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About FIAN

FIAN is a human rights organization with an International 
Secretariat based in Heidelberg, Germany, and Geneva, 
Switzerland, and national representations in currently 
18 countries. Founded in 1986, FIAN celebrated its 25 th  
anniversary in 2011 – 25 years supporting the struggle for 
the human right to adequate food. our vision is a world free 
from hunger, in which every person fully enjoys his and her 
human rights in dignity, particularly the right to adequate 
food.

FIAN International is a membership-based organi-
zation, with the national Sections as institutional mem-
bers, and currently consists of 14 Sections located in India 
(with distinct Chapters working in different regions of the 
country), Nepal, the philippines, Ghana, Austria, Belgium, 
Germany, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Brazil, Honduras and Mexico; and four Co-ordinations that 
work in Burkina Faso, ecuador, France and Zambia. local 
Groups and individual members are active in more than  
50 countries worldwide. the overall mission and strategies 
of FIAN are defined and revised by the FIAN International 
Council. our operational affairs are guided by an Interna-
tional executive Committee. FIAN is a non-profit organi-
zation without any religious or political affiliations and has 
consultative status with the united Nations.

FIAN exposes and addresses violations of people’s 
right to adequate food wherever they may occur. We stand 
up against unjust and oppressive practices that prevent  
people from feeding themselves and their families. the 
struggle against gender discrimination and other forms of 
exclusion is an integral part of our mission. We strive to  
secure people’s access to the resources they need in order 
to feed themselves both now and in the future.

FIAN analyzes and documents concrete cases of vio-
lations of the right to adequate food. We raise awareness of 
the right to adequate food among social movements, non-
governmental organisations, governmental bodies and the 
general public. We respond to requests from individuals 
and groups whose right to adequate food is threatened or 
has been violated, and we mobilise support for them. With 
protest letter campaigns, advocacy and recourse to the 
law, we exert public pressure in order to hold governments  
accountable for violations of the right to adequate food. We 
follow up cases until victims get appropriate redress. Within  
the united Nations system and other legal regimes, we  
advocate respect for human rights in order to strengthen 
and improve the protection of international human rights. 
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Irio Conti

Foreword by the President

In 2011 we celebrated FIAN’s 25 th anniversary. In Roten-
burg, Germany on June 6, 1986, a group of activists, from 
11 different countries in the Northern and Southern hemi-
spheres, gathered to found FIAN with the goal of supporting  
the struggles against those injustices that prevent people 
from adequately feeding themselves and their families.

After 25 years, FIAN has become an international or-
ganization with sections and co-ordinations in 18 countries 
and with members and representation in over 50. FIAN 
sections and coordinations in different corners of the world 
commemorated this anniversary in many different ways, 
many linking to the celebration of World Food Day on  
october 16. We would have also liked to celebrate signifi-
cant advances regarding world hunger, but this epidemic 
continues to plague almost a billion people, especially in 
Africa.

At the same time, we do have reliable proof that our 
hard work in different countries is helping to change those 
structures that bring about injustices and violations of 
the human right to food. In several countries, and also at 
the united Nations, there has been progress regarding the 
adoption of legislation including the human right to food in 
its legal framework, as well as the adoption of public poli-
cies that include social participation to guarantee a popula-
tion’s access to the conditions necessary for adequate food, 
such as land, natural resources and income. During the 
launch of the Right to Food and Nutrition Watch on octo-
ber 11, Jean Ziegler, former uN Rapporteur for the right to 
food, congratulated FIAN with these words:

“ ... FIAN is now 25 years old, great anniversary. For eight 
years, I was the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the 
right to food. Without FIAN I would not have been able to ful-
fill my mandate. In each of my country missions, after visiting 
the Presidential Palace, I used to meet FIAN representatives, 
who told me what was really going on in the country, and we 
used to meet together peasants, women organizations, trade 
unions, etc. FIAN plays a key role for victims but also for the 
functioning of a number of instances, especially the UN Human 
Rights Council.”

Meanwhile, in order to boldly and determinedly contin-
ue our mission to guarantee the human right to adequate 
food, we must tackle some internal and external challeng-
es. We need to forge forward with the process of organi-
zational growth, and strengthen our organization and the 
quality of our case work according to our Strategic plan 
adopted in 2010. this entails strengthening our organiza-
tional structure at all levels and in all countries, including 
in our new co-ordinations, like Zambia, created in 2011, as 
well as FIAN International’s representation in Geneva to 
intervene at different uN organs. We will have to intensify 
our joint work with organizations and social movements in 
the fight against impunity regarding all kinds of violations 
of the people’s right to adequate food.

May the victories achieved during the past 25 years en-
courage and motivate us to boldly and courageously contin-
ue our mission to defend and promote life with dignity. 
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Flavio Valente

Message from the Secretary General

the profound crisis of the hegemonic economic and agro-
industrial model exacerbated the global violence against 
women and men peasants, small scale farmers, fisher folk, 
urban and agricultural workers, among others, in its un-
ending rush on land, water, natural resources and labor 
to guarantee profits for its investments at any cost. the 
wealthiest and most powerful countries in the world con-
tinue to attempt to regain their grip over the international 
economy and food system. At the same time, the powerful 
transnational corporate sector attempts, with the support 
of governments, to weaken the uN regulatory capacity and 
block any new regulations on its activities.

FIAN International helped initiate or played a signifi-
cant role in several global processes to reverse this trend 
towards more and more violence and violations. In 2011, 
FIAN strengthened further its partnership with the most 
affected populations and the social movements in which 
they are active, and supported their struggle with the avail-
able human rights instruments at national, regional and 
global level. the active support of FIAN with the launching 
of the Global Campaign against land Grabbing, led by la 
Via Campesina, is an example of that.

Also, FIAN had an active presence at the different uN 
institutions in Rome and Geneva, and the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights in Washington. In Rome, 
FIAN continued to support the consolidation of the Global 
Civil Society Mechanism, and the further strengthening 
of the reformed Committee on World Food Security. In 
2011, priority was given to the participatory elaboration 
of the Global Strategic Framework for Food Security and 
Nutrition, and to the Voluntary Guidelines on responsible  
governance of land, Forest and Fisheries tenure. the new 

FIAN International secretariat office in Geneva was key in 
strengthening our presence in the Human Rights System. 
there, FIAN facilitated the process towards the collective 
elaboration of the Maastricht principles on extraterritorial 
Human Rights obligations in the area of economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights, a fundamental tool to regulate inter-
national policies and private corporate activities, contin-
ued to participate in the global campaign for the ratification 
of the ICeSCR optional protocol, and maintained its sup-
port towards the elaboration of a Convention of peasants’ 
Rights in the Human Rights Council.

At the global level, FIAN has maintained its strong 
voice against the continued violence against victims of  
violations and human rights defenders, through case work 
and campaigning and through the publication of the Right to 
Food and Nutrition Watch, which in 2011 concentrated on  
Claiming Human Rights – the accountability challenge. 
FIAN actively denounced the violence and killings of peasant  
leaders in Bajo Aguán, taking a stance against the consistent  
impunity of human rights violations in Honduras, as in 
many other cases where FIAN intervened.

Highlighting the need to tackle structural violence 
against women as one of the root causes of hunger and mal-
nutrition for men and women, FIAN co-initiated ground 
breaking work on the interfaces among Gender, Nutrition 
and the Right to Food. the new perspectives will be used  
to further inform FIAN case work and advocacy at national 
and international level.

the challenges ahead are enormous, but a stronger  
organization with an increasing participation of progressively  
strengthened FIAN national sections will be able to face 
it. 
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Fighting violations of the right to food

In 2011, FIAN further enhanced its case work tools to effectively combat the increasing number of violations 
of the right to food and related rights. Case work involves an array of interventions which are carefully  
selected in cooperation with effected communities and / or their support groups, addressing responsible 
authorities at various levels (local, national, regional and international). While some of the cases summarised 
below are still ongoing, they depict how the case methodology which FIAN applies today – from case  
documentation to formulation of case strategy and close follow-up – has served to come a step forward in 
demanding the right to food of the people. FIAN will continue working on these cases until the right to food of 
the victims is guaranteed.

the peasant communities in Bajo Aguán, Honduras, 
have witnessed an enduring situation of violence and 
repression: between September 2009 and november  
2011, 44 people involved in peasant organizations  
in the region have been murdered, leading to one of the 
worst cases of violence against peasant communities  
in the last 15 years in Central America. Since 2000, 
FIAn International has been following this rural  
conflict. Aside from repeated visits to Bajo Aguan, 
meetings with authorities and other interventions, FIAn  
International has contributed to building a broad  
international alliance for an international case campaign,  
which at the same time addresses the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), the un Human 
Rights system, the european union and the u.S., to  
effectively put pressure on the authorities in Honduras.  
After the thematic hearing held in Washington D.C,  
the IACHR expressed its deep concern about the human  
rights violations of peasant communities in Bajo 
Aguan.

