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Executive Summary 

Introduction

The Essakane gold site is located in north-eastern 
Burkina Faso. Since 2009, the Canadian investor 
IAMGOLD has held mining rights for an area of about 
10,000 hectares in Essakane. As a result of their 
expanding mining activities, 13 local communities 
composed of approximately 2500 households were 
displaced and resettled in other areas outside the 
perimeters of the mining grounds in November 2009. 
Since being displaced, these 13 communities have 
come together to form six communities: Bounia, 
Essakane Site, Marganta, Pétabarabé Oudalan, 
Pétabarabé Seno, and Ticknawell. FIAN International 
and FIAN Burkina Faso have accompanied the six 
communities in their efforts to demand their human 
right to adequate food and nutrition since 2009. 

Private companies working in the region carry a legal 
obligation to respect human rights. The government 
of Burkina Faso has an obligation to respect, protect, 
and fulfill these human rights. With the aim of 
continuing to support the communities’ efforts to 
demand their human rights and hold the government 
of Burkina Faso accountable for its human rights 
obligations, this report focuses in particular on 
the perspectives of women regarding the impact 
of mining and displacement on their communities’ 
right to adequate food and nutrition, in particular 
on potential human rights threats and violations 
related to the malnutrition of children. To guide this 
work, a methodology, composed of qualitative and 
quantitative tools, as well as a conceptual framework, 
were developed. While it was not feasible to directly 
measure malnutrition in children in Essakane 
through anthropometric methods, the conceptual 
framework developed identified the following rights 
as fundamental to explore in order to understand 
violations of the human right to adequate food and 
nutrition related to the malnutrition of children in 
Essakane: (1) women’s sexual and reproductive rights; 
(2) women’s right to natural and productive resources; 
(3) children’s right to education; (4) children’s right 
to health; (5) women’s right to be free from gender-

based violence; and (6) women’s right to recourse 
and accountability mechanisms.

For this report, a total of 60 women took part in 
focus group discussions and a smaller subset of these 
women took part in individual surveys during the 
months of May and June 2014. In addition, hundreds 
of men and women from each of the six communities 
took part in community meetings in November 2014 
meant to validate the findings included in this 
report. Finally, the report’s findings build upon over 
five years of work with the affected communities in 
Essakane by FIAN International and FIAN Burkina 
Faso during which FIAN gathered information about 
human rights violations from a broad range of sources, 
including through field investigations, meetings and 
correspondence with community leaders, government 
officials, and company representatives.

Methods

The perspectives of women from the communities 
were sought through focus group discussions and 
individual questionnaires. The development of 
these tools was guided by an expanded framework 
for the human right to adequate food and nutrition 
that fully integrates the dimensions of women’s 
rights and nutrition and is conceptualized within 
the food sovereignty framework. In line with this 
framework, the focus group discussion guide and 
individual questionnaires were designed to document 
and understand the links between women’s rights, 
children’s rights, access to resources, environmental 
rights and the human right to adequate food and 
nutrition as well as the social determinants of 
malnutrition. In addition, the information obtained 
from the women was substantiated with information 
that had been previously obtained by FIAN in its five 
years of work with the communities.

Human rights framework
Burkina Faso has ratified a number of international 
human rights treaties and as a result of being a State 
Party to these, the government of Burkina Faso has 
the obligation to respect, protect and fulfill the 
human rights of its population in general, and of these 
communities in particular. This report specifically 
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looked at: (1) women’s sexual and reproductive rights; 
(2) women’s right to natural and productive resources; 
(3) children’s right to education; (4) children’s right 
to health; (5) women’s right to be free from gender-
based violence; and (6) women’s right to recourse 
and accountability mechanisms. The conceptual 
work revealed that these rights are often affected, or 
violations of and threats to these are exacerbated, in 
situations of displacement with implications for the 
right to adequate food and nutrition of women and 
children in particular.  

