D450012 Heidelberg, Germany
Tel : +49-8221-830620 Fax : «48-6221-830545
Wb - v fian. org
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