In neighbouring Guatemala, FIAn has been working 
on the Marlin Mine case, which involves an open pit gold  
mine on indigenous land, since 2004. the indigenous 
fear the contamination of the land and of their water 
sources due to the use of cyanide, and the loss of  
access to water because of the huge consumption by 
the mine. the repression of the communities opposing  
this gold mine culminated in 2005, when police forces 
assassinated one of the locals and injured various 
persons who blocked the passing of heavy machinery  
of the company. FIAn has repeatedly visited the Marlin  
Mine area, engaged with local authorities and launched  
appeals supporting the people’s struggle against the 
mine. In May 2011, in concert with other european 
organizations, FIAn openly questioned the policies of 
Scandinavian public pension funds as shareholders of  
the mine’s operating company. In a report presented  
in August 2011 that summarizes the results of a joint 
mission to Guatemala, FIAn and partners asked the 
state of Guatemala to implement the precautionary 
measures granted by the IACHR and to protect human 
rights defenders from harassments and criminalization,  
as well as to guarantee the people’s human right to 
water.

In another case in Guatemala, a victory for a group 
of peasants was finally reached at the end of 2011. 
the 32 men and women working on the nueva Florencia 
coffee farm were illegally dismissed in 1997 because 
they intended to found a workers union. the group  
won in all court decisions on all levels, even in the  
Constitutional Court of Guatemala in two sentences, in  
January 2000 and April 2003. the court ordered to  
reinstall the workers in their jobs and to make back 
payments for salaries withheld since 1997. However, the  
owners of the farm denied to fulfill the court sentences.  
In December 2011, shortly before the change of  
government in January 2012, the presidential secretariat 
for agrarian affairs legally handed over a piece of  
land to the peasants, enabling the families to start 
with a new livelihood.

Since 2001 FIAn has intervened in and supported 
the Mubende case in uganda, involving 2,041 inhabitants 
violently expelled from villages in Mubende District  
to make way for a coffee plantation run by Kaweri  
Coffee plantation ltd., a subsidiary of Germany-based 
neumann Kaffee Gruppe. In 2011, FIAn organized  
public actions at ugandan embassies in several  
european countries, as well as lectures and talks with 
a representative of the evictees. In october 2011, a 
camera crew visited the case to obtain footage for an 
upcoming documentary. After ten years, the ugandan 
judicial authorities have set a new hearing to address 
the Mubende case. It remains to be seen whether this 
will put an end to impunity or if the community  
members will need stronger support to defend their 
violated rights at regional courts.

A Constitutional Court decision in favor of 123 
families evicted from the rural area of las pavas,  
Colombia, is a major victory for the peoples’ struggle  
for the right to food. evicted by the police in 2009 at the 
request of two palm-oil producing companies, the  
community of las pavas has been fighting since 1997, 
when they peacefully occupied unused land and started  
farming. Without any alternative means of subsistence,  
the families persisted in a year-long struggle to  
formalize their possession of these lands. In response 
to repeated criminalization and harassments, the 
families organized to form the Buenos Aires peasant 
Association (ASoCAB) and filed complaints requesting 
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a reversal of the judicial decision that ordered their 
eviction in 2009. FIAn and various mainly Colombian 
organi zations supported the families in their struggle.  
Finally, in May 2011, the Colombian Constitutional 
Court found that the actions leading to the eviction of 
the families had been illegal, and ordered a reassess-
ment of the question of land possession. provided the 
reassessment is carried out legally the peasant  
community will eventually be granted their right to the 
land – and thus their means to feed themselves.

the case of the Guarani-Kaiowá indigenous people, 
in the Brazilian State of Mato Grosso do Sul, involves 
approximately 27,500 persons living on limited areas 
since the monocultures of sugar cane spread during 
1970’s. Followed by FIAn since 2005, the case concerns  
the situation of these families as they are living in 
extreme poverty without access to the necessary land 
to produce enough adequate food. In 2011, there was  
an increase in violence against the Guarani Kaiowá 
people. Following the murder of the indigenous Guarani 
leader nisio Gomes, FIAn launched an open letter and 
urgent action to the president of Brazil. A small, but 
important victory was achieved, in november 2011, 
with the publication of the first of the six official 
identification reports needed to move forward with the 
demarcation of the Guarani-Kaiowá territory.

Also in Brazil, the 503 families of the community  
of Brejo dos Crioulos have fought for 12 years for the  
regularization of their land, as a way to guarantee 
their right to adequate food. Since 2007, FIAn Brazil  
has supported the resistance of the community against  
eviction attempts and acts of violence and intimidation 
on the part of the alleged owners of the land, requesting  
the intervention of relevant public authorities. In 
2011, FIAn Brazil and International intensified their 
pressure on the federal government, in collaboration 
with other organizations, sending several intervention  
letters to the Civil Cabinet Minister. this eventually 
culminated in the signing of the presidential decree on 
September 29, 2011, which expropriated the land  

corresponding to the Brejo dos Crioulos territory, 
making way for the return of the community to their 
traditional territory.

Another success for the realization of human rights 
was witnessed in the philippines. Hacienda luisita is 
6,453-hectare sugarcane plantation, owned by one  
of the oldest and most powerful land-owning families  
in the country. the plantation was supposed to be 
distributed to landless farmers under the country’s 
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform program in 1988, but 
met with resistance from the landowners. In cooperation  
with local support groups, FIAn has been actively 
engaged in this case since 2004 with various open 
letters, including one in August 2011 to the Chief of 
Justice of the Supreme Court, calling for the urgent 
implementation of agrarian reform. on november 22, 
2011, after 22 years of struggle, the philippine Supreme  
Court in a land mark ruling ordered the immediate  
distribution of the farmlands to the 6,296 farm worker 
beneficiaries. FIAn will closely monitor the implementa-
tion of this Supreme Court’s decision.

In India, FIAn has been working on a number of 
cases of human rights violations. Kusum tola is one of 
the numerous villages to be threatened by the expansion 
of open cast coal mining in the north Karanpura Valley, 
which directly impacts about 200 village communities  
that rely on the region’s fertile basin and forest  
produce to maintain their subsistent lifestyles. In 
2010, villagers of Kusum tola received notice to leave 
the area, to make way for open cast mining operations. 
Heavy blasting in adjacent villages had already  
produced harmful dust and cracks in house foundations.  
In 2011, FIAn International and FIAn India launched 
urgent actions and open letters to the prime Minister  
of India asking for action on the issue and to stop the  
eviction of Kusum tola and other places in the region. 
As of the beginning of 2012, the villagers have not  
yet been evicted, but the danger still remains. FIAn is 
closely following the situation. 
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↥ Return of the Las Pavas community to their land, Colombia. Photo: Ademir Luna Rodriguez/OPI

↥ 2rivers – 1Life: Action at Danube, Austria, with Indian activists from Karanpura Valley. Photo: Martina Gahleitner
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Access to Natural Resources

The loss of access to natural resources such as land and water is one of the main causes for violations of  
the human right to adequate food. In recent years, this access has been further limited through land grabbing,  
a proces where private investors and States acquire large tracts of land at home or abroad for food or 
agrofuel production, mining or “development” projects. These acquisitions lead to the displacement of local 
populations, and especially small-scale food producers.

the fight against land grabbing continued to be one of 
the main areas of FIAn’s activities in 2011. It was also 
one of the main axes of mobilization during the World 
Social Forum in Dakar in February. FIAn supported  
the initiative lead by la Via Campesina and the West 
African network of peasants and Agricultural producers  
(RoppA) to issue a strong appeal against land grabbing.  
the Dakar Appeal calls for an immediate stop to land 
grabbing and the restitution of the lands that have 
been taken away from local communities. It has so far  
been signed by more than 900 organizations from all 
over the world.

Referring directly to the Dakar Appeal, a Global  
Alliance Against land Grabbing was eventually launched  
during the first international peasants’ conference  
to stop land grabbing in november in nyéléni Village, 
Mali. FIAn supported the organization of this event  
and contributed to the meeting, attended by 250 par-
ticipants from 30 countries. the newly created alliance 
draws its strength from the fact that it has emerged 
from concrete struggles in defense of peasants’ and 
other marginalized groups’ lands and rights. FIAn  
is part of this new alliance and will contribute to its 
plan of action, supporting concrete struggles on the 
ground with capacity building and advocacy strategies 
using human rights. FIAn will also continue to engage 
in international policy forums, such as the un Human 
Rights System, the CFS and FAo, in order to transmit 
the core demands to protect people’s rights to natural 
resources and to ensure the right to food for all.