Quantitative and qualitative methods
The findings in this report are primarily based on: (1) 
community-wide meetings with representatives and 
others from the six displaced communities, (2) focus 
group discussions with women from the six displaced 
communities, and (3) individual survey interviews 
with women from the six displaced communities – 
all of which took place between May and November 
2014. 

Community-wide public meetings, which were 
attended by hundreds of community members, took 
place in March, April and November 2014, with the 
aim of exchanging and validating information with 
the affected communities, before beginning the 
discussions and interviews with women and once 
all information had been gathered and analyzed. 
During the April meeting, sixty women (10 from each 
community) were selected at random to participate in 
focus group discussions. These women were selected 
from a list of 1,070 volunteer households who 
fulfilled the following criteria: (1) to be a woman of 
reproductive age; (2) to have a child between the 
ages of 6 and 59 months; (3) to live in one of the 
six displaced communities and to be living there as a 
result of displacement following the implementation 
of IAMGOLD’s mining project; (4) to have lived in one 
of the displaced communities before displacement; 
and (5) to plan to stay in her community during the 
period of the focus group discussions, interviews and 
validation meetings. During a two-week span in May 
2014, a total of six separate focus group discussions 
were carried out – one in each of the six communities 
– which aimed to gather the perceptions of women 
in regards to: (1) hunger, malnutrition, and human 
rights; (2) the impact of mining and displacement 

on hunger, malnutrition of children, women’s rights, 
children’s rights, and the environment; (3) the factors 
affecting the nutritional status of their children; and 
(4) the strategies put forward by women to overcome 
these challenges. At the conclusion of each focus 
group discussion, three or four women were randomly 
selected to participate in individual survey interviews 
that aimed at gathering information about (1) 
household composition, (2) socio-economic status, 
(3) women’s health and rights, (4) infant and young 
child feeding and health practices and (5) access to 
water and sanitation were administered.

Information that had been previously gathered by 
FIAN during its research missions and interactions 
with community members, leaders, government 
officials and IAMGOLD between 2009 and 2013 served 
to clarify whenever needed the information obtained 
from the women community members.

In addition, two newly-displaced communities, 
which were not part of the original six communities 
this report sought to include, were included at the 
recommendation of key informants during the initial 
community meetings. Participants for these focus 
groups included both men and women and were 
selected based on who was readily available the 
day the interviewers visited their communities. The 
results from these two focus group discussions were 
analyzed and presented separately.  

Focus Group Discussion Results

A total of six separate focus group discussions, each 
composed of 10 women, were held. Two additional 
focus group discussions in two newly displaced 
communities (Zone Nord and Sabangaré) took place 
with both men and women; however, the results from 
these are presented separately. The most significant 
findings from the focus group discussions included the 
following: (1) women reported hunger to be a wide 
phenomenon in the communities and they understood 
it to stem primarily from a lack of purchasing power 
and their inability to engage in agriculture; (2) 
the majority of women seemed to understand the 
importance of schooling girls and not pulling them 
out early for marriage; (3) living conditions after 
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(1) a majority of children between the ages of 7 and 
14 years old in the households interviewed do not 
attend school; (2) since displacement, there has been 
a decrease in the practice of agriculture and livestock 
raising and feeding; (3) household possessions, such 
as animals, farm equipment, and other valuables, 
have been sold or have died since displacement; (4) 
agricultural yields have decreased due at least in part 
to poor soil fertility or distance from old fields; (5) 
all women interviewed were married before the 18; 
(6) while, women’s preventative access to health case 
seems to be accessible, physical difficulty accessing 
health care is a problem for some women and for one 
community in particular due to the isolation created 
by the rains; (7) half of the women registered the 
death of at least one child; (8) while the majority of 
women practiced breastfeeding, it was not exclusively 
practiced during the first six months of life; and (9) 
women were the primary responsible for fetching 
water in the communities, which posed significant 
time-constraints for them.

