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1EDITORIAL

At the right to food front, important deve
lopments are taking shape at international 
and national levels, some of which are 
covered in this Right to Food Journal.

On the occasion of the 20th anniversary 
celebrations of the 1993 World Confer
ence on Human Rights in Vienna this 
year, a new actor in the right to food field 
was introduced: the Global Network on 
the Right to Food and Nutrition, which 
joins forces of human rights activists 
from social movements, NGOs and 
academia. In parallel, the Vienna+20 
Declaration, outcome of the civil society 
organizations’ conference in Vienna, 
strongly asks for the primacy of human 
rights and includes several demands on 
the right to adequate food and nutrition. 

The entry into force of the Optional Pro
tocol to the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
in May 2013 opens up new avenues to 
make economic, social and cultural rights, 
including the right to adequate food,  
justiciable, as is analysed in an article by 
Suad Elias. Mohammed Ikhwan describes 
in another article the steps taken towards 
the international strengthening of the  
human rights of peasants, advancing in 
the path to food sovereignty. 

At the national level, FIAN India describes 
achievements and shortcomings of the 
National Food Security Act, which was 
passed by the Indian Parliament and 
seeks to provide heavilysubsidized food 
grains to twothirds of India’s people. Civil 

society in the Philippines also strongly 
mobilizes towards the development of 
a National Right to Food Framework 
Law. How to achieve dignity for women 
peasants’ rights is the focus of an article 
on methodological approaches to field 
work in Colombia. And lastly, in Uganda, 
a milestone judgement was sentenced in 
the Mubende case after a lawsuit of more 
than 11 years, ordering that compensation 
be paid to more than 2.000 evictees of 
the Kaweri Coffee Plantation 

We wish you a pleasant reading.

Wilma Strothenke 
FIAN International
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2 Strengthening the Human Rights Movement Globally
The Vienna + 20 CSO Conference  By Brid Brennan and Rolf Künnemann

The theme Strengthening the Human Rights Movement 
globally framed the Civil Society Organizations’ (CSO) 
Conference Vienna+20 held in Vienna on June 25-26, 2013, 
side by side with the Vienna+20 conference of the Austrian 
government and the UN Office of the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights (OHCHR). Parallel with these events, 
a colorful “Vienna+20 Action Week” projected the human 
rights agenda in several activities in the Austrian capital.

Specific Preparatory Groups had developed proposals around 
main themes or specific sectors, which were debated in the 
twoday civil society conference and formed the substantive 
text of the final Vienna+20 CSO Declaration. The Conference 
acknowledged we are living in an era of intense interrelated 
crises – economic, social, financial, environmental –, but 
empha sized that the primacy of a strong human rights regime 
is an essential component of the CSO response to these crises. 

The diversity in participation from explicit human rights networks 
and social movements including peasants, fisherfolk, indige
nous, migrants and refugees, women, and food sovereignty 
movements was significant at the Conference. And so was the 
convergence of the voices in the call to implement the primacy 
of human rights. A global human rights movement was tangible 
to extend beyond the narrow circle of the usual human rights 
organizations and include new parts of civil society worldwide. 
The Vienna+20 Declaration demanded human rights centered 
macroeconomic policies and financial regulations, and the 
primacy of human rights over the international commercial law 
created in the past 20 years. Similarly, clear words were found 
to criticize the participation of corporations in policy making and 
how such practice tends to corrupt State institutions. 

Throughout the Vienna+20 Declaration, statements of principle 
are matched by very specific and concrete demands aimed at 
the enhancement of people’s daily lives and well being. States 
are urged to ensure that any sustainable economic develop
ment framework, along with its goals, targets, and indicators, 
are aligned with economic, social, cultural, civil, political and 
environmental human rights. Furthermore, with prioritization 
of marginalized sectors on the basis of nondiscrimination and 
equality, States are demanded to respect, protect, and fulfill 
the economic, social, and cultural rights of all peoples, by  
immediately ensuring universal social protection floors, universal 
health coverage, adequate food and nutrition, water, sanitation, 
education and housing. Food and sustainable livelihoods in  
agriculture emerge as a central concern as States are demanded 
to develop new human rightsbased policies aimed at promoting 
food sovereignty, stopping the rampant trend of land grabbling, 
regulating corporate private sector investments in agriculture, 
increasing the diversification of small holder agriculture, and 
promoting agroecological methods. 

A strong and recurring theme in the Declaration is the respon
sibility of States to fully integrate extraterritorial obligations 
(ETOs). Special attention was given to the application of the 
Maastricht Principles on ETOs as the central terms of reference 
into the law, policies and practices at national and international 
levels, and to apply these principles in reporting and monitoring 
systems. It was also urged to include them in accountability and 
remedial procedures. Moreover, the review of compliance with 
these obligations needs to be strengthened in jurisprudence 

and in the interpretation of international law – whenever States 
are acting unilaterally and multilaterally, including through inter
governmental organizations.

NEED FOR INTERNATIONAL REGULATION ON TNC

The agenda of corporate power and the influence of corpora
tions on government policies and decision making, as a root 
cause of current crises, is also a recurrent issue addressed in 
the Declaration. States are called on to urgently develop and 
institute binding systems of international regulation and norms 
on TNCs activities. Furthermore, States are urged to establish a 
new international legal body complementary to national jurisdic
tions (such as an International Human Rights Court for TNCs), 
and other necessary instruments and mechanisms to ensure 
that all corporate entities, including TNCs and other business 
enterprises, cannot evade accountability and will be judged and 
sanctioned when binding human rights obligations are violated 
and crimes are committed.

Among the new voices being heard at the Vienna+20 Confer
ence, the voice of the migrant, refugee and displaced movements 
was significant. These movements were quite present to the 
preparatory process as well as participants in the Conference. 
This reflects both the pressures impacting human rights of these 
sectors in a context of an increasing trend of closed borders, 
criminalization, restrictive and repressive migration, and asylum 
procedures. The Declaration urges States to guarantee and 
implement the human rights of migrants, refugees and displaced 
persons as enshrined in the UN Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, UN Migrant Convention (1991), the ILO Conventions 
97, 143, 181, 189, the Maritime Labour Convention of 2006, 
and the Refugee Convention (1951) and Protocol (1967). Fur
thermore, States are urged to insist on zero tolerance of racism 
and to address xenophobic attacks on migrant and refugees, 
including the islamophobia towards people of Muslim origin. In 
addition, the demand is made to end criminalization of migrants 
and refugees, to regularise those who are undocumented, 
and to stop the growing use of mass detention and expulsion, 
including all violent border regimes (e.g. MexicoUS and EU
Mediterranean Sea). 

ADVANCES IN ESTAbLISHING PRIMACy OF HUMAN RIGHTS

In the twenty years since the 1993 World Conference, it is 
clear that several advances have been made in establishing 
the primacy of human rights globally. Some of these advances 
can be traced back to the 1993 Conference: The position (and 
office) of the UN High Commissioner, the Optional Protocol to 
the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the 
establishment of national human rights institutions within States. 
We also witness advances made in the area of human rights of 
women. The agendas of gender equality and the inter section 
of genderbased discrimination and genderbased violence 
first articulated in 1993 are now central components of the 
Vienna+20 Declaration. Furthermore, women’s movements, 
who played an important role in the Vienna +20 process and 
Conference, acknowledged that the 1993 Conference was the 
beginning of a new era and breakthrough for women’s rights 
as human rights. Migrants, refugee and displaced movements 
now look to the Vienna+20 Conference as a historic moment 
creating a similar precedent. 
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The current era of crises poses many challenges for the  
human rights movement globally. However, the emergence of 
a new convergence of social movements and human rights 
networks, as exemplified in the Vienna +20 process and Con
ference, indicates that Another human rights regime is not 
only needed but possible. A milestone on the way to this new 
regime could be the 3rd World Conference on Human Rights in 
2018, requested by the Vienna+20 Declaration. The Vienna+ 20 
Conference marks a new intersection of human rights and 
justice movements where Peoples’ sovereignty, and economic, 

environmental, gender, social and cultural justice and rights 
mark the parameters of the Post Vienna+20 road map. The 
Declaration alongside information on the participants’ followup 
work can be found at http://www.viennaplus20.org.