In addition, FIAn International, together with FIAn 
Austria, FIAn Germany, FIAn netherlands and other 
partners in europe, Africa, Asia and latin America 
launched the campaign “Hands off the land – take 
Action Against land Grabbing”. the campaign aims at 
raising awareness among the public and decision makers  
about the human rights impacts of land grabbing and 
achieving better compliance by States regarding the  

promotion and protection of the right to food and 
water in relation to land acquisition and agricultural 
policies.

Closely related to the challenge of opposing land 
grabs, FIAn participated in the process for the  
negotiation of FAo Guidelines on the Responsible 
Governance of tenure of land, Fisheries and Forests, 
lead by the Committee for World Food Security. the 
elaboration of these Guidelines is an important step in 
strengthening the rights to land and natural resources 
for local food producers. the process was started in 
october 2010 with the setting up of an open-ended 
working group. After an informal meeting in June,  
the working group came together for two rounds of  
negotiations in July and october 2011. unfortunately, 
the negotiations could not yet be finalized and will 
continue in March 2012.

In January, FIAn attended the session of the  
Advisory Committee to the Human Rights Council, where  
a preliminary study on the rights of peasants and 
people living in rural areas was presented. one of the 
study’s core points is that farmers are not subject of  
any specific protection in international human rights 
law, a fact that raises fair and legitimate claims for the 
establishment of legal instruments that would protect 
peasants and farmers. FIAn supports these claims. 
the final study will be presented to the Human Rights 
Council in March 2012.

together with FIAn Germany and the German nGo 
Forum environment and Development, FIAn International  
advised the German Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture 
and Consumer protection on the conference “policies  
against Hunger – Food Security and Access to natural 
Resources”, held in november in Berlin. the  
conference emphasized that secure and just access  
to land, water, fishing grounds, forests and plant  
genetic resources are key for the realization of the 
right to food. 

12

ANNuAl RepoRt 2011
FIAN International



↥ Woman working, Nepal. Photo: FIAN Nepal

↥ Woman and children with palm oil fruits, Akyem, Ghana. Photo: Sebastian Rötters
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Income, Nutrition and Related Policies

FIAN aims to intensify its work against violations of the right to adequate food related to inadequate income, 
and to food security policies. FIAN will increasingly address the effects of malnutrition on women and chil-
dren and the impact of the agro-industrial model on the quality of food, with special attention given to viola-
tions of women’s rights and gender empowerment.

For this purpose, FIAn carried out a number of related 
case studies in 2011, in the context of its program on 
“Income and nutrition”. A case of inadequate income 
and working conditions of nepali stone crushing 
women workers has been analyzed. earnings for their 
hard work are well below the national minimum wage 
and work conditions severely damaging to their health. 
Hunger and malnutrition exacerbate these health 
problems. With their right to food being violated, these 
women additionally have to manage the daily food 
requirements of 4–8 family members.

the case of Jalalpur in India’s uttar pradesh region 
describes the malfunctioning of a social transfer 
scheme. India’s Child Development Services program 
seeks to provide infants, young children and mothers  
with basic services. However, in many settlements, 
particularly slums or rural areas, children are still 
excluded from the benefits of the scheme. Children 
and women are denied nutritional and health benefits 
making them susceptible to hunger and undernourish-
ment and prone to illnesses.

Focusing on the documentation of women’s and 
children’s malnutrition, FIAn has taken up the cases  
of HIV / AIDS infected women in nepal and of malnour-
ished peasants’ children in Guatemala. In the Mid-
western Dailekh district in nepal, many women living 
with HIV / AIDS are abandoned by their husbands or 
forced to leave their homes. they are discriminated 
against in finding work and are often unable to obtain  
food. Many of them are malnourished, aggravating 
their health condition. Many children in Guatemala’s 
Camotán province also are severely malnourished 
because their parents, even though they are farmers, 
are unable to provide sufficient and adequate food 
for them. As in the case of nepal, the families are also 
discriminated against by society: fulfilling the right  
to food is seen as a duty of the parents rather than  
of the state. nevertheless, the Guatemalan system of 
child rights provides the unique opportunity for  

children to submit individual complaints demanding 
their right to food.

FIAn International intensified in 2011 its work on 
the interfaces among Gender, nutrition and the Human 
Right to Adequate Food, in partnership with the Center 
for Gender and nutrition of Hohenheim university,  
Germany, and the Geneva Infant Food Action (GIFA /  
IBFAn). As part of this effort, a ground breaking in 
depth report on the theme was jointly produced in 2011  
and will be transformed into a joint publication in 
2012. A first version of the report was publicly  
presented in May at a seminar held at Hohenheim  
university, with the participation of the un Special 
Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Mr. olivier de Schutter, 
and representatives of the Committee for the Conven-
tion on the elimination of all forms of Discrimination 
against Women (CeDAW), and the office of the High 
Commissioner on Human Rights. this public seminar  
was followed by an expert seminar to further discuss 
the preliminary document, with the participation  
of close to 30 experts from different continents and 
organizations. A second version of the report was  
offered to the un Special Rapporteur on the Right  
to Food as an input into his report to the Human Rights 
Council on the Adequacy dimension of the Right to 
Food, to be presented in March 2012.

In addition, the International Secretariat of FIAn 
adapted a tool for simplified community assessment  
of levels of Food Insecurity, in cooperation with the 
university of Campinas, Brazil, as an additional tool to  
qualify FIAn’s case work. this tool will be progressively  
incorporated into case work, especially in the countries  
for which the methodology is already validated. In 
relation to the identification of cases of violations of  
the right to food of urban and agricultural workers, 
preliminary contacts were made with the International 
union of Food Workers (IuF / uItA), and the process of 
identification of adequate cases for joint campaigning  
is underway. 
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↥ Interaction with women’s group, Nepal. Photo: FIAN Nepal

↥ Grains, Burkina Faso. Photo: Florence Kroff
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↥ Jean Ziegler and Léa Winter at the presentation of the Right to Food and Nutrition Watch, Geneva. Photo: Alex Schürch

↥ Painting for the art contest “Stop Impunity – Hunger on Trial”. Photo: FIAN Belgium
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Right to Adequate Food Accountability

From the very beginning, FIAN has promoted the accountability of duty bearers under the right to adequate 
food by using and supporting existing institutions and helping to develop new instruments at the national  
and international level. Obligations of states under the right to adequate food were called for on the basis 
of FIAN’s case work. Based on this experience, FIAN not only uses the existing human rights instruments, but 
also contributes to the further development of new instruments to foster right to food accountability, such  
as the Optional Protocol to the ICESCR or, most recently, the Maastricht ETO Principles.

After more than ten years of research and networking 
in the field of extraterritorial obligations, FIAn warmly 
welcomed the emergence of the Maastricht principles 
on extraterritorial obligations (etos) of States in the 
area of economic, Social and Cultural Rights. For the 
past four years FIAn had served as the Secretariat to 
the eto Consortium, a network of some 75 organizations  
and individual experts. the case-studies and the con-
ceptual work of the Consortium had provided important 
input to the drafting process. the Maastricht eto 
principles are an important step towards closing the 
conceptual gaps in human rights protection related to  
globalization, and are essential for the right to food 
and food sovereignty movements. they provide a much 
needed instrument for human rights organizations,  
like FIAn, and for social movements that have to face 
extraterritorial violations of human rights. the eto 
principles were issued by a group of 40 distinguished 
experts in international law and human rights from 
around the world assembled in Maastricht and convened  
in September 2011 by the Maastricht Centre for  
Human Rights of Maastricht university and the Inter-
national Commission of Jurists.

With el Salvador, Argentina (2011), Bolivia, Bosnia  
and Herzegovina and Slovakia (early 2012) having  
ratified the optional protocol to the International  
Covenant on economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the  
number of ratifying States is now eight. the optional 
protocol will enter into force three months after its 10 th  
ratification. Adopted by the un General Assembly in 
2008 and opened to signatures and ratifications one 
year later, the optional protocol opens new channels  
for the justiciability of the right to food, providing 
victims of violations of economic, social and cultural 
rights the opportunity to present their cases to the un  
human rights system. FIAn has been supporting  
national strategies towards ratification, building capaci-
ties among civil society organizations and speaking 
with authorities, with the aim to bring this international  
mechanism into force and support victims to use it in  
an effective manner.