Human Rights Analysis

Following the displacement and resettlement of the 
13 communities, there is a strong concern that the 
State of Burkina Faso has failed in its obligations 
to protect and fulfill women’s right to sexual and 
reproductive health, women’s right to be free from 
gender-based violence, women’s right to natural and 
productive resources, children’s right to education, 
children’s right to health, and women’s right to 
recourse and accountability mechanisms, all of these 
with implications for the human right to adequate 
food and nutrition of all in Essakane, in particular its 
children. While some of these human rights threats and 
violations stemmed directly from the displacement 
itself, others seem to have been exacerbated or have 
exacerbated the already precarious situation in which 
these women found themselves prior to displacement. 

Women’s right to sexual and reproductive health 
was directly affected by displacement as a result of 
decreased nutrition – in terms of quality and quantity 
– for women during pregnancy and lactation, the lack 

displacement were described as precarious because 
the houses that they were given were poorly built; 
(4) all women asserted forcefully that displacement 
and resettlement has caused them more harm than 
good; (5) women complained about the inadequacy 
of the fields and gardens that were given to them 
as replacement to the fields of which they were 
dispossessed; (6) migration and abandonment, 
primarily by the men in the communities, but also 
by the women, is widespread; (7) severe lack of 
water was a major problem who many saw linked to 
displacement although it was also perceived as being 
caused by the harsh dry conditions of the region; (8) 
coping mechanisms to combat hunger were severely 
reduced over time due to the sale of most of their 
valuables, thus having to recur to indebtedness; (9) 
the quantity and quality of food was dramatically 
reduced after displacement causing women to sacrifice 
themselves for their children; (10) financial access to 
health care was widely problematic, while physical 
access during the rainy season was a problem for one 
of the communities; (11) the lack of work was seen 
as one of the main causes for all of their sorrows; 
and (12) there were differences regarding how far 
the community representatives and the women were 
willing to go in their efforts to revindicate their 
losses.

While the two newly-displaced communities that 
participated in focus group discussions seemed to 
have benefited to some extent from some of the 
advocacy efforts of the original six communities 
that were displaced – in particular in terms of 
infrastructure – their right to adequate food and 
nutrition continues to be threatened primarily due to 
the loss of their traditional ways to make a living after 
displacement and the current lack of opportunities to 
earn an income in the new sites.

Individual Survey Results

In total, 19 women were selected from the six 
displaced communities; however, only 17 women 
were surveyed. Some of the most significant findings 
from the individual surveys included the following: 
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of these resources, in particular the death and sale 
of animals and other valuable possessions, are also 
progressively diminishing the ability of women to 
continue coping with and responding to hunger 
through the sale of valuable possessions with clear 
effects on children’s nutrition.

Children’s rights to education and health have also 
been affected both by lack of adequate infrastructure 
as well economic and physical accessibility issues 
since displacement and resettlement. Threats to both 
of these rights seemed to have been directly affected 
by displacement, with short-term implications for the 
health and right to adequate food and nutrition of 
children and long-term consequences for the adults 
they will become, which combined with existing 
gender norms, can have a particular effect on girls 
in the community. The majority of children between 
the ages of 7 and 14 of households interviewed were 
found not to be attending school. While the long-
term impacts of this lack of schooling could not be 
directly measured, children’s lack of education not 
only has a direct impact on their ability to find a 
job, earn a decent wage and thus, feed themselves 
and their children, but it can also affect their ability 
to access basic services and knowledge about their 
rights, which in turn affects their ability to defend 
these. Whereas preventative access to health care 
seemed to be adequate, there seemed to be a problem 
accessing health care during emergency situations, 
especially during the rainy season. Breastfeeding was 
widely practiced by the women; however, exclusive 
breastfeeding was not practiced during the first 
six months of life as recommended by the World 
Health Organization. While it could not be directly 
linked through the information gathered, the lack of 
continuous access to health care can compromise the 
nutritional status of children as diseases will prevent 
the adequate absorption of nutrients and furthermore, 
those children who are already experiencing protein-
energy malnutrition can be more susceptible to, and 
less able to recover from, infectious disease. Similarly, 
a lack of access to safe water can have health effects 
on the children, as they can be exposed to high 
levels of infection, with resulting effects on their 
nutritional status. 