Brid Brennan is Co-ordinator of the economic justice Programme 
of the transnational Institute (tNI) with specific reponsibility for 
the Corporate Power & tNC impunity work; rolf Künnemann is 
the human rights director of FIAN International. he also serves 
as the Secretary of the eto Consortium.

 
VI FOOD AND NUTRITION

34. The Conference condemns the violations of the right to adequate 
food and nutrition that result in hunger, malnutrition and related 
diseases, most of them affecting small scale food producers, mar
ginalized urban and rural workers, discriminated social groups, the 
unemployed and their families. States are called upon to implement 
public policies that respect, protect and fulfil, individuals’, groups’ and 
peoples’ equal access, without any discrimination to basic resources 
(land, water, seeds, credit); jobs and decent living wages; essential 
public services (water, sanitation, education, quality healthcare); social 
protection and social security, including basic income, in line with the 
food sovereignty framework. 

35. Private corporate abuses are strongly condemned such as land and 
resource grabbing, expansion of capital intensive monoculture for the 
production of GMO crops and agrofuels, payment of exploitative wages, 
union busting, violence against and criminalization of the struggle of 
communities in defence of their rights, breaches of the International 
Code of Marketing of Breastmilk Substitutes and subsequent relevant 
WHO resolutions, the marketing of unhealthy ultraprocessed foods 
and beverages, the financialisation of food commodity markets, and 
the poisoning of the soil, water and food with agrochemicals. States 
are called upon to introduce strong human rightsbased regulations 
on the activities of these corporations in their territories, as well as in 
other countries, in line with the Maastricht Principles on Extraterritorial 
Obligations. 

36. States must fully respect, protect and fulfil women’s rights and 
design and revise laws to ensure that women are accorded full and 
equal land rights, as well as take other necessary measures to give 
women access to credit, capital, appropriate technologies, markets, 
and information.

37. States are called upon to reorient their policies and decisively sup
port sustainable agriculture and food systems that integrate gender, par
ticipatory and nutritional dimensions. The new policies must be human 
rightsbased and must aim at promoting food sovereignty, stopping 
the rampant trend of land grabbing, regulating corporate private sector 
investments in agriculture, increasing the diversification of smallholder 
agriculture, promoting agro ecological methods, providing a range of 
local varieties rich in all nutrients, and supporting agricultural research. 

38. Agricultural and food workers feed the world, but their families are 
amongst the most malnourished and food insecure. Furthermore, the 
vital contribution of women smallscale famers and producers to global 
nutrition should be widely recognized and valued. The lack of purchasing 
power of men and women wage workers, in rural and urban settings, 
is one of the main causes of hunger today. Wage earning food work
ers must be assured living wages and smallscale farmers/producers 
fair prices that provide them a fair income with which to support their 

Vienna+20 CSO Declaration – Extracts – adopted in Vienna on June 26, 2013

families and guarantees they have access to adequate, affordable, 
nutritious and safe food and potable water.

39. The reform of the Committee on World Food Security (2009) clearly 
reaffirmed the central responsibility of States in the governance of 
food and nutrition security in consultation with other nonState actors, 
particularly those most affected by hunger and malnutrition. This is 
seen as a very important step. The Conference calls upon States, 
especially rich ones, to fully abide by this multilateral mechanism and 
stop undermining it through initiatives that bypass the CFS and only 
serve the interests of their corporate partners.

40. Breastfeeding is the most costeffective nutrition intervention to 
address child malnutrition. However, it faces many barriers such as 
the aggressive marketing of baby foods by corporations. States are 
called upon to ensure full implementation of the Global Strategy on 
Infant and Young Child Feeding, to position breastfeeding as a norm, to 
respect and promote communitybased, food sovereignty approaches 
to complementary feeding and to address unwelcomed incursion of 
medicalized, processed, and globalized readytouse commercial foods 
into young child feeding, thus protecting children’s and their mothers’ 
rights to adequate food and nutrition. Justiciable maternity entitlements 
must be instituted by all States to support mothers.

41. States are called upon to regulate through legallybinding instru
ments food corporations producing ultraprocessed foods and bever
ages that promote and foster inadequate diets linked to the increasing 
prevalence of NonCommunicable Diseases. States must sternly guard 
their food policy development and implementation from conflicts of 
interest resulting from undue influence leveraged by corporations and/
or “privatepublicpartnerships”, including in the UN and especially in 
the WHO.

XXIV CONCLUSION

99. The First World Conference on Human Rights took place in Tehran 
1968. The Second World Conference was held in Vienna 1993, 25 years 
later. After another 25 years in 2018 the time will have come for a Third 
World Conference addressing issues of worldwide concern, including 
those raised in this Declaration. For this matter the Vienna+20 CSO 
Conference calls for a Third World Conference on Human Rights in 
2018 that will:

• build upon the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action of 
1993,
• respond to the concerns raised in the current declaration,
• put in place an effective system for holding third parties, such as 
the private corporate sector, to account for human rights violations,
• operationalize the primacy of human rights and guarantee the full 
realization of human rights for all.
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4 “A Source of Inspiration”
The new Global Network on the Right to Food and Nutrition
by Carolin Callenius, Stineke Oenema and Flavio Valente

“All human beings, without discrimination, are entitled 
to enjoy the full realization of the human right to ad-
equate food and nutrition. This right guarantees peo-
ples’ informed participation in the decision-making and 
elaboration of public policies assuring an economically, 
politically, socially, and ecologically sustainable supply 
of adequate and nutritious food within the frameworks 
of food and of people’s sovereignty; [...]”1

This quote appears in the “Call for Joint Action” of the newly 
launched Global Network for the Right to Food and Nutrition, 
which brings together human rights activists from social move
ments, NGOs and academia. By joining forces, the members of 
the Global Network will be fighting together for the realization 
of one of the most violated human rights.

The Global Network for the Right to Food and Nutrition, an 
initiative of civil society organizations and international social 
movements, including peasants, fisherfolk, pastoralists, indig
enous peoples, and food and agricultural workers, was publicly 
launched on June 24, 2013 in Austria, as part of the Vienna+20 
Action Week commemorating the 20th anniversary of the 1993 
UN World Conference on Human Rights. On this occasion, 
founding members of the Global Network from Asia, Africa, 
Europe and the Americas explained the need and potential 
of the new initiative – its nature, priorities and what value it 
would add – based on their experiences in local, national and 
international struggles to fight violations of the right to food 
and nutrition.2 

To date, 21 organizations and networks have confirmed their 
membership3; civil society organizations and social movements 
are invited to join the Global Network if they fully endorse the 
principles outlined in the Charter.4 The Global Network is also 
closely linked to the annual right to Food and Nutrition Watch5, 
the first periodical publication to undertake an international re
view and monitoring of states’ actions and omissions related to 
the realization of the right to food. The majority of the right to 
Food and Nutrition Watch Consortium members participate in 
both endeavors, thus ensuring a synergy of the Global Network 
and the Watch as its most prominent monitoring tool. 