In Rome, FIAn has been actively engaged with the 
Committee on World Food Security (CFS), and especially  
with the process towards a Global Strategic Framework 
for Food Security and nutrition (GSF), which has  
taken full speed in the reporting period. FIAn has been  
appointed as co-facilitator of the international civil  

society participation in this process, in the framework 
of the recently established Civil Society Mechanism 
to the CFS. Intense and continued efforts have been 
made to address this new challenge, including a global 
consultation held in September 2011, the elaboration 
of a civil society working document, networking and 
articulation of an effective advocacy strategy. the first 
draft of the GSF, as delivered in early 2012, contains 
strong references to the right to adequate food. Civil 
society will keep focusing on maintaining and further 
mainstreaming the right to food in the GSF, which shall 
be adopted by the Committee on World Food Security  
in october 2012.

the third issue of the Right to Food and Nutrition  
Watch, which identifies accountability as the most 
immediate challenge to the fight against hunger, was 
officially presented to the public in 30 countries. In 
Geneva, the Watch consortium organized a press  
conference to launch the Watch with the participation of  
Jean Ziegler, Vice Chair of the Advisory Committee to 
the un Human Rights Council, and other distinguished 
experts. the Watch 2011 gives an overview about the 
state of the art regarding right to food accountability  
and justiciability, and presents assessments of right  
to food accountability in 18 countries. the Watch 
consortium increased in 2011 to 16 members, with the 
uS Alliance for Food Sovereignty, Centro Internazionali 
Crocevía and the International Indian treaty Council 
joining the group of partners. During a first consultation  
with external partners in September 2011, the  
proposal for a Global Right to Food network was  
supported by several social movements and other civil 
society organizations, and the decision was taken  
that the members of the Right to Food and nutrition  
Watch consortium will be the core group to bring  
forward the initiative in 2012.

FIAn supported the elaboration of various national 
monitoring reports on the right to food. In 2011, FIAn  
presented a parallel report to the Committee on  
economic, Social and Cultural Rights on Germany, with  
regard to the country’s extraterritorial obligations. 
Also, a parallel report on on the right to adequate food 
in Cameroon was presented to the same Committee. 
FIAn participated in nGo hearings for preparation of 
the further reporting on ecuador, planned for november  
2012. A report on the situation of the right to food 
of women in nepal, as well as a statement, with the 
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support of FIAn, of a paraguayan indigenous women’s 
organization, were presented to the Committee on the 
elimination of Discrimination Against Women. All these 
events were supported by diverse lobby activities and 
side events. As result, relevant concluding observations  
were issued, which serve as a tool for national  
advocacy in the respective countries in order to hold 
authorities accountable for the realization of the right 
to adequate food with a specific view on women’s right 
to food.

At the national level, FIAn continued its efforts  
towards the improvement of national framework laws 
on the right to food. An important success was the  
inclusion of the right to adequate food as a fundamental  
right in the Mexican Constitution. FIAn also held  
diverse capacity building workshops on the justiciability  
of the right to food with judges and lawyers in Bolivia 
and nepal and prepared diverse trainings with civil  
society organizations and social movements, with a 
focus on monitoring of public policies and accountability  
in Bolivia, ecuador, peru, paraguay, Honduras,  
Guatemala, el Salvador and nepal. In some of these 
countries FIAn also did advocacy work with national 
authorities and media in order to strengthen right to 
adequate food accountability.

An effective struggle against the causes of hunger 
is impossible without strengthening right to food  
accountability. And where such accountability is missing,  
impunity reigns. In order to raise awareness on 
this correlation between hunger and impunity, FIAn 
launched, on the occasion of human rights day on  
10 December, the online art contest “Stop Impunity –  
Hunger on trial”, which invited activists worldwide to 
submit art pieces to visualize the call to fight impunity 
of right to food violations.

With regard to strengthening the accountability of  
trans national Corporations (tnCs), FIAn carried out 
lobby activities with the Human Rights Council and the  
Committee on economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 
Before the Human Rights Council in June 2011, FIAn 
criticized the new Guiding principles on Business and 
Human Rights prepared by the Special Representative 
of the Secretary General as being insufficient for the 
much needed rights-based regulation of tnCs. FIAn’s 
concerns about the approach taken by the Special 
Representative were shared by many civil society 
organizations and experts. FIAn would hope that the 
majority of states in the Human Rights Council will, in  
the future, assert their regulatory roles and introduce 
effective international and national legal accountability 
mechanisms. 
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↥ Situation of violence, repression and impunity – militarization in Bajo Aguán, Honduras. Photo: Giorgio Trucchi – Rel-UITA

↥ Harvesting in Bajo Aguán, Honduras. Photo: Giorgio Trucchi – Rel-UITA
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Burkina Faso

FIAn Burkina’s main activity in 2011 was the docu-
mentation of the essakane case, supporting the in-
habitants of five communities living in essakane, in  
the northern region of Burkina Faso, who were re- 
located due to construction of a gold mining site.  
After two visits to the communities, in 2009 and 
2010, in a joint follow-up mission, FIAn-Burkina, FIAn  
International and FIAn Belgium visited the affected 
communities in essakane in november 2011. During 
this mission, a meeting with the local authorities was 
organized, where the representatives of the commu-
nities presented their demands and complaints, such  
as the lack of fertile lands, of water, schools and job 
opportunities. one of the key outcomes was to re- 
operationalize the communication committee in which 
the representatives of the communities, the local  
authorities and the representatives of the gold mining 
company would discuss and deal with the demands of 
the communities.
In March 2011, FIAn Burkina met with government  
ministers to establish a framework for the exchange 
of ideas on the question of food security in Burkina;  

participated in the World Social Forum in Dakar in  
February and the pan-African Conference in nairobi in 
May; and, along with RApDA, the African network for 
the Right to Food, commemorated World Food Day with 
the theme “Access to food, a human right for all”. 

Ghana

In the course of the year, two members of FIAn Ghana 
visited communities fringing Anglogold Ashanti’s mining 
operations in the Western Region.
In the western region of Ghana, communities such as 
teberebie and surrounding villages need farmlands to 
guarantee their access to food and livelihoods. Access  
to clean adequate water has also become an ever  
increasing problem. FIAn Ghana’s visit was intended to 
interact with community members and assess what the 
company had done regarding the communities’ lack of 
access to land.
the visit was important to reiterate FIAn Ghana’s  
commitment to their struggle and also ensure that its 
advocacy efforts represented the experiences of the 
people. 

Africa

↥ Women and children, Essakane, Burkina Faso. Photo: Florence Kroff
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At the South-Asian level, FIAn India & FIAn nepal par-
ticipated in the South Asia Social Forum 2011 in november  
in Dhaka, Bangladesh. the common challenges of South 
Asia are many. Hunger and poverty are certainly one of 
the gravest injustices that persist in the region. the 
Forum promised that “another South Asia is possible”.  
With the aim to build a common, regional platform to 
inform and pressure governments and society about 
right to food-related issues, FIAn India and FIAn  
nepal organized a consultation on the “Challenges for 
the Right to Food in South Asia” on november 19 as 
part of the Forum. the consultation brought together 
speakers and contributions from Bangladesh, India, 
Bhutan and nepal.
to further promote regional exchange and coopera-
tion, in September, groups from FIAn nepal and FIAn  
philippines visited the FIAn India national office in Delhi  
for an experience exchange, and to learn about the  
national Food Security Bill formulation process in India.

India

the national Food Security Bill (nFSB) was one of the 
focal issues of FIAn India’s advocacy work in 2011. the 
government of India has sent the draft nFSB to the 
state governments for their specific suggestions and, 
in october, FIAn India chapters organized different  
programs at state and national level to build pressure 
and advocate for the enactment of this bill. More than 
15 members of parliament participated in the consulta-
tion organized by FIAn India and the parliamentarian 
Forum on Human Rights in March and, at the end of the 
meeting, the Mps decided to lobby in parliament for a 
comprehensive national Food Security Bill.
Along with the FIAn International Secretariat, FIAn India 
coordinated and organized a case unit training in Delhi 
in March. the main objective was to train participants 
in the FIAn case methodology and strategies of case 
work. FIAn Andhra pradesh, tamil nadu, uttar pradesh 
and the India national office have set up specific case 
units. the principal Advisor to the right to food Commis-
sioner of the Supreme Court spoke during the training 
and invited FIAn India chapters to report on violations 
of the right to food.
In 2011, FIAn India and its individual chapters were  
enriched by two newly formed groups in orissa and  
Bihar.

the FIAN India National Office in Delhi facilitated 
and organized different programs in Delhi and other parts 
of the country. they further lobbied parliamentarians,  
political parties and trade unions to include FIAn  
recommendations into the nFSB and into the land Ac-
quisition and Rehabilitation and Resettlement Bill 2011. 
Also, they followed up on the Karanpura mining cases,  

Zambia

After a series of national Capacity Building workshops 
on the Right to Food in Zambia, in the context of  
economic and Cultural Rights, in 2011, FIAn Zambia 
held a workshop on land and the right to food, together 
with FIAn International, Bread for the World, eastern 
and Southern African Small Farmers Forum (eSSFF) and 
Indigenous peoples land Rights.
Also in 2011, FIAn Zambia implemented a case study on 
access to land and the right to food of peasant farmers  
in Zambia. In this regard, a fact finding mission was 
conducted with FIAn international in november 2011.
Another major activity has been the continued monitor-
ing of the constitutional drafting process, were it was 
envisaged that the right to food could be recognized in 
the bill of rights.
Also, FIAn Zambia has engaged in continued dialogue 
with policy makers, cooperating partners and other leg-
islators on the right to food. this has been done through 
bilateral meetings with members of parliaments, key 
stakeholders on several occasions and through press 
briefings and statements. 