of economic and physical accessibility to health care, 
and could potentially be threatened or violated as a 
result of exposure to chemicals because of changes in 
the way the communities grow their food. Women’s 
human right to sexual and reproductive health 
was directly threatened or their already-existing 
conditions were further aggravated by displacement 
through the loss of lands and traditional employment, 
lack of access to income and a reduction in yields. 
Furthermore, these threats to women’s right to sexual 
and reproductive health, and the accompanying 
effects, have a direct effect on children’s nutrition 
during pregnancy, lactation and his or her first two 
years of life, with life-long effects.

Women’s right to be free from gender-based 
violence, in the form of child marriage, was also 
found to have been violated after displacement. 
While it is not clear whether the displacement itself 
has aggravated the situation of child marriage among 
the displaced communities, one conclusion that 
can be drawn is that the negative consequences of 
child marriage – particularly in the form of teenage 
pregnancy and all of the negative effects that 
accompany such pregnancies, such as distancing from 
family, and disproportionate and imposed obligations 
of child care and workload – could aggravate the fragile 
state of survival in which women find themselves in 
the new sites, especially considering the widespread 
phenomenon of migration of the male head of the 
household and the hunger that these communities 
are experiencing. 

Women’s right to natural and productive resources, 
in the form of land, water, animals and credit, has 
been directly affected by the displacement and 
resettlement due to the loss of lands that were 
within the perimeter of the mine, the communities’ 
distance from the old lands in those cases where the 
lands were outside the perimeter, inadequate access 
to water in the new sites, and the loss of animals 
and other resources due to the dire circumstances 
in which these communities now find themselves. 
Furthermore, not only have these human rights 
threats and violations directly affected community 
members’ ability to feed themselves; but, the loss 
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Conclusions and 
Recommendations

The findings in this report demonstrate the precarious 
situation of women’s rights in Essakane, which can 
have a significant impact on the right to adequate 
food and nutrition of children in these communities. 
The impact of these human rights threats and 
violations is further exacerbated by the abandonment 
of the men of the household who leave in search of 
work in other mining sites and often do not come 
back as well as by the patriarchal society in which 
these women find themselves. Furthermore, while 
women are angry about their situation, they also do 
not seem to have a clear understanding of what it 
means to be a rights-holder and how their human 
rights are being threatened or violated, which 
together with the patriarchal environment and the 
accompanying dependency they feel on the men of 
the communities, results in their inability to access 
recourse mechanisms and make their voices heard to 
hold the State of Burkina Faso accountable. Based on 
this work, a number of recommendations to both the 
State of Burkina Faso and broader civil society are 
made at the end of this report. 

Finally, Burkina Faso also seems to be failing in its 
obligations to fulfill women’s right to recourse and 
accountability mechanisms, which is fundamental 
to ensure women’s full participation in their right 
to adequate food and nutrition and the redress of 
violations of this and other related rights. While 
this right might have not been directly affected by 
the communities’ displacement, the fact that these 
communities lost their traditional livelihoods when 
the mining company resettled them meant that 
these communities’ understanding of their human 
rights and their role as rights holders should have 
been heightened as a result in order to guarantee 
their ability to reclaim their rights if they believed 
they had been wronged; however, this report reveals 
that these communities’ understanding about human 
rights remains inadequate. Furthermore, while 
women have begun to explore what is possible in 
terms of human rights accountability by reaching 
out to their community representatives, women 
also felt that they were not truly represented and 
there were discrepancies as to how far the women 
and the men wanted to go in order to seek redress. 
The full participation of women in accountability 
mechanisms is also key for the well-being of the 
communities’ children as it is often the women who 
are left fully responsible for their care as a result of 
the communities’ loss of traditional work, lands and 
opportunities to earn an income and make a living. 
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FIAN’s Involvement with the 
Essakane Communities