SPACE FOR DIALOGUE AND MObILIzATION

The Global Network is intended to be a space for dialogue and 
a place for mobilization; a common ground where members 
can strengthen their efforts to hold states accountable for their 

1 Global Network for the Right to Food and Nutrition, Call for Joint Action, June 2013. http://
www.fian.org/fileadmin/media/publications/GNRtFN__Formatted_Network_Call_to_Action.
pdf

2 Watch pictures and videos of the launch event at: http://www.fian.org/en/whatwedo/issues/
monitoringaccountability/globalnetworkfortherighttofoodandnutrition

3 The 21 founding members of the Network are: World Organization against Torture (OMCT); 
World Forum of Fish Workers and Fish Harvesters (WFF); World Forum of Fisher People 
(WFFP); World Alliance of Mobile and Indigenous Peoples (WAMIP); Terra Nuova; Right to 
Food Campaign India; Peoples’ Health Movement (PHM), Observatori DESC; ICCO; Habitat 
International Coalition (HIC), InterAmerican Platform for Human Rights, Democracy and 
Development (PIDHDD); International Baby Food Action Network (IBFAN); International 
Indian Treaty Council (IITC); International Union of Food Workers (IUF); FIAN International; 
Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance (EAA); Dan Church Aid (DCA); Centro Internazionale Crocevia; 
CIDSE international alliance of Catholic development agencies; Brot für die Welt; African 
Network on the Right to Food (ANoRFRAPDA).

4 Global Network for the Right to Food and Nutrition, Charter, June 2013. http://www.fian.org/
fileadmin/media/publications/GNRtFN__Formatted_Charter.pdf

5 Right to Food and Nutrition Watch website: http://www.rtfnwatch.org

obligation to realize the right to adequate food and nutrition. 
It supports the struggles of members of social movements 
and groups who, as a result of violations of these rights, may 
suffer repression, violence, and criminalization. Additionally, 
the Global Network works towards ending the impunity of 
statecondoned human rights violations and those carried out 
by nonstate actors. 

At its Vienna launch, the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right 
to Food, Olivier De Schutter, declared that 

“... the global Network for the right to Food and Nutrition is 
vital to move beyond the existing achievements, and in the 
course of doing so, to build capacity and expertise to have 
the right to food become transformational and effective in 
the international agenda. the convergence of the Network 
sends a very strong message that is empowering for all the 
institutional actors that seek to improve accountability and 
democracy in the food systems. Courts, parliamentarians and 
national human rights institutions will not move unless you 
move first. they will only make progress if they feel that they 
benefit from this support. I do not know whether you need 
them, but I certainly know that they need you as a source 
of inspiration, of knowledge and support.”6 

STRENGTHEN PEOPLE’S STRUGGLES ON THE GROUND

Members of the Global Network share the Special Rapporteur’s 
enthusiasm about how it can contribute to their independent and 
joint efforts. Christine Campeau of the Ecumenical Advocacy 
Alliance stated that the Global Network will help to strengthen 
the capacities of all Alliance members, increasing the effective
ness of their struggles and helping to raise awareness of the 
right to food and nutrition worldwide. Biraj Patnaik of India’s 
Right to Food Campaign said it creates a new space that shall 
be occupied mainly by those whose rights have been denied. 
Speakers from social movements, including Mani Jorge Stanley 
of the International Indian Treaty Council and Svetlana Boincean 
of the International Union of Food workers, expect the Global 
Network will strengthen peoples’ struggles on the ground 
through joint international action and shared global strategies. 

The overarching aim of the Global Network seamlessly aligns 
with the goals of the right to Food and Nutrition Watch and in 
specific the theme of its 2013 issue Alternatives and resistance 
Against Policies that generate hunger7: To denounce policies 
that generate hunger, while simultaneously mobilize positive 
power to generate policies that fight hunger.

Carolin Callenius works on the right to Food at Brot für die 
Welt; Stineke oenema is the Programme Coordinator of Food 
and Nutrition Security at ICCo Cooperation; Flavio valente 
is the Secretary general of FIAN International. the three or-
ganizations are publishers of the right to Food and Nutrition 
Watch and members of the global Network on the right to 
Food and Nutrition.

6 See note 2

7 Right to Food and Nutrition Watch 2013: Alternatives and Resistance against Policies that 
Generate Hunger, published by Brot für die Welt, FIAN International and ICCO Cooperation, 
Heidelberg, October 2013, soon available at http://www.rtfnwatch.org
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5In the Path to Food Sovereignty 
Rights for Peasants are Taking Power
by Mohammed Ikhwan

The plight for food sovereignty means the fight for land, 
water and productive agrarian resources to produce healthy 
and nutritious food, which is a task conducted by peas-
ants. However, as proofed by history and in the wake of 
contemporary challenges (e.g. growing conflicts over land, 
water, and also food prices and climate crises), peasants 
have been disempowered and discriminated. Hunger, like 
poverty, is still predominantly a rural problem where those 
who produce food suffer disproportionally, particularly in 
developing countries. The key to end this is to give power 
to peasants by recognizing and further protecting peas-
ants’ basic rights. Thus, food sovereignty is within reach. 

Now, we need to ask this important question: How to give 
“power” to the peasantry – the backbone producer of food? 
After all, there will be no food sovereignty without land, water, 
seeds, a fair price, or the guarantee for preserving traditional 
knowledge and Mother Earth. Food sovereignty would basically 
not exist without giving peasants their very basic rights to be 
able to produce food and preserve the planet. 

PEASANTS ACTUALLy PRACTICE FOOD SOVEREIGNTy

A current pursue today is the recognition and further protection 
of human rights for peasants at the international level, since 
problems of human rights of peasants (or of food sovereignty) are 
the problems of all nations. Initially, a set of basic rights with the 
goal to ratify laws to protect peasant rights was concluded at the 
International Conference of La Via Campesina 2008 in Jakarta. 
Also, peasants actually practice food sovereignty: they create 
alternative markets, direct connections between producers 
and consumers, cooperatives, and agroecology practices to cool 
down the planet. Nevertheless, a recent study by the United 
Nations Human Rights Council Advisory Committee (Document 
A/HRC/19/75) concluded that current existing instruments  
remain insufficient to fully protect the rights of peasants and 
other people working in rural areas.1

A monumental time for the struggle was reached on Septem
ber 24, 2012 when the United Nations Human Rights Council 
adopted a resolution hinting a new instrument for the rights of the 
world’s estimated 1.2 billion peasants and other people working 
in rural areas. The complete recognition covers smallholder farm
ers, agricultural workers, indigenous people, peasant women 
and landless workers, fisher communities, different groups work
ing in rural areas, peasant farmers, and hunters and gatherers 
worldwide. In this resolution, the Intergovermental Working 
Group (IWG) was established with a mandate of negotiating, 
finalizing and submitting to the Human Rights Council a Draft 
United Nations Declaration on the rights of peasants and other 
people working in rural areas.