Asia
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including the case of the village of Kusum tola, in  
association with local groups.

FIAN Andhra Pradesh developed literature in  
telugu, the local language, on the nFSB. In october, 
the chapter organized a State level public Hearing on  
Hunger for Indigenous Communities in Araku valley.  
In response, the Government promised to look into 
the matter and try to solve the problems in the tribal  
villages, with consultation from the Central Government 
on these issues.
FIAn Andhra pradesh is also working on the case of 
indigenous Yanadi communities. the Integrated tribal 
Development Authority, which was established to work 
exclusively for the tribals as part of the Government, 
sanctioned budgeted welfare schemes for 518 families.  
now, the task ahead for FIAn Andhra pradesh is to  
monitor the implementation of this decision.

In December, FIAN Uttar Pradesh, together with FIAn 
International, FIAn nepal and FIAn norway conducted 
two fact finding missions, to Jalalpur of lakhimpur  
District and Ramgarh of Ballia District. Jalalpur, where 
80 children are entitled to receive Integrated Child 
Development Services (ICDS) through Anganwadi cen-
tres, government sponsored child-care and mothercare 
centers, is lacking such a center. In Ramgarh, the visit 
found that 400 households, who are primarily landless 
and marginalized farmers, as well as farm workers, are 
being denied irrigation water due to the malfunctioning 

of a pump canal. the canal has not been providing water 
to the villagers for irrigation since 1995. As a result, 
farmers are dependent on costly bore wells, making it 
difficult for them to feed themselves.
Also, with the help of FIAn uttar pradesh and Rozi Roti 
Sangthan, a community based organization, a 70-year 
old widow of lakhimpurkhiri was given possession of 
the land for which she was given the land lease from the 
then government in 1974. After the land was given to 
her over 35 years ago, it was forgotten by the govern-
ment. Activists convinced the woman to write a letter to 
reclaim the land which was rightfully hers.
the chapter also organized various programs during 
World Food Week in different parts of uttar pradesh 
and uttarakhand. on oct. 11 a public meeting was  
organized in the lakhimpur district with over 500  
participants, dealing with the nFSB, with a senior  
lawyer of the Supreme Court of India delivering the 
keynote address. Furthermore, the chapter carried out  
consultations on the Below-poverty line survey by the  
Government of India, and did a mapping of hunger  
vulnerability of marginalized communities.

FIAN Tamil Nadu has been working on several cases,  
like the urban widow and destitute women’s right to 
food and access to government pension schemes, the 
palmyra Women Workers livelihood rights and produc-
tive employment, as well as work related to the Special  
economic Zone and its impact on the right to food of  
the people. the chapter organized community level pro-
grams to raise awareness, and at the state level under-
took lobby work on the nFSB.

FIAN Karnataka developed literature on the right 
to food and the nFSB in the Kannada language. they 
organized awareness raising campaigns by conducting 
two training programs for the Devadasis and socially 
excluded groups, mostly dalits. Also, they worked on 
cases, one of them the struggle for the protection of  
fertile agricultural land of dam evictees in Belgaum  
District.

on the occasion of World Food Day, FIAN Rajasthan,  
together with GRAVIS, a development organization work-
ing for the empowerment of the thar Desert communi-
ties in India, organized several rallies and meetings in 
the area to raise awareness and educate migrant mine 
workers about the right to food and their role in calling 
for these rights in front of government. 

Nepal

FIAn nepal, in its 3 rd year of operation, is working more 
closely with the communities affected by the right to food 
violations through its office in nepalgunj, Banke dis-
trict, covering mid and far western regions, which con-
stitute highly food insecure districts and communities.  

↥  World Food Week meeting in Uttar Pradesh, India.  
Photo: FIAN Uttar Pradesh
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Sensitization and joint advocacy with civil society  
organizations, has helped to further identify right to 
food violations in vulnerable communities and advo-
cate for their rights. In Banke, 1500 signatures were  
collected and submitted together with a memorandum 
to the Chief District office, by representatives of the 
3000 households that are annually facing inundation, 
loss of land, agriculture produce, stored crops and live-
stock, safety and security of life, and displacement, all 
due to the laxmanpur dam and Kalkaluwa Afflux bund 
constructed by India close to the border area. A docu-
mentary on this subject, which depicts the sad reality 
of the right to food and neglect of economic, social and 
cultural rights, was screened on 10 Dec 2011 to mark 
Human Rights Day.
FIAn nepal together with FIAn International submitted a 
parallel report on “Right to Adequate Food of Women  
in nepal” to the 49 th session of the un Committee on 
the elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women (CeDAW) and urged it to include women’s right 
to food as a crosscutting issue and make it a priority 
in its interventions. In their concluding observations, 
CeDAW mentioned for the first time explicitly the right 
to adequate food of women and tackled the diverse  
aspects of this human right as analyzed in FIAn’s parallel  
report. the Committee’s observations are a useful tool 
for FIAn nepal and other organizations’ work towards 

strengthening the right to adequate food of women at 
the national level.
the exposure visit for Single Women with HIV / AIDS of 
Rakam Karnali VDC, in Dailekh district has been indeed 
a learning and empowerment process; after the visit,  
this group of women raised their voices in the VDC 
council, and has successfully received nrs 15,000 for 
their medicines. 

Philippines

In november 2011, FIAn philippines and partner organi-
zations gained an important success as the Supreme 
Court ordered the redistribution of Hacienda luisita – a 
contentious landholding in tarlac province – to more 
than 6,000 farm workers. prior to the decision, FIAn 
philippines had participated in a series of mobilizations, 
dialogues with government agencies and launched a 
special intervention. It also supported a farmers’ march 
with a final rally in front of the Supreme Court.
Aside from that, the section sustained its support 
for farmer beneficiaries on a sugar estate in negros  
oriental and tenants of a coconut plantation in Quezon 
province. Despite important gains, there are still ob-
stacles to land access and ownership. Apart from rural  
communities, FIAn philippines focused on the urban 
poor in navotas City. It conducted a study on fishport 
workers, analyzing their resources and access to ade-
quate food. Moreover, capacity-building trainings were 
given to the fishport workers.
FIAn philippines also attended several conferences, for 
example, a national conference on land deals, where 
it highlighted how land grabbing violates the right to 
food of indigenous peoples. Special attention was also  
given to women and the right to food on which FIAn 
philippines organized a round table discussion and a 
conference. 

↥  Woman stone crusher and her child, Dhading, Nepal.  
Photo: FIAN Nepal
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Austria

In Vienna on the occasion of World Food Day FIAn Austria, 
together with Attac Austria, Via Campesina Austria and 
DKA – Dreikönigsaktion, organized an “unfair” football 
match between small scale farmers and landless peo-
ple on one side, “team-Food for All”, and agrarian and  
finance corporations, “team-profit”, on the other, to 
raise awareness for this unequal power struggle. At one 
point in the match, the center line was pushed in favor 
of “team-profit”, addressing the current trend of land 
grabbing. In 2011 FIAn Austria intensified its work on 
violations of the right to food caused by large scale 
land deals and published three country studies on 
uganda, Kenya and ethiopia on the topic. this research 
and the participation and hosting of panel discussions 
with speakers from ethiopia, uganda, Germany and the 
netherlands formed the basis for intensive media re-
porting on land grabbing. on case work, FIAn Austria 
supported the fight of the indigenous people of the 
Karanpura valley in Jharkhand, central India, against 
the expansion of coal mines which lead to eviction and 
violation of the right to food. A delegation from India 
visited the supporting group in upper Austria in Febru-
ary 2011. In a symbolic action, representatives of the 
village Kusum tola and Austrian activists exchanged 
water of the two rivers Damodar (India) and Danube 
(europe). 