FIAN International and FIAN Burkina Faso have 
accompanied the communities in their efforts to 
demand their right to adequate food and nutrition 
since 2009 through the documentation and analysis 
of human rights violations, awareness raising 
activities about threats to or violations of the right 
to adequate food and nutrition at the national and 
international levels, and support of the elaboration of 
a case strategy and casework plan. More specifically, 
in addition to conducting several research visits to 
the communities since 2009 in an effort to document 
the case from a human rights perspective, FIAN has 
supported the communities by organizing a European 
“speakers’ tour” where affected community members 
had the opportunity to speak in a number of European 
countries, screening a documentary film on the 
Essakane case in Europe, preparing and submitting 
a parallel report to the United Nations Human Rights 
Council’s Universal Periodic Review of Burkina Faso 
in Geneva, and participating as an “observer” in a 
tri-partite meeting between the communities, the 
ministry of mining of Burkina Faso, and IAMGOLD in 
October 2013, among others. 

Objectives

With the aim of continuing to support the communities’ 
efforts to demand their right to adequate food and 
nutrition, this report focuses on the perspectives of 
women on the impact of mining and displacement 
on their communities’ right to adequate food and 
nutrition, in particular on threats to or violations of 
this right related to the malnutrition of children. To 
do this, a methodology, composed of qualitative and 
quantitative tools, was developed by FIAN Burkina 
Faso and FIAN International between February 
and May 2014. The development of a conceptual 
framework that guided this work preceded this 
stage. In light of the fact that it was not feasible to 
directly measure malnutrition in children in Essakane 
through anthropometric methods due to resource 
limitations, this conceptual framework identified the 

Chapter One: Introduction

Context: Gold Mining in 
Essakane, Burkina Faso

The Essakane gold site is located in north-eastern 
Burkina Faso, in the Sahel region. It is part of the 
department of the municipality of Gorom-Gorom in 
the province of Oudalan. From its characteristics, 
Gorom-Gorom is one of the poorest areas of the 
country due to its high aridity caused by insufficient 
rainfall and high level of illiteracy. In Essakane, since 
the discovery of gold in the region in 1985, the main 
traditional economic activities have been livestock, 
agriculture, and artisanal gold mining. Mining 
activities in the beginning were done at traditional 
and semi-industrial scale; however, in subsequent 
years, the site started to interest some big mining 
companies.

Since 2009, the Canadian investor IAMGOLD Essakane 
S.A. (hereinafter, IAMGOLD) has held mining rights 
for an area of about 10,000 hectares in Essakane. As a 
result of the expanding mining activities in Essakane, 
13 local communities – composed of approximately 
2500 households, adding to about 11,500 men, 
women and children1 – were displaced and resettled 
in other areas outside the perimeters of the mining 
grounds in November 2009. Since being displaced, 
these 13 communities have come together to form 
six communities: Bounia, Essakane Site, Marganta, 
Pétabarabé Oudalan, Pétabarabé Seno, and Ticknawell. 
Following this displacement, their houses, fields and 
livelihoods were subsequently destroyed. The lifespan 
of the mine is estimated to be 14 years, until 2025.  

1  IAMGOLD Corporation, Updated Feasibility Study – Essakane Gold Project 
Burkina Faso, Effective Date: June 3, 2008. Readdressed: March 3, 2009, 
p. 165.
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following rights as fundamental to explore in order 
to understand violations of or threats to the human 
right to adequate food and nutrition related to the 
malnutrition of children in Essakane: (1) women’s 
sexual and reproductive rights; (2) women’s right 
to natural and productive resources; (3) children’s 
right to education; (4) children’s right to health; (5) 
women’s right to be free from gender-based violence; 
and (6) women’s right to recourse and accountability 
mechanisms. The quantitative and qualitative tools 
developed explored these rights. A qualitative tool 
– a semi-structured focus group discussion guide – 
to gather the perceptions of women in regards to 
the impact of mining and displacement on hunger, 