The first session of the IWG, chaired by Angelica C. Navarro 
Llanos, the Ambassador of Bolivia, was held from July 1519, 
2013 at the Palais des Nations in Geneva, which marked the 
continuation of the pursuit of recognition and further protec
tion of rights of peasants. This first session was attended by 
intergovernmental organizations, states, civil society organiza

1 The basic working documents of this draft are resolution A/HRC/RES/21/19 and A/HRC/19/75. 
These documents are available at: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RuralAreas/
Pages/WGRuralAreasIndex.aspx

tions, human rights institutions, representatives of peasants 
and other rural workers, as well as other relevant stakeholders 
actively and constructively contributing to this initiative on the 
rights of peasants and other people working in rural areas.2 
Three tematic panels with a total of 18 speakers shaped the 
first session of the IWG. The first panel discussed “the impor
tance of peasants, including their positive contribution to food 
security, the fight against climate change and the conservation 
of biodiversity”; the second panel included “the situation of  
human rights in rural areas, in particular in terms of discrimina
tion, poverty and hunger”; and the third focused on “the need 
for a UN Declaration on the rights of peasants and other people 
working in rural areas”.3 

ADDRESSING GAPS IN CURRENT LEGAL FRAMEWORk

Although this initial session of the IWG mentioned some aspects 
need to be resolved, negotiated and subjected to further debates, 
the first session was acknowledged as the next step towards the 
declaration on the rights of peasants and other people working 
in rural areas. Some delegations emphasized the importance 
of the rights of peasants and other people working in rural  
areas, especially for the realization of food security, combating  
discrimination and tackling food crisis, whereas other dele
gations, especially the EU and US, questioned again the 
procedures of developing this draft, as they feel the Advisory 
Committee had worked without mandate to present a draft 
declaration in its study’s annex. Many delegations expressed 
their support for the draft declaration, stating that a new instru
ment would enhance the protection of the rights of peasants by 
addressing the gaps in the current legal framework, by clarify
ing the obligations of states as well as the specific rights that 
peasants could claim. They also noted that the draft would send 
a strong political message on the need to protect this marginal
ized population and give communities the ability to claim their 
rights as individuals and in terms of group rights. Simultane
ously, some mentioned the new rights in the declaration have 
no broad consensus, questioned collective rights, and pointed 
at the unclear definition of peasants. 

A second session of the IWG is expected to be held in 2014, 
and consultations and processes are open for states, regional 
groups, civil society, and representatives of peasants and 
other people working in rural areas before that session. The 
struggle continues, and direct action on the field, as well as by 
international cooperations, will be required to continue on stage. 

Mohammed Ikhwan is a member of the Indonesian Peasant 
union (SPI), the organization coordinating the rights of peas-
ants’ initiative within the international peasant movement la 
via Campesina.

2 In the IWG participated around 60 delegations of member states, as well as nongovernmental 
organizations in consultative status with ECOSOC (UN Economic and Social Council) in the 
like of CETIM (CentreEurope Tiers Monde), FIAN International – For the Right to Food, and 
FIMARC (International Federation of Rural Adult Catholic Movements); there were as well 
La Via Campesina and HelpAge International. The important initiative by Plurinational State 
of Bolivia (Mr. Marcelo Zambarana) was also addressed at the meeting.

3 Geneviève Savigny of ECVC (European Coordination of La Via Campesina) participated in 
the second panel and Henry Saragih (representing the International Coordination Committee 
of La Via Campesina) in the third.
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in the Philippines
Towards the Development of a National Right to Food Framework Law 

by Aurea Miclat-Teves

Participants of the first “National Conference on the Right 
to Adequate Food: A Collective Action for Policy Reform” 
that took place on February 28, 2013 in Manila, Philippines, 
demanded from authorities, particularly President benigno 
Aquino III, that the right to adequate food should be declared 
a national policy in order to leave a legacy beneficial to 
present and future generations. 

The incidence of hunger in the Philippines has steadily risen 
from 1998 to 2013. According to the latest (second quarter 
2013) survey on hunger by the Social Weather Stations,  
4.9 million Filipino families (with an average of five members 
per household, that means about 24.5 million individuals) have 
experienced involuntary hunger at least once in the past three 
months. That number is nearly five times the population of Sin
gapore. In 2012, the incidence of hunger in the National Capital 
Region of Manila, to mention just one example, had more than 
doubled to 22.9 percent from only 8.1 percent in 1998.1 This 
figure had risen to 23.7 percent by June 2013.

The First National Conference on the Right To Adequate Food 
(RTAF) was hosted by the National Food Coalition (NFC), 
which was formed to tackle the issues surrounding the current 
governance of rural development, environmentally sustainable 
growth, as well as redistributive justice. The Declaration made 
at this Conference affirmed the Philippines’ state obligation to 
secure the RTAF2, which is closely “intertwined with the right 
to land, water, work, education, health, and housing – the right 
to adequate standard of living,” for its people.3

The Declaration was signed by more than 100 participants rep
resenting 50 organizations of nongovernment organizations, 
peoples’ organizations, churchbased and government agen
cies that attended the Conference. It stands firm on the need 
for the Philippine government to draft an enabling law that will 
rectify existing incoherent, noncomplementary and conflicting 
legal mechanisms to contribute to the realization of the Right 
To Adequate Food in the Philippines. 

THE NATIONAL FOOD COALITION

The National Food Coalition (NFC), launched on October 15, 
2012, is composed of over 50 organizations and federations with 
more than 10,000 members combined. They represent the urban 
poor, peasants, indigenous peoples, fisherfolk and the middle 
class. The NFC has highlighted the main drivers of hunger in 
the country such as poverty, inequality and the resulting failure 
of the poor to access available resources. The launching was 
initiated by a marchrally calling for adequate food for all, and 
the signing of an open letter to Philippine President Benigno 
Aquino III. This letter contained the main demands of the NFC, 
namely: 1) to give central importance and support to farmers 
and their concerns; 2) to promote organic rice production; 3) to 
face and take action against damage caused by climate change; 

1 In the rest of Luzon, the incidence increased from an average 17.8 percent in 2012 to 26 
percent in June 2013; in the Visayas, from 14.6 percent to21 percent; and dropping from 
26.3 in Mindanao to 17 percent. Over this period, moderate to severe hunger more than 
doubled to 22.7 percent in June 2013 from 11 percent in 1998. (See http://www.sws.org.ph)

2 “Declaration of the First National Conference on the Right to Adequate Food in the Philippines,” 
FIAN International. http://www.fian.org/news/article/detail/declarationofthefirstnational
conferenceontherighttoadequatefood/

3 Ibid.

and 4) to respect, protect, and fulfill the rights of farmers and 
indigenous peoples. 

In an assessment conducted by the NFC on the Philippine 
legal framework governing the RTAF, the NFC recommended 
the following: first, to adopt a national food policy with the full 
participation of all actors concerned, including the most vulner
able groups; second, to rationalize the food framework law; 
and third, to institute capacity development of the RTAF and 
the promotion of rightsbased approach for its implementation.

Notably, the NFC has helped to build a social infrastructure 
through collectiveaction strategies by raising public awareness 
and education. RTAF orientation and human rights training are 
key elements in educating individuals and groups in grasping 
the hunger and poverty situation in the country and in joining 
the NFC. In order to help raise public awareness, RTAF docu
ments and materials were translated into Filipino.4 Ground level 
consultations and problemfocused group discussions were also 
undertaken around the country on core issues of the RTAF and 
on unified efforts to facilitate a progressive realization of the 
right to adequate food. 

MOVING FORWARD

The NFC is holding numerous workshops and local consulta
tions for the promotion and development of a draft bill on RTAF 
with the participation of vulnerable sectors of Philippine society 
such as indigenous peoples, farmers, fisherfolks, urban poor 
and youth, among others. These consultations and workshops 
not only inform people about the RTAF situation, but also define 
the next step in the process undertaken by the NFC, as they 
identify also all critical points that the draft bill should contain 
to fight hunger and poverty in the Philippines.

The crafting of a draft bill on RTAF is now taking shape in the 
face of continuing public awareness and group discussions 
nationwide. The initial draft bill is entitled “An Act Providing 
a Framework for the Right to Adequate Food and for Other 
Purposes.”

There will be an ongoing dialogue with all sectors concerned 
to validate the initial draft bill and to ensure their rights and 
demands regarding RTAF are included in the bill.

Aurea Miclat-teves is president of FIAN Philippines. She is an 
expert on rural development work and has written extensively 
on the rights-based approach to governance, specifically asset 
reform. She was former vice President of FIAN International 
and now serves in the election Committee. FIAN Philippines is a 
member of the steering committee of the National Food Coalition.