Belgium

In 2011, FIAn Belgium put a lot of energy into the follow  
up of the negotiations for the Voluntary Guidelines 
on land tenure. Meetings were set up with Belgian  
representatives and FIAn Belgium took part in the ne-
gotiation process at the FAo in Rome in June, July and 
october.
In the frame of the european campaign “Hungry for  
Justice”, FIAn Belgium participated in several activities 
in promotion of the justiciability of the Right to Food 
and the fight against impunity. A protest action was or-
ganized on August 19 in front of the ugandan embassy 
in Brussels on the occasion of the 10 th anniversary of 
the eviction of the Mubende community. lobby meetings 
were also set up with a member of the european parlia-
ment and with staff of the Belgian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs during the speaker tour of a representative of 
the Mubende community, in December. FIAn Belgium 
organized the official launch of the art contest “Stop 
Impunity – Hunger on trial” in Brussels on December 5.  
A symbolic action was organized at the european  
parliament to collect signatures in support of the fight 
for the right to food and against impunity.

other cases of human rights violations were reported 
on during awareness raising events by FIAn multipli-
ers. Summing up, FIAn Belgium organized or actively 
participated in at least 32 mobilizing events reaching a  
general public of more than 3000 people. 

France

In 2011 FIAn France participated in the campaign for 
the closing of the open-pit coal mine in Kusum tola,  
India by disseminating the urgent action through its 
web and social media channels. they also had a stand 
at a two-day ecological fair in l’Albenc (Isère) in Sep-
tember, where over 100 signatures were collected for 
the urgent action. FIAn France also launched their new  
website ↗ www.fian.fr, in order to make FIAn’s work more  
visible and easier accessible. 

Germany

landgrabbing continued to be very high on the agenda 
of the German section. In the study “German Invest-
ment Funds involved in landgrabbing”, FIAn Germany 
specifically investigated the role of Deutsche Bank. 
the follow-up dialogue resulted in Deutsche Bank with-
drawing from an investment in Cambodia. land conflicts 
in Cambodia and the role of German state development  
cooperation also featured in the parallel report on  
Germany’s extraterritorial human rights obligations to the  
un Committee on economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
In the first half of the year, FIAn Germany ran an online- 
campaign to draw attention to the fact that many  
projects intended to combat climate change are a risk  
to human rights. this was followed-up with a joint  
research project with the university of Bielefeld, inves-
tigating the impact of climate change policies on the 
right to food in the tana Delta in Kenya. the campaign 
“fair flowers for human rights” focussed on public  
procurement policies, including a well-received peti-
tion to the european parliament. towards the end of 
the year, it became apparent that FIAn Germany was 
no longer in a position to politically support the Flower 
label programme, which resulted in the cancellation of 
membership in this labelling organisation. 

Netherlands

FIAn netherlands focussed its work in 2011 on the topic  
of the right to food, access to productive resources and 
land grabbing. Guest lectures were held at the universi-
ties of utrecht, Wageningen and Maastricht and a work-
shop was organized during the symposium “Global food 
security and landgrabbing” at utrecht university. FIAn  

Europe
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nl supported the Dakar petition against land grabbing.
FIAn nl’s case work was focussed on the support of 
the Mubende case in uganda with the uganda Action 
Day on 19 August in Brussels and the speaker tour of a 
representative of the evicted communities in Mubende, 
to Amsterdam and the Hague in December.
on World Food Day, FIAn netherlands celebrated FIAn’s  
25 th anniversary with a presentation of the film “enjoy 
your meal” and a panel discussion around the “unsustain-
able” use of resources for the food in supermarkets  
and possible alternatives. Several presentations were 
given on the subject of “world meals” and events of the 
Youth Food Movement.
FIAn nl hosted the european Regional Meeting in May 
2011 in Amsterdam with the participation of seven  
european FIAn sections to strengthen the cooperation 
between the sections and their joint work.
FIAn nl supported the submission of the Dutch nGos’ 
contribution to the second universal periodic Review 
of the netherlands by the un Human Rights Council in 
november 2011. 

Norway

In 2011 FIAn norway wrote a report on norway’s develop-
ment aid to agriculture 2006–2010. this report has  
been widely distributed and contributed to an increase 
of noK 40 million to agricultural development projects 
in the national budget for 2012. In 2012, the norwe-
gian government will write a paper on norwegian food 
security policy, which was one of the demands from the 
report.
FIAn norway and 20 other norwegian nGos organized 
for the fourth time the “Blue october” campaign. the 
focus of 2011 was the privatisation of water and the 
lack of drinking water for 1 / 7 of the world’s population.  
the norwegian minister of development and environment 
opened the campaign, by serving water to children –  
including serving “dirty” water to every seventh child.
the coalition for ICeSCR-op has become stronger in 
norway, as promoters of this protocol are joining hands 
with nGos promoting the rights of children and people 
with disabilities. In 2011 the question of ratification 
has been addressed at a more political level rather than 
merely with the state administration.
FIAn norway joined the norwegian umbrella organisa-
tion Fokus in 2011. Fokus advocates for equal rights of 
women and men, with a focus on women in developing 
countries.
FIAn uttar pradesh, FIAn nepal and FIAn norway, with 
the support of FIAn’s international secretariat, carried 
out a international fact finding mission in India at the 
end of the year focusing on child nutrition and maternal 
health and failed irrigation systems. 

Sweden

over the year FIAn Sweden has worked vigorously on two 
cases, the Marlin Gold-Mining case in Guatemala and 
the Yanadi case in India, which deals with implement-
ing a rehabilitation scheme for the Yanadi indigenous 
group in Andhra pradesh affected by the construction 
of a commercial port in the area. In the beginning of 
autumn, a guest from Guatemala came to Sweden and 
talked about the human rights violations connected to 
the Marlin mine.
FIAn Sweden celebrated FIAn’ s 25 th anniversary on 
world food day with a seminar on global hunger and the 
launching of the Right to Food and nutrition Watch. the 
seminar was successful with members of parliament, a 
journalist, representative from FAo nordic and a guest 
from CuC-Via Campesina, Guatemala, as panel partici-
pants. the Swedish Forum for Human Rights – the big-
gest annual forum about human rights in the nordic 
countries – was held in Stockholm in november. FIAn 
Sweden participated with information and two semi-

↥  Action in Brussels on 10 th anniversary of Ugandan  
peasants’ eviction in Mubende.  
Photo: FIAN Belgium
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nars, one on the right to adequate food and another 
about how to be active in FIAn, with a focus on the 
Marlin case and the Swedish group supporting the case. 
In the autumn the section focused on fundraising. 

Switzerland

In 2011, FIAn Switzerland and its partner organisation, 
CoDAp (Centre for advice and support for young people  
on matters of human rights), continued their Campaign 
for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights involving more 
than 30 Swiss civil society organisations and trade un-
ions. the campaign follows up on Switzerland’s 2010 
examination before the un Committee for economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights, which resulted in 28 rec-
ommendations for ways of improving the enjoyment of 
eSCR in Switzerland. to assist in their application, 
“Guidelines on the Implementation of the expert Recom-
mendations by the un Committee for economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights” were published by the eSCR-Coali-
tion in September 2011. A first series of workshops and 
public events held in Geneva and Bern with communal, 
cantonal and federal authorities contributed to a clearer  
understanding of local and regional contributions to 
the realization of eSCR in Switzerland.
Furthermore, two public events were held for eradication  
of World poverty Day and World Food Day. peasants’ 

Rights were the subject of a FIAn-organized event 
with Via Campesina representatives. FIAn also joined 
the large national campaign “Rights Without Borders”, 
which aims to increase the respect for human rights 
and environmental standards of Swiss multinational 
enterprises operating abroad through amendments to 
national legislation. 

↥  Action in Brussels on 10 th anniversary of Ugandan  
peasants’ eviction in Mubende.  
Photo: FIAN Belgium
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Brazil

In 2011 FIAn Brazil focused its work on two priority  
cases: Brejo dos Crioulos and Guarani-Kaiowá. In the 
case of the Guarani-Kaiowá, there was an increase in 
violence against indigenous peoples and criminaliza-
tion of its leaders. this, together with a stagnating  
regularization process of indigenous lands, led FIAn 
to apply for precautionary measures with the Inter-
American Commission for Human Rights (IACHR) in the 
beginning of 2012, on behalf of the Guarani-Kaiowá  
Indigenous Communities and their leaders.
In the case of Brejo dos Crioulos, there is reason to  
celebrate. In September 2011, following 12 years of 
struggle and pressure after several activities in Brasilia 
in 2011, the decree was signed to expropriate the land 
corresponding to the Brejo dos Crioulos territory. this 
is seen as a step forward in recognizing the rights of 
quilombola communities. However, the expropriation 
process still needs to be implemented.
FIAn also advocated for ratification of the optional 
protocol, including the distribution of 2000 fact sheets 
on the importance of ratification at the 4 th national 
Conference on Food Security and nutrition. A major  

advance regarding the realization of the right to food in 
Brazil concerns the institutionalization of the national 
System for Food and nutritional Security, through the 
adoption of a national plan on the matter (plAnSAn). 
the plan is marked by the principles of social participa-
tion and establishment of a culture of rights, and fore-
sees training in human rights; empowerment of rights 
holders; and the provision in all programs and activi-
ties of SAn of enforceability mechanisms, monitoring,  
evaluation, accountability and social control. 