malnutrition of children, women’s rights, children’s 
rights, the environment, and strategies put forward 
by women to overcome these challenges was first 
developed. Secondly, with the same purpose of 
acquiring information about the social determinants 
of malnutrition and indirectly measuring malnutrition 
and food insecurity, the team developed a quantitative 
tool composed of five individual questionnaires with 
closed- and open-ended questions aimed at gathering 
information about (1) household composition, (2) 
socio-economic status, (3) women’s health and 
rights, (4) infant and young child feeding and health 
practices and (5) access to water and sanitation.
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interventions, educational and capacity development, 
and organizational measures, among others, at the 
local, national and international levels was perceived 
as fundamental to gain a full picture of the realization 
of the right to adequate food and nutrition of women 
and children who have been affected by mining and 
displacement. As such, this methodology included 
the full participation of affected communities, 
in particular women and children, and the tools 
developed sought to document violations of the  
right to adequate food and nutrition related to the 
following related rights identified in the conceptual 
work: (1) women’s sexual and reproductive rights; (2) 
women’s right to natural and productive resources; 
(3) children’s right to education; (4) children’s right 
to health; (5) women’s right to be free from gender-
based violence; and (6) women’s right to recourse 
and accountability mechanisms.

Review of Human Rights 
Framework and Related 
Documents

Following the development of this conceptual 
framework and prior to the development of the 
methodology, relevant treaties and documents related 
to human rights broadly and more specifically to the 
right to adequate food and nutrition, children’s rights, 
women’s rights, environmental rights and extractive 
or mining-specific frameworks and documents were 
reviewed and a bibliography was created. This review 
together with the conceptual work that had been 
done (and outlined in Annex I) as well as an in-depth 
consultation with an expert in the field of the right 
to adequate food and nutrition, women’s rights and 
children’s rights served to guide the methodology 
that was subsequently developed and as a framework 
for the human rights analysis of the information 
obtained. 

Burkina Faso’s human rights obligations
Burkina Faso has ratified the International Covenant 
on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), 

Chapter Two: Methods

Theoretical and Conceptual 
Framework

The development of the methodology for this project 
was guided by an expanded framework for the 
human right to adequate food and nutrition2 that 
fully integrates the dimensions of women’s rights 
and nutrition and is conceptualized within the food 
sovereignty3 framework. (See Annex I)

In line with this conceptual framework, the 
methodology was designed to document and 
understand the links between women’s rights, 
children’s rights, environmental rights and the human 
right to adequate food and nutrition as well as the 
social determinants of malnutrition with the purpose 
of informing the actions of communities whose rights 
have been violated by mining and displacement in 
Essakane. Furthermore, understanding the extent of 
participation4 of women community members in the 
decision-making process, definition and execution 
of strategies to access recourse and accountability 
mechanisms, such as in political advocacy and 
administrative interventions, quasi-judicial and legal  

2 The right to adequate food and nutrition is recognized under 
international law, which protects the right of all human beings to feed 
themselves in dignity (a) by producing their own food; (b) by having the 
sufficient income and ability to purchase it; or (c) through social transfers. 
First articulated in Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
in 1948 under the right to an adequate standard of living and subsequently 
defined by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in 
General Comment No. 12 in 1999, “The right to adequate food is realized 
when every man, woman and child, alone or in community with others, 
has physical and economic access at all times to adequate food or means 
for its procurement.”

3  In this report, the term food sovereignty is understood as the concept 
developed by La Via Campesina and described as the right of communities, 
peoples and states to independently determine their own food, nutrition 
and agricultural policies. See Nyeleni Food Sovereignty Forum, Declaration 
of Nyeleni (Feb. 27, 2007).