4 The results of these efforts can be seen in the publications of the NFC like books such as 
“The Summary Review of the Philippine Legal framework Governing the RTAF” and “As
serting the Human Right to Food: Local Initiatives to Access Land and Natural Resources 
for Sustainable Food Security in the Philippines”.
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by Suad Elias

All Human Rights for All: 
Celebrating the Entry into Force of the Optional Protocol to the ICESCR

May 5, 2013 was a day of celebration within the human 
rights world. After almost half a century of denying the 
possibility to access justice to victims of violations of  
economic, social and cultural rights (ESCR) within the 
United Nations System, the Optional Protocol to the Inter-
national Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
(OP-ICESCR or Optional Protocol) entered into force. 

The Optional Protocol provides the possibility of presenting a 
case before the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights (CESCR or Committee) to those who suffer violations 
to ESCR, and who do not find a remedy within their countries. 
It also creates a mechanism for the Committee to review  
systematic ESCR violations and for a State to complain before 
the Committee about another State’s human rights situation. 

RESOLVING A LONG-STANDING DIVIDE

The OPICESCR resolves a Cold War divide hardened in 1966 
with the adoption of two separate human rights treaties – one 
protecting civil and political rights, which had a procedure to 
address violations, and one protecting ESCR, which did not. 
In 1948, with the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Hu
man Rights, and again in 1993, during the World Conference 
on Human Rights, the countries of the world affirmed that civil, 
economic, social, political and cultural rights are interdepen
dent and necessary for the wellbeing and dignity of all human 
beings. The OPICESCR has given legal force to this affirma
tion after a quarter century of advocacy and dialogue finally 
resulting in its entry into force in 2013. 

The starting point of the conversation was not encouraging, with 
some countries like the United States, India and Saudi Arabia 
voicing strong opposition of the OPICESCR. The justiciability 
of ESCR was questioned and unfounded misconceptions about 
ESCR resurfaced. However, opposition to the OPICESCR 
confronted the successes of many countries in resolving ESCR 
cases through domestic courts, as well as through regional  
human rights systems. Civil society organizations kept pres
sure not only to ensure the OPICESCR became a reality, but 
also to ensure it became a comprehensive mechanism.1 These 
debates were skillfully facilitated by the Chairperson of the 
Working Group, while several UN Bodies and experts provided 
important guidance throughout the process.

The Group of Friends of the OPICESCR, composed of sup
portive countries, was vital to the adoption of a strong OP
ICESCR and has found new life in peertopeer advocacy for 
ratification and implementation.2 Early champions of the OP
ICESCR, have ratified and continue to support the treaty. The 
prospects are encouraging, and the Group of Friends has an 
undeniable role to continue to ensure farreaching ratification 
and the effectiveness of the OPICESCR. 

1 The International NGO Coalition for an OPICESCR united many of these organizations 
and continues to lead civil society efforts in support of this treaty. For more information visit 
http://www.opicescr.escrnet.org and follow @opicescr on Twitter. Notably, FIAN International 
was an early advocate of creating a complaint mechanism for the ICESCR, as well as a 
founder and Steering Committee Member of the NGO Coalition.

2 Countries that have selfidentified as Friends of the OPICESCR since May 2013 are:  
Argentina, Belgium, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ecuador, El Salvador, Finland, France, 
Portugal, Mongolia, Senegal, Spain, Slovakia and Uruguay.

ROADMAP TOWARDS SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EqUALITy

Today, the Optional Protocol is an important validation of ESCR 
as fully justiciable human rights. Ideally, the OPICESCR 
will gradually become an important tool to address systemic  
human rights violations affecting millions of people in the world 
and structural conditions that impoverish many. This treaty 
opens the door for countries serious about their human rights 
obligations to work with civil society and international experts 
to strengthen laws and public policies to ensure their compli
ance with human rights standards, identifying gaps in national 
protection and fulfillment of ESCR. As the CESCR develops 
jurisprudence, this will further guide countries in the fulfillment 
of their ESCR obligations and inform domestic Courts and 
other human rights bodies in the interpretation of ESCR cases, 
potentially having an impact well beyond ratifying countries. 
A treaty of this nature is also important to generate dialogue 
around ESCR and build awareness of these rights, providing a 
powerful piece of a roadmap towards social justice and equality.

It is now in the hands of stakeholders, to ensure that the strate
gic cases reach the CESCR. To be effective, communications 
will need to be backed by strong evidence and information. 
Actual implementation of the decisions of the Committee will 
require strong advocacy and political strategy. To have a real 
impact on people’s lives, it is key that those affected by ESCR 
violations become real partners in designing strategy and 
argumentation.3 It is in the hands of the CESCR to embrace 
its role as the only human rights body with the jurisdiction to 
address violations of the full catalog of ESCR, generating 
groundbreaking jurisprudence, and guidance in the interpreta
tion of the content of ESCR obligations. The OPICESCR gives 
the tools to the CESCR to do so, by allowing the Committee 
to consult documentation from a wide range of sources and 
consider third party submissions.   

HUMAN RIGHTS MADE WHOLE

The OPICESCR has been called “Human Rights made Whole”4 
and “… potentially one of the most important developments 
in human rights protections at the UN level in a generation.”5 
With continued joint work and commitment, it will be that and 
much more as it positively impacts the wellbeing and dignity 
of people around the world.  

Suad elias has worked in the eSCr field for 13 years. until 
recently, she was deputy director of eSCr-Net, where she 
also served as Coordinator and Steering Committee member 
of the Ngo Coalition for an oP-ICeSCr. 

3 Langford, Malcolm, Bruce Porter, and Julieta Rossi. “Supporting Strategic Litigation under the 
Optional Protocol to ICESCR. Draft Background Note.” International Network for Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights. http://www.escrnet.org/usr_doc/OP_SLI_Background_Note_FI
NAL.pdf (accessed August 22, 2013)

4 Arbour, Louise. “Human Rights Made Whole.” Project Syndicate. http://www.projectsyndicate.
org/commentary/humanrightsmadewhole (visited August 24, 2013)

5 International NGO Coalition for an Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Eco
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights. “Celebration of the Entry into Force of the OPICESCR.” 
http://www.opicescr.escrnet.org, http://www.opicescr.escrnet.org/celebrationentryforce
opicescr (accessed August 20, 2013)
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8 The National Food Security Act: 
A Long Road towards the Realization of the Right to Food
by FIAN India

The ambitious Indian National Food Security bill has 
finally become an Act with the bill gaining the consent 
of the President of India. The Indian Parliament passed 
the historic National Food Security Act (NFSA) with the 
approval of the Lower House on August 26th and the  
Upper House on September 2nd, 2013. NFSA1, which seeks 
to provide heavily-subsidized food grains to two-thirds 
(around 820 Million people) of India's 1.23 billion people, 
is an important step towards fulfilling the constitutional 
mandate as well as international obligations stipulated in 
the human right treaties that were acceded and ratified by 
the Government of India. 

LARGEST FOOD SECURITy PROGRAM IN THE WORLD

With the Bill becoming an Act, India has now joined a select 
league of nations, where there is the legally binding and  
justiciable obligation of the government to distribute subsidised 
food grains to its population. In a country like India, in which 
the dramatic situation of malnutrition never has received such 
a political attention, the new law creates a broad framework 
of legal entitlements for 67 percent of the Indian population. 
The Indian food security program will be the largest in the 
world and would require 62 million tons of food grains every 
year. According to estimates, this would cost the government 
130 trillion rupees (15,5 billion Euros). A new and positive  
dimension with regard to the Act is seen in terms of inclusion of 
coarse cereals (e.g. millets) in the food basket. Millets, which 
are grown across the country, have a high nutritious value, 
are resilient to climate change and consume less water, were 
neglected for a long time owing to different reasons, including 
the pressure created during the green revolution. 