Ecuador

During 2011, FIAn ecuador continued its work in many 
different areas. they undertook verification tours on 
cases of human rights violations in relation to mono-
crops and mining, in conjunction with the Interamerican 
platform of Human Rights, Democracy and Development 
and Real World Radio from uruguay. A report on land 
and the right to food in ecuador, elaborated by FIAn in 
2010, was publicly presented in Geneva on December 
5, 2011, during the pre-sessional working group of the 
un Committee on economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 
In the same session, the la toglla case was presented, 

Latin America

↥  Woman cooking, Xalalá, Guatemala. Photo: FIAN Netherlands
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where the territories of the ancestral community of la 
toglla are threatened by real estate interests.
FIAn ecuador also participated in the Continental Meet-
ing for Water and the pachamama, and joined up at the 
national and regional level with several organizations, 
among others on SAnSoBAl, a regional program to pro-
mote Food and nutritional Security and Food Sovereignty.  
A workshop on peasant’s Rights was organized with a 
delegate from Brazil’s pastoral land. FIAn ecuador also 
provided an Input to the new land law proposed by the 
indigenous movements, and took preparatory steps for 
the landless people’s Conference (Congreso de los Sin 
tierra) to be held in April 2012. In order to disseminate 
their work even more effectively, FIAn ecuador develop-
ed and diffused radio spots on the right to food, as well 
as two short videos on water and mining. 

Honduras

the repercussions of the coup d’etat of 2009 were heavily  
felt in Honduras also in 2011. persecution, killings and 
harassment against human rights defenders, jour-
nalists, activists of the resistance movement and par-
ticularly of the peasant organizations have increased 
to alarming levels. Following statistical date of the 
un, Honduras is today among the leading countries in  
violence worldwide. Within this extremely difficult con-
text, FIAn Honduras has continued its daily work for the 
defense of human rights of most affected groups and 
communities, by documenting and accompanying cases 
and realizing capacity building measures for human  
rights defenders in different parts of the country.  
priority attention was given in 2011 to the agrarian 
conflict in the Bajo Aguán which involves more than 
3.500 peasant families who have suffered from as-
sassinations of community leaders, forced evictions,  
torture, death threats, harassment, and other forms of 
repression, particularly during 2011. FIAn Honduras  
has been working in close communication with the  
affected peasant communities and has continuously fed 
the case information into the international case cam-
paign conducted by FIAn International in cooperation 
with an increasing number of international partners and 
networks. 

Mexico

After years of struggling to overcome the opposition  
to recognize the human right to food, this year the 
right to food movement in Mexico has had several  
victories: In April, constitutional reforms were approved  
that incorporate the international human rights trea-
ties signed as national law, in the constitution. the  

Human Right to Food was also recognized and enacted in 
october, becoming a constitutional right. In november,  
the Mexico Chapter of the parliamentary Front against 
Hunger in latin America and the Caribbean was estab-
lished, and an act was signed, with the participation of 
civil society, including FIAn Mexico, as an adjunct to the 
process and it was agreed to begin public consultation 
to define the outlines of a right to food framework law. 
Regarding the capacity building project in the states of 
Guerrero and Morelos, there has been work on a public 
policy proposal on the Human Right to Food with a gender  
perspective. Also, in regard to the ratification campaign 
of the optional protocol to the ICeSCR, together with 
the various organizations of the eSCR Coalition, 18,000 
signatures were collected and delivered during a mo-
bilization, along with a letter by the FIAn International 
Secretariat in support of this process. 
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↥  Fruit and vegetable market, Essakane, Burkina Faso. Photo: Florence Kroff
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Financial Picture

Financial picture (Incorporating income and expenditure account) for the year ending 
on December 31 st, 2011.

the financial picture is an extract of the information from the statutory accounts of FIAn International Secretariat, 
audited by an independent chartered accountant (pKF – Riedel, Appel & Hornig GmbH). the audit certificate was 
signed in February 2012. the budget of the FIAn Sections and Co-ordinations is not part of this financial picture. 
the accounts are in euros (€).

2010 (in €) 2011 (in €)

Income

project Income 1.255.696,45 1.408.762,88

Membership dues 73.118,34 43.921,12

Miscellaneous 48.499,88 120.365,01

Donations 5.982,14 4.225,00

Interest income 1.643,62 1.989.35

Sales 0,00 745,00

Total income 1.384.940,43 1.580.008,36

Expenditures

personnel expenses 624.264,69 741.043,65

transfer to sections 165.970,73 333.814,87

travel expenses 112.644,97 150.132,32

Seminars / conferences 176.847,80 71.142,45

publications 89.105,32 78.044,47

office expenses 74.123,49 69.697,41

Rent 22.593,88 25.307,87

IeC 16.318,65 22.138,52

Accounting Costs 4.387,65 4.916,70

Depreciation 696,51 5.006,28

Solidarity Fund 930,00 0,00

Total expenditure 1.287.883,69 1.501.244,54

Result from ordinary activities 97.056,74 78.763,82

Flow to / from reserves 97.000,00 78.700,00

Result 56,74 63,82
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FIAN Publications 2011

All publications can be downloaded at ↗ www.fian.org, unless otherwise indicated.

Periodicals

Right to Food and Nutrition Watch 2011
Annual review focusing on the theme: 
“Claiming Human Rights: the Accountability Challenge”
Editors: Anne Bellows, Maarten Immink, Stineke oenema, 
Biraj patnaik, Fernanda Siles, Sara Speicher, Saul Vicente, 
Bernard Walter, léa Winter, Martin Wolpold-Bosien
Published by: Brot für die Welt, ICCo, FIAn International
english, Spanish, French
(october 2011)
Also available at: ↗ www.rtfn-watch.org

Right to Food Quarterly Vol.6 No.1
Analysis of trends in the right to food arena
Editors: Wilma Strothenke, Alana Mann
Published by: FIAn International
english
(June 2011)

FIAN International Annual Report 2010
Summary of the successes and main activities under-
taken by FIAn International and its worldwide sections 
and co-ordinations.
Editors: Wilma Strothenke, nikki Smirl
Published by: FIAn International
english, Spanish
(April 2011)

Case and Country Reports

FIAN – 25 years supporting the struggle for the  
human right to adequate food
Brochure with overview of FIAn’s 25 years of  
commitment to the right to food, highlighting eight 
cases of violations of this right in Brazil, Guatemala, 
philippines, Cambodia, India, Colombia, uganda and
nepal.
Editor: Wilma Strothenke
Published by: FIAn International
english, French, Spanish, Dutch, German, norwegian, Swedish
(September 2011)

The Right to Adequate Food in Cameroon
parallel report in response to periodic report of  
Cameroon to the Committee on economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights
Published by: Community Initiative for Sustainable  
Development (CoMInSuD), Cameroon Movement on the Right 
to Food (CAMoRIF), national Committee World Day of prayer –  
Cameroon, with the support of FIAn International and  
Bread for All
english
(September 2011)

El Derecho a la Alimentación y la Situación de  
Defensoras y Defensores de Derechos Humanos en
Guatemala
A report of a follow-up mission by ApRoDeV, CIDSe, 
CIFCA, FIAn and Vía Campesina International on the 
Right to Food and the Situation of the Human Rights 
Defenders in Guatemala
Editor: Ricardo Zepeda
Spanish
(August 2011)

The Right to Adequate Food of Women in Nepal
parallel Report in response to combined fourth and 
fifth periodic report of States parties – Submitted to 
CeDAW’s 49 th Session
Published by: FIAn International, FIAn nepal
english
(July 2011)

Honduras: Human Rights Violations in Bajo Aguán
International Fact Finding Mission Report
Published by: ApRoDeV, CIFCA, FIAn International, FIDH,  
Rel-uItA, Via Campesina International
Spanish, english
(July 2011)

El Derecho a la Alimentación en el Ecuador
the Right to Food in ecuador – An evaluation of the 
ecuadorian people’s nutritional State from a Human 
Rights perspective – Report 2010
Edited and published by: FIAn ecuador
Spanish
(March 2011)
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Germany – Extraterritorial State Obligations
parallel report in response to the 5th periodic Report 
of the Federal Republic of Germany on the  
implementation of the International Covenant on  
economic, Social and Cultural Rights
Submitted by: Brot für die Welt, FIAn Deutschland,  
GegenStrömung, Deutsche Kommission Justitia et pax,  
MISeReoR, urgewald
english
(March 2011)