4  For recognition of the core human rights principle of participation in 
relation to the realization of the right to adequate food and nutrition, see 
paragraph 23 of ICESCR General Comment 12.



|  Women‘s Perspectives on the Impact of Mining on the Right to Food12

03 / 2015 www.fian.org

many and significant. Women of reproductive age and 
those who are pregnant and lactating are particularly 
affected by violations of the right to adequate food 
and nutrition due to their higher nutritional needs, 
which is specifically protected by Article 12 of CEDAW, 
which states that “States shall ensure to women…
adequate nutrition during pregnancy and lactation”, 
and Article 14 of the Protocol to ACHPR on the Rights  
of Women in Africa, which states that “States Parties 
shall take all appropriate measures to establish and 
strengthen existing…nutritional services for women 
during pregnancy and while they are breast-feeding.”

Nutritional deprivation in women can result in 
anemia, wasting and stunting. Anemia is in fact 
made worse with repeated pregnancies, which in 
itself is potentially in violation of Article 14 of the 
Protocol to ACHPR on the Rights of Women in Africa, 
which states that “States Parties shall ensure that 
the right to health of women, including…the right 
to decide whether to have children, the number of 
children and the spacing of children” is respected and 
promoted, as the body is depleted of whatever little 
body reserve is available. Malnutrition in girls and 
women results in poor growth and development of the 
body, and this too results in labor complications, and 
having low-birth weight babies and babies with other 
complications. For example, nutritionally-deficient 
pregnant women may have a fetus with intra-uterine 
growth restrictions (IUGR) to which it responds with 
complex compensatory mechanisms, placing the child 
at higher risk of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) 
in adult life.

Another important link between the right to food 
and nutrition and sexual and reproductive rights and 
health revolves around the health effects of pesticides, 
synthetic fertilizers and/or other chemicals on women 
and children. Direct exposure to these chemicals over 
a period of time is harmful to all those who consume 
and grow food that is produced with these, which 
has the potential to results in an increase in breast 
cancer, miscarriages, deformities, infertility and has 
also been found in breastmilk, among others, all with 
clear implications for the health of children. 

the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR), the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), 
the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), and 
the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights 
(ACHPR) as well as its Protocol on the Rights of 
Women in Africa, among other human rights treaties. 
As a result of being a State Party to these treaties, 
the government of Burkina Faso has the obligation 
to respect, protect and fulfill the human rights of its 
population in general, and of these communities in 
particular.5

Women’s sexual and reproductive rights
Violations of women’s sexual and reproductive rights 
can directly contribute to violations of the right to 
adequate food and nutrition and vice versa, with 
particular implications for children’s nutritional 
well-being. Specifically, women’s right to health is 
guaranteed under Article 12 of CEDAW, Article 12 
of ICESCR, Article 16 of ACHPR, and Article 14 of 
the Protocol to ACHPR on the Rights of Women in 
Africa. Violations of women’s sexual and reproductive 
rights have a particular impact on the dimension of 
self-determination and well-being of the right to 
adequate food and nutrition through interferences 
with women’s autonomy and self-determination in 
relation to their lives and bodies, which impacts 
their freedom to choose and consume food and feed 
themselves and their families with dignity – which is 
a prerequisite for their nutritional well-being and to 
fully develop their human potential. Furthermore, due 
to the intertwined subjectivities of mother and child, 
women’s sexual and reproductive health and rights 
have a particular impact on children’s nutritional 
well-being and right to adequate food and nutrition, 
upon birth and during the first two years of life with 
implications for a lifetime.

The links between sexual and reproductive health and 
rights and the right to adequate food and nutrition are  

5  It should be noted that the focus of this analysis, as it currently stands, 
has been done through the prism of international human rights standards 
and has not focused on domestic Burkinabé law.
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is linked to early and adolescent pregnancy. Early 
pregnancy is associated with nutritional deprivation 
and stunting, risk of death, distancing from family, 
workload, and imposed obligations of child care.