The National Food Security Act is Indian government’s attempt 
to rectify the critical deficiencies in providing one of the basic 
foundations of the fundamental right to life, which is enshrined 
in the Indian constitution. Very few details about the Act support
ing the tall claims made by the government are also specific. 
The bill seeks to offer rice at Rs 3 per kg, wheat at Rs 2 per kg 
and coarse cereals (e.g. millets) at Rs 1 per kg to the intended 
beneficiaries. Up to 75 per cent of the rural population and 
50 per cent of the urban population will get 5 kg of food grain 
monthly. The good thing is that the poorest of the poor who 
fall under the Antyodaya Anna Yojana2 will continue to get their 
present monthly entitlement of 35 kg of food grains. 

A legal framework with regard to food security for India derives 
from its obligations under international human rights law. As per 
India’s accession to the United Nations system and subject to 
ratification of the International Covenant on Economic Social 
and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), the Convention on the Elimina
tion of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), the Government 
of India is obliged to respect, protect and fulfill the international 
human rights obligations related to the right to food. 

1 http://egazette.nic.in/WriteReadData/2013/E_29_2013_429.pdf

2 A scheme crafted to provide highly subsided food to the poorest of poor. A separate card 
is issued to the beneficiaries.

RIGHT TO FOOD: A FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT

The Indian Constitution also provides a strong framework 
for the protection and promotion of human rights. Article 21 
of the Indian constitution secures the protection of life and 
personal liberty. Article 47 states that “the State shall regard 
the raising of the level of nutrition and the standard of living 
of its people and the improvement of public health as among 
its primary duties”. In the Right to Food Case3, the Supreme 
Court of India, referring to Article 21, stipulated that the right 
to life also encompasses the right to food, which was termed 
as a fundamental right.

Apart from the NFSA, India has the following schemes and 
legislations that have direct and indirect bearing on food 
security, especially: Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employ
ment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), Minimum Wages Act, Land  
Acquisition Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act (LARAR), 
Forest Rights Act, ICDS4 Scheme, Mid Day Meals Scheme, 
Protection on Human Rights Act, etc. 

The Act in its present form promotes genderbased rights and 
social inclusion of women. It recognizes the eldest woman in 
the household as the family head for the purpose of issuing 
the ration card. The law further provides for social auditing, 
complaint mechanism and continuous reforms in the area of 
agriculture. The “local self governments” at the village level 
are being authorized to take lead role in the process of imple
mentation of the provisions of the Act.

RIGHT bILL AT THE WRONG TIME?

Nevertheless, the Act has faced wide spread criticism from dif
ferent sections in India, especially in terms of poor coverage, 
quantity of subsidized food, value chain, management etc. 
The Act, which has been much diluted from its original version, 
and criticized as a right bill at the wrong time considering the 
vulnerable economic situation of the country, offers more to bite 
and less to chew. The Act is poorly endowed with the vision to 
address the nutritional aspect. 

Critics say that the scope of the Act is limited towards issues like 
access to land, water, and employment. The way to realize all 
the intended provisions under the Act goes through the proper 
implementation. While the benefits of the Act could go well 
beyond just the provision of food, the success of the scheme 
and its welfare impact lies in identifying the poor and making 
sure that they are able to avail the food subsidy. Implementing 
the bill in a fair, equitable and transparent manner is going to 
be a big challenge for the government. 

WHy ARE WE CONCERNED?

In the recent past, the wide ranging and enthusiastic discussions 
on the NFSA were hectic around areas of concerns among  

3 In 2001, the Government had 40 million tons of grains above the buffer stock – at a time 
when people were dying of starvation. On that simple proposition the PUCL (People’s Union 
for Civil Liberties) in Rajasthan filed a case at the Supreme Court. Asking the government 
to realize the right to food for its hungry population, and distribute the food stocks to those 
in need. PUCL referred to article 21 of the Indian constitution, which guarantees the funda
mental right to life and according to PUCL would encompass the right to food. The Supreme 
followed this argument and recognized the right to food as fundamental right.

4 Integrated Child Development Services
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different actors including the Government, economists, vol
untary organizations, activists, among others. Some of the 
concerns include that:

• The role of Civil Society has not been considered pru
dently anywhere in this Act, whilst civil society could have 
played a wonderful role in implementation, conducting 
social audits, etc. Civil society participation is important 
as experiences from MGNREGA suggest. 

• The quality of food grains, stored to be further distrib
uted through the PDS5 is an issue of grave concern. In 
the majority of cases, food is stored in moisture and is 
not resilient to the erratic climatic conditions. India does 
not have the required storage capacities, which is a pre
requisite to meet the challenges of distribution under the 
Act. In theory, the Act tries to cover the issue of micro 
nutrients in Schedule III, but it drastically fails to articulate 
how food rich in micronutrients is to be procured and 
distributed to the target population. 

• Schedule III of the Act mentions agrarian reforms but 
this is not adequately defined and is loosely worded. Also, 
how and by when the government intends to achieve 
this target has not been mentioned. Issues pertaining to 
sharecroppers have also been overlooked.

• The significant issue of malnutrition is not properly  
addressed in the Act. In India, there are 61 million chil
dren chronically undernourished, and 8 million children 
suffering from severe acute malnutrition6, which jeopard
izes children's survival, health, growth and development, 
and slows national progress towards development goals. 
Therefore, the focus needs to be on the right to adequate 
nutrition, beyond the right to food. The amount of grains 
to be distributed (5kg per adult per month) is far below 
the recommendations of the Indian Council for Medical 
Research, which recommends 14kg of grains for adults 
and 7kgs for children. Another area of critic is that other 
essential food commodities like pulses and oil are not 
included.

• Agricultural experts believe that the National Food  
Security Act (NFSA) with the provision of grain to people at 
very cheap rates may discourage the agriculture produc
tion in the country. Farmer bodies have opposed the Act 
saying it would lead to monopolistic control on agriculture 
by making the government the biggest buyer, hoarder and 
seller of food grains. There is a clear feeling that this might 
distort the market mechanism and reduce the bargaining 
power of farmers. The Act makes no provisions for the 
production of food or for support of small and marginal 
farmers who are food producers. Women farmers are also 
not recognized in the Act. 

• The term priority household would remain the bone of 
contention across the implementation process of the Act. 
The Indian Planning Commission has not yet reached 
to a reflective definition of poverty. Another report (to be 
prepared by the Rangrajan committee) is still to be tabled 

5 India’s Public Distribution System

6 UNICEF November 2009 edition, Tracking Progress on Child and Maternal Nutrition

for future reference. India could not develop a scale to 
gauge the poverty hitherto, and this situation creates 
doubts in the minds of people.

• The Act lays down a number of reforms, like the incre
ment in investment in agriculture or augmentation of 
adequate decentralized modern and scientific storage 
but no technique or procedural guidelines have been 
mentioned to achieve the targets. The Act should have 
also dealt with issues of unemployment, land acquisition 
and provision for education to achieve a state devoid 
of hunger and malnourishment. Another point relevant 
in this context is access to natural resources. The Act 
should prevent the forcible diversion and acquisition of 
agriculture lands, water and forests for nonagricultural 
purposes. Migrants, destitute, senior citizens and persons 
with disability should be included and adequate provisions 
should be made for them.

• There is an immense need to capacitate and revamp 
the local governance system for a better implemen tation 
of the legislation. After the tragedy of Bihar Mid Day 
Meal incidence7, parents are not sending their children to 
schools. Cooks working under the Mid Day Meal Scheme 
are poorly paid, untrained and badly compensated. The 
PDS system of the Indian state of Chhattisgarh should be 
carefully replicated wherein the government has brought 
the leakage down to 57 per cent. 