Reports, Studies and Policy Papers

Human rights, climate change, and climate policies 
in Kenya
Study on how climate variability and agrofuel expansion 
impact on the enjoyment of human rights in the tana 
Delta in Kenya
Editor: Jeannette Schade
Published by: FIAn Germany and Center on Migration,  
Citizenship and Development CoMCAD (Bielefeld university), in 
collaboration with Kenya Youth Foundation KYF and CeMIRIDe
english
(December 2011)

Gender, Nutrition and Right to Adequate Food
A report of the workshop on Gender, nutrition and the  
Right to Adequate Food held with the Department
of Gender and nutrition at the university of Hohenheim
Edited and Published by: Department of Gender and  
nutrition at the university of Hohenheim and FIAn International
english
(november 2011)

Human Rights in a changing Climate
Demands on German and International Climate policy: 
the Human Rights to Food and to Water
Editors: Johannes Brandstäter, ute Hausmann, Markus Janzen,  
Maria Müller-lindenlauf, Armin paasch
english
(August 2011)

Promover el Derecho a la Alimentación en Centro 
América
Between the human rights approach and development 
cooperation – experiences from Central America
Published by: German Working Group on the Right to land in 
Central America, composed of Brot für die Welt, evangelischer 
entwicklungsdienst, MISeReoR, terre des Hommes Germany, 
Christliche Initiative Romero, FIAn International
Spanish, German
(May 2011)

Civil Society Organizations’ Proposals for the FAO 
Guidelines on Responsible Governance of Land and  
Natural Resources Tenure
Published by: FIAn International
english, Spanish, French
(March 2011)

German Investment Funds involved in Landgrabbing
Study on the role of the German private sector as an  
actor in the global rush for land
Editor: Roman Herre
Published by: FIAn Germany
english
(December 2010)

Manuals and Toolkits

HAKI ZETU:  
ESC Rights in Practice – The Right to Adequate Food
this publication is one of a handbook series for local 
civil society groups in Africa.
Developed by: FIAn in collaboration with Amnesty International
english, French
(April 2011)

Toolkit for Action for the Optional Protocol to the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights
the toolkit for Action for the optional protocol to  
the International Covenant on economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights provides practical guidance to nGos and  
other civil society groups, as well as States on their 
work around the optional protocol, and consists of 
four booklets.
Published by: International nGo Coalition for the optional 
protocol to the ICeSCR. the nGo Coalition is led by a Steering 
Committee, comprised of representatives from a number of
organizations, among them FIAn International.
english, Spanish, French, Arabic
(February 2011)
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FIAn International 
Secretariat
Willy-Brandt-platz 5
69115 Heidelberg
p.o. Box 10 22 43, 69012 Heidelberg
Germany
phone: +49–6221 65300 30
fax: +49–6221 65300 33
contact@fian.org
↗ www.fian.org

FIAn International  
Secretariat – Geneva  
office
Maison des Associations
15, Rue des Savoises
1205 Genève
Switzerland
phone: +41–22 328 03 41
fax: +41–22 328 03 42
suarez-franco@fian.org
winter@fian.org

List of the  
International Executive 
Committee Members

Irio Conti 
president

Aurea Miclat-Teves 
Vice president

Georg Näger 
treasurer

Anita Klum

Huguette Akplogan Dossa

Prem Dangal

Salvador Molina Velasquez

Suman

FIAN Sections

FIAN Austria
Schwarzspanierstraße 15 / 3 / 1
1090 Wien
Austria
phone: +43–01 2350239
office@fian.at
↗ www.fian.at

FIAN Belgium
Rue van elewijck 35
1050 Bruxelles
Belgium
phone: +32–264 084 17
fian@fian.be
↗ www.fian.be

FIAN Brazil
Rua 19, n. 35 – ed. Dom Abel-Sala 03
Centro – Cep74030-090
Goiânia-Go
Brazil
phone: +55–62 3092 4611
fian@fianbrasil.org.br
↗ www.fianbrasil.org.br

FIAN Germany
Briedeler Straße 13
50969 Köln
Germany
phone: +49–221 702 0072
fian@fian.de
↗ www.fian.de

FIAN Ghana
p.o.Box 2062
Accra
Ghana
phone: +233–244 656632
mikeanane@yahoo.com

FIAN Honduras
Colonia tepeyac, Boulevard las Minitas
Apartamentos Vista Hermosa no. 17
tegucigalpa
Honduras
Mailing address: Apdo. postal 5303
tegucigalpa, A.M.d.C. Honduras
phone: +504–213 9258
fian@fian.hn
↗ www.fian.hn

FIAN India
5 / 29-B, Ground Floor, Jangpura-B
new Delhi–110014
India
phone: +91–11 2437 5286
fianindia2011@gmail.com
↗ www.fian.in

FIAN India / Andhra pradesh
t. Ravi Kumar
5-20 / B Ashoknagar, Kothur
Khammam–507003
Andhra pradesh, India
phone: +91–986 603 5859
fianap2003@gmail.com

FIAN India / Karnataka
c / o John Bosco y tulip
9 th Cross, Bhagyanagar
Belgaum–590006
India
phone: +91–831 248 4491
fiankarnataka@gmail.com

FIAN India / Rajasthan
c / o GRAVIS
3 / 437, 458, Milk Men Colony
pal Road
Jodhpur–342008
India
phone: +91–291 278 5116
rajendra@gravis.org.in

FIAN India / tamil nadu
11 p.t. Rajan Road, 5 Street
Madurai–625002
tamil nadu, India
phone: +91–452 422 0353
fiantn@rediffmail.com

FIAN India / uttar pradesh
c / o Sanjay K. Rai
A-8, Sarvoday nagar Indira nagar
lucknow–226016
uttar pradesh, India
phone: +91–522 234 9556
fianup@yahoo.com

Contacts
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FIAN India / West Bengal
c / o IMSe, 195 Jodhpur park
Kolkata–700068
India
phone: +91–332 412 8426
fianwestbengal@vsnl.net
↗ www.fianwb.org

FIAN Mexico
Huatusco 39, Col. Roma Sur,  
Deleg. Cuauhtémoc
C.p. 06760 México D.F.
México
phone: +55–5111 6256
fian_mex@yahoo.com.mx
↗ www.fianmexico.org

FIAN Nepal
p.o.Box 11363
Kathmandu
nepal
phone: +977–1 50 11 609
info@fiannepal.org
↗ www.fiannepal.org

FIAN Netherlands
De Wittenstraat 25
1052 AK Amsterdam
netherlands
phone: +31–6 81243351
fian@fian-nederland.nl
↗ www.fian-nederland.nl

FIAN Norway
Kirkegata 5
0 153 oslo 
norway
phone: +47–901 38 264
post@fian.no
↗ www.fian.no

FIAN Philippines
91 Madasalin Street, Sikatuna Village
Quezon City
philippines
phone: +63–237 439 86
fian.philippines@gmail.com
↗ www.fianphilippines.org

FIAN Sweden
Hammarby Allé 93
12063 Stockholm
Sweden
phone: +46–864 393 47
info@fian.se
↗ www.fian.se

FIAN Switzerland
Maison des Associations
15, Rue des Savoises
1205 Genève
Switzerland
phone: +41–22 328 0340
fian@fian-ch.org
↗ www.fian-ch.org

FIAN Co-Ordinations

FIAN Burkina Faso
11 Bp 963 CMS
ouagadougou 11
Burkina Faso
phone: +226–707 345 22
fianburkina@gmail.com

FIAN Ecuador
Selva Alegre 915 y Carvajal
edificio el Marqués, Dept. 6
Quito
ecuador
phone: +593–022 237 622
info@fianecuador.org.ec
↗ www.fianecuador.org.ec

FIAN France
15 Rue Georges Jacquet
F-38000 Grenoble
France
phone: +33–630 843 376
contact@fian.fr
↗ www.fian.fr

FIAN Zambia
plot 339, off Kudu Road
Kabulonga extension
lusaka
Zambia
mobile: +26–60 966425 784
anglmwape@yahoo.com

For FIAn contacts in other  
countries, please contact the 
FIAn International Secretariat.
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How to get active

Get informed and tell others 
about FIAN
→  Subscribe to FIAN newsletter

→  Subscribe to FIAN RSS / newsfeeds

→  like us on Facebook
   ↗ www.facebook.com/FIAN.International

→  Follow us on twitter
 @FIANista

Get involved
→  participate in FIAN urgent Actions

→  Become a member of FIAN

Donate
→  International Bank transfer
  FIAN – FoodFirst Information & Action Network 

GlS Gemeinschaftsbank eG, Germany 
IBAN: De37 4306 0967 6020 0223 00  
BIC / SWIFt Code: GeNo DeM1 GlS

→  Donate online via paypal
   ↗ www.fian.org/get-involved/donate

 ↗ www.fian.org

FIAN – 25 years supporting  
the struggle for the human right 
to adequate food
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