Unfortunately, the Act falls short of the expectations to have a 
comprehensive legislation to address hunger and malnutrition 
in India effectively and in a sustainable way. The focus of the 
new law is mainly on the public distribution system. The reali
zation of the right to food, however, cannot be separated from 
access to natural resources, adequate wages and income, and 
a functioning social security system. The new Food Security 
Act – synergized with all the already existing laws and provi
sions – could have acted as an additional meaningful strategy 
towards realization of the right to food for all in India.

FIAN India has been actively involved in the advocacy and 
campaign of the National Food Security Bill, since it was first 
enunciated, in 2011. FIAN has, over the period, organized 
various consultations, workshops and meetings to contemplate 
more on the issue. FIAN also has placed a position paper and 
an alternative bill for discussion at various platforms.

7 On 16 July 2013, at least 23 students died and dozens more fell ill at a primary school in 
the village of Dharmashati Gandaman in the Saran district of the Indian state of Bihar after 
eating a Midday Meal contaminated with pesticide.
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10 Methodological Approaches to Field Work
Dignity for the Right to Adequate Food and Nutrition of Afro-Colombian Peasant Women1

by Ingrid Paola Romero Niño and R. Denisse Córdova Montes

Working with, for and on behalf of women requires a politi-
cal perspective that includes the belief that women have 
the potential to transform reigning social structures. Since 
2011, FIAN Colombia has worked alongside several com-
munities to strengthen their Right to Adequate Food and 
Nutrition (RtAFN), including collaborating with the Popular 
Women’s Organization (Organización Femenina Popular, 
OFP)1 and, as of 2012, with the Afro-Colombian women of 
the Community Council of Palenque Monte Oscuro (Consejo 
Comunitario Campesino Palenque Monte Oscuro – CCCPM). 

Our work with the latter group has been done within the frame
work of a case of collective struggle for access to land that 
would enable Monte Oscuro women to feed themselves and 
their families. In our work with CCCPM, we have sought to cre
ate spaces for monitoring and international political advocacy. 
Upon completion of an effort to foster collective capacity and 
knowledge among the community around their RtAFN, Afro
Colombian peasant women were effectively empowered to make 
the decision to present their reality and demands before the 
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women 
(CEDAW). In this context, methodological work has been key 
throughout the process, and has generated several discussions 
that have yielded a consolidated group of tools for field work with 
women for RtAFN accountability. It should be noted that todate, 
few systematic processes have been developed for work with 
and for women regarding RtAFN accountability, as it is often 
the case that in the literature, as well as in political agendas, 
women have been invisible or designated secondary status.

The field work carried out by FIAN Colombia with AfroColombian 
peasant women goes beyond paradigms typically used for 
human rights work with women, as we found most of these to 
be irrelevant in this particular context due to their Eurocentric, 
totalitarian and neutral character. Instead, as a basis for our 
work, we turned to the contributions of Alda Facio2, who has 
pedagogically described how Latin American women can use the 
CEDAW Convention as a tool to hold governments accountable 
for women’s human rights violations and strengthen women’s 
advocacy efforts. Within a Latin American feminist framework, 
Facio has provided stepbystep instructions as to how to engage 
in international advocacy with the CEDAW Committee. In this 
context, our field work started off by unpacking the inequalities 
historically suffered by AfroColombian peasant women.It sought 
to foster the transformation of the traditional patriarchal order in 
regards to the RtAFN within a context, where the presence of 
armed actors is high, drug trafficking is rampant, land grabbing 
and sugar cane monocrops are commonplace, and a weak, 
oligarchic, and corrupt State3 governs.

1 This article was drafted as a part of the case work conducted with Afropeasant women from 
the Community Council of Palenque Monte Oscuro, located in the municipality of Puerto 
Tejada, in the department of Cauca, Colombia.

1 OFP is a nationally and internationally recognized organization that works with women who 
are victims of armed conflict in Colombia. The organization was founded 40 years ago in 
the Magdalena Medio region on Colombia, sparking initiatives such as the women´s social 
movement against the war, as well as the construction of “La Mohana” Watch, and is focused 
on gender and the realization of the right to food. For more information, please visit http://
Organizacionfemeninapopularareas.Blogspot.Com.Es/2011/12/LaMohana.Html

2 Facio, Alda. “Como hacer informes paralelos a la CEDAW”. Fundación Justicia y Género. 
UNIFEM. 2001. Para mayor información puede consultar texto de la Autora: “Igualdad en la 
CEDAW; 30 años de desarrollo de un derecho clave para las mujeres”, 2009.

3 Peña, Contreras; Sonia Lucía. “Sistema Político Y Democracia En Colombia. Redes De 
Inclusión En Los Años Sesenta Y Noventa Una Aproximación Desde La Teoría De Los 
Sistemas”. Rev. Diálogos De Saberes, No 26, 2007 Págs. 216220.

METHODOLOGICAL POSITIONS

We used methodologies of a qualitative character together with 
indepth reflection regarding the persons who are the subject 
of the process and the objective of the work, while taking into 
consideration factors related to cultural diversity, the level of  
participation4 and popular education5. In line with this, the 
following four guiding questions were addressed throughout 
the process:

The first question dealt with the characteristics that defined the 
women in Monte Oscuro and acted as a basis for their oppres
sion: what type of women are we? Using our chosen method
ologies, the women determined that three major charac teristics 
described the group. The first characteristic was that of being 
a Woman; the second characteristic denoted cultural or racial 
identity – being of Afro descent; and the third characteristic was 
related to their activities – being a peasant, a domestic worker, 
etc. It was determined that together, these three characteristics 
are the basis for their place in the social order of power rela
tions in their community and the resulting triple discrimination 
they endure. 

The second question we sought to answer was: what is the  
objective of this process? To answer this question, we defined 
the goals in terms of practical needs and strategic interests, while 
prioritizing the collective empowerment of the women of Monte 
Oscuro. The strategic interests of the group were guided by the 
international political advocacy to meet their basic needs based 
on the principles of equality and nondiscrimination, which in this 
case was to recover their lands in order to continue providing 
for themselves, their families and their community. 

The third question was: what is the capacity of the chosen proc
ess to meet our stated objectives? There were three variables 
we had to consider: time, place and forum, to then advance 
towards a work plan that would progressively allow us to reach 
our objectives while comprehensibly taking into consideration 
the variables. In this case, the presence of armed actors, drug 
trafficking, land grabbing, and a weak, oligarchic, and corrupt 
State6 were all considered when drafting our work plan. 

The fourth question was: how to we define the RtAFN? This 
fourth point set out to transform the understanding of the concept 
of the RtAFN as more than limited assistance postures and 
instead encompassing selfdetermination, food sovereignty, 
nutrition and women’s rights in light of the specific realities and 
priorities of the women in Monte Oscuro. 

FIELD WORk TECHNIqUES

Work guides and pedagogical tools were created for the proc
ess followed with the women of Monte Oscuro with the goal of 
fostering the development of women’s critical and autonomous 
skills, contrary to any type of Colonialist thinking regarding 

4 For different methodologies, consult: Instituto Interamericano De Derechos Humanos. “Guía 
De Capacitación En Derechos Humanos De Las Mujeres, Tejiendo El Cambio”, 2009.

5 Torres, Ana Felicia. Et Al. “Metodología De Educación Popular Feminista”. Modulo. No. 6, 
País Vasco, 2009, Pág. 9. Ver http://www.semillerosdepensamientos.org/include/uploads/
nodo/MODULO_6_(METODOLOGIA).pdf

6 Peña, Contreras; Sonia Lucía. “Sistema Político Y Democracia En Colombia. Redes De 
Inclusión En Los Años Sesenta Y Noventa Una Aproximación Desde La Teoría De Los 
Sistemas”. Rev. Diálogos De Saberes, No 26, 2007 Págs. 216220.
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Judgement in Favor of Evictees in the Mubende Case in Uganda
by Anton Pieper

their life experiences in relation to the RtAFN. These tools, 
which included participatory focus group discussion guides and 
culturallyrelevant educational activities, enabled the women to 
engage in collective selfreflection, analyze their own historical 
context, characterize their role in society, identify women leaders 
to represent the group in front of local authorities, and propose 
a more holistic understanding of the RtAFN coherent with the 
specific roles and realities of the women in Monte Oscuro. Trig
gered by this process, proposals to strengthen the Monte Oscuro 
women’s group in order to recover the collective memory and 
the practice of traditional cooking, reclaim their own seeds, and 
develop productive projects for women to work with autonomy 
were made by the women in the community.  

COLLECTIVE PROCESSES AND POLITICAL AGENDAS

At the collective level, this methodological process has brought 
about several processes among the AfroColombian peasant 
women of Monte Oscuro: (1) the collective and autonomous 
reflection about life experiences and realities; (2) the revival of 
collective knowledge; (3) the fostering of unity and sisterhood; 
and (4) the production of transformative emotions and thoughts. 
At the political level, women have begun efforts, including their 
formal submission to the CEDAW Committee’s 56th Session 
review of Colombia, to demand the adoption and implemen
tation of national policies that guarantee the access to land by 

AfroColombian, indigenous, and peasant women based on the 
principles of equality and nondiscrimination. 

The process followed by FIAN Colombia with the women in 
Monte Oscuro has fostered the collective empowerment of the 
women involved, which in turn has enabled them to take on an 
essential role in defining the specific priorities of and strategies 
for their community. Following this procress, the AfroColombian 
peasant women of Monte Oscuro are actively participating in 
international, national and local political advocacy, not solely 
during the CEDAW Committee’s evaluation of Colombia, but 
also in general, with the goal of gaining access to their lands 
and thus ensuring their enjoyment of their RtAFN and that of 
their communities.7

Ingrid Paola romero Niño is an investigator focusing on 
women’s issues and is the coordinator of gender-related work 
at FIAN Colombia. r. denisse Córdova Montes is a fellow at 
FIAN International, focusing on women’s rights, gender and 
nutrition issues. 

7 This article was made possible thanks to the reflections of the CCCPM women during 2012 
and 2013.

After a lawsuit that has lasted eleven years, a milestone 
judgement was sentenced for the evictees of the kaweri-
Plantation in Uganda: On March 28th, 2013, the High 
Court in kampala, Uganda ordered compensation in the 
amount of approximately eleven million Euros be paid to 
the 2,041 evictees of land now occupied by the kaweri-
Coffee-Plantation. 

In August 2001, the government of Uganda brutally evicted 
people in Mubende District from their land, which was then 
given to the German coffee company Neumann Kaffee Gruppe 
under its local subsidiary to establish the first largescale coffee 
plantation in Uganda. 

The longawaited judgment raised high hopes, but was also 
questioned in several aspects; it absolves the Ugandan Govern
ment of any responsibility for the forceful eviction; and demands 
compensation not directly from the defendants – Kaweri Coffee 
Plantation, but from their lawyers, who have not been accused. 

In his final remarks, however, the judge clearly condemns the 
irresponsible acts of KaweriCoffeePlantation: “The German 
investors had a duty to ensure that our indigenous people were 
not exploited. They should have respected the human rights 
and values of people and as honorable businessman and 
investors they should have not moved into the lands unless 
they had satisfied themselves that the tenants were properly 
compensated, relocated and adequate notice was given to 

them,” the judgment states. However, Kaweri Coffee Plantation 
has appealed against the judgment.

In June 2013, twelve years after the brutal eviction took place, 
this dispute over land in Uganda was also the issue of a letter 
exchange between Germany's former Minister for Economic 
Cooperation and Development Dirk Niebel and the German 
FIAN Office. In his letter the minister asked FIAN to cease the 
socalled campaign against the Neumann company. Surpris
ingly, the minister mentions no word about the judgement, but, 
instead, insists that FIAN harms the reputation of the company 
and of the whole Ugandan coffee sector.

In its reply to the minister, FIAN drew clear there was no cam
paign being carried out against the company, but a continu
ous documentation of a case of human rights violations. This 
included international awareness raising on the case, in order 
to guarantee some protection for the people fighting for their 
rights. FIAN furthermore proposed a meeting to the minister 
in order to improve his apparently onesided information, and 
affirmed to continue to support the evictees until all their de
mands be properly addressed. 

More information at http://www.fian.org/whatwedo/casework/
ugandamubende/

Anton Pieper is the european Coordinator at FIAN International.
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Right to Food and Nutrition Watch 2013 – Alternatives 
and Resistance to Policies that Generate Hunger
The annual Right to Food and Nutrition Watch, themed in 
2013 Alternatives and resistance to Policies that gener-
ate hunger, identifies policies that do harm to the right to 
food and nutrition: Policies that foster structural violence and 
discrimination of women regarding equal access to natural 
resources, inheritance, and political decisionmaking; and 
global policies such as land grabbing, concentration of natu
ral resources, and commodification of public goods that de
prive smallholders from their food resources, among others. 
It also shows civil society initiatives based on the respect of 
human rights which offer solutions consistent with sustain
ability and justice, such as the concepts of food sovereignty, 
agro ecology, and advocacy for peasants’ seeds. 

This volume is again divided into two sections: The first com
prises of six articles, each addressing major thematic con
cerns related to policies that generate hunger; and the latter 
section, with articles divided according to region, assesses 
developments in twelve countries with respect to the realiza
tion of the right to adequate food and nutrition. The Right to 
Food and Nutrition Watch, now in its sixth edition, is the first 
periodical publication that undertakes an international review 
and monitoring of states’ actions and omissions related to 
the realization of the right to food and nutrition.

Published jointly by Bread for the World, ICCO and FIAN  
International in October 2013, 98 pages, English, French 
and Spanish. Download at http://www.rtfnwatch.org

Land concentration, land grabbing and people’s 
struggles in Europe
This report, involving 25 authors from 11 countries, reveals 
the hidden scandal of how a few big private business entities 
have gained control of evergreater areas of European land. 
It points forcefully to the need to rethink the conventional 
“Global Southcentric” view of contemporary land issues, re
veals that land concentration and land grabbing do not occur 
only in developing countries in the South, and points to the 
hope inspired by people’s struggles against land concentra
tion and land grabbing unfolding in Europe. Published by the 
Transnational Institute (TNI) for European Coordination Via 
Campesina and Hands off the Land network, April 2013, 236 
pages, English. Download at http://www.fian.org

The Human Rights Impacts of Tree Plantations in Niassa 
Province, Mozambique
This study investigates the impairing of the rights of peasant 
communities through the establishment of tree plantations in 
Niassa province, Mozambique. Published by FIAN Interna
tional for the Hands off the Land Alliance, September 2012, 
44 pages, English. Download at http://www.fian.org

Construyendo la política alimentaria comunitaria desde 
una perspectiva de género y derechos humanos

This report presents the results of training workshops made 
in the states of Guerrero and Morelos in Mexico on building 
communitybased food policies with a gender and human rights 
perspective. Published by FIAN México, Colectivo de Mujeres 
Campesinas, and Union de Pueblos de Morelos, October 2012, 
74 pages, Spanish. Download at http://www.fian.org
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