Furthermore, early or adolescent pregnancy places a 
severe burden on the nutritional well-being, growth, 
and development of the still growing girl, even if 
provided with an adequate diet because these have 
to compete with the nutritional demands of bearing 
a child. This scenario results in young women and 
girls who become pregnant at an early age, many 
of them already stunted, to become chronically 
undernourished, further stunted and anemic.6 In 
addition, the risk of maternal malnutrition and 
mortality in these young women is increased by three 
to four times in comparison to the risk for an adult 
woman.7 In fact, complications from pregnancy and 
childbirth are among the most important causes of 
death for girls aged 15-19 in low- and middle-income 
countries.8 Pregnant adolescents are also more 
likely than adults to have unsafe abortions, which 
contribute not only to lasting health problems, but 
also maternal deaths.9

For the child who is born as a result of a child, early 
and forced marriage and thus, many times, as a result 
of an early pregnancy, the realization of his or her  
right to adequate food and nutrition, and thus of  
other human rights, is severely impaired for his or her  

6   See United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Child under nutrition in 
India: a Gender issue, 2009, accessed February 3, 2013, 
www.unicef.org/india/nutrition_5901.htm

7   See United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), State of the World Children 
– 2011, accessed February 3, 2013, 
www.unicef.org/media/files/SOWC_2011_Main_Report_EN_02092011.pdf, 
22.

8   See World Health Organization (WHO). Women’s health fact sheet, 
accessed January 13, 2013, 
www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs334/en

9    See World Health Organization (WHO). Women’s health fact sheet, 
accessed January 13, 2013, 
www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs334/en

Furthermore, the ability to access health care is also 
a pre-condition for the realization of women’s sexual 
and reproductive rights. In the case of displaced 
communities, there is a high risk of a lack of access 
to basic services, which would be in clear violation 
of Article 14 of the Protocol to ACHPR on the Rights 
of Women in Africa, among others, which states that 
“States Parties shall take all appropriate measures 
to provide…accessible health services”. This lack of 
access to care could have a very direct impact on 
women with high-risk pregnancies in violation of 
Article 12 of ICESCR, which states that States parties 
shall take steps necessary for “[t]he provision for the 
reduction of the stillbirth-rate and of infant mortality 
and for the healthy development of the child.”

Finally, violations of women’s right to sexual and 
reproductive health can also be directly linked to the 
gender-based violence issues explored below.

Women’s right to be free from gender-based 
violence
Child, early and forced marriages are harmful practices 
and violations of human rights with significant 
intergenerational implications for the right to 
adequate food and nutrition of the girl, the woman, 
her children and her community. Child, early and 
forced marriages are specifically a violation of Article 
16 of CEDAW, Article 10 of ICESCR, Article 23 of ICCPR, 
Article 24 of CRC, Article 21(2) of ACHPR, and Articles 
5 and 6 of the Protocol to ACHPR on the Rights of 
Women in Africa. Furthermore, although CEDAW does 
not contain a specific provision on gender-based 
violence, Recommendation No. 19 notes that gender-
based violence perpetrated by public authorities 
as well as any person, organization or enterprise 
constitutes discrimination, while also affirming that 
family violence is one of the most insidious forms of 
violence against women. It should also be noted that 
domestic law in Burkina Faso sets the minimum age 
to marry in Burkina Faso as 17 years for women.
Child, early and forced marriage is a form of gender-
based violence and results in the deprivation of 
the human rights (e.g. their right to education, 
reproductive rights, etc.) of the girls and young 
women who are victims to these violations, and 
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of CEDAW, Article 11 of ICESCR, Articles 24 and 27(3) 
of CRC, and Article 15 of the Protocol to ACHPR on the 
Rights of Women in Africa. 

While water is vital for the survival of any human being 
and as such, the lack of access to water is a severe 
violation of human rights, there are also significant 
links between the lack of readily available safe water, 
women’s rights and infant and young child nutrition 
and health. For example, while breastfeeding protects 
infants by decreasing their exposure to contaminated 
water and poor sanitation, infants and children under 
five who are not breastfed, or exclusively breastfed 
for those under six months, for one reason or another 
(and thus whose nutrition is dependent upon foods 
prepared under unhygienic conditions) are at an 
increased risk of developing diarrheal diseases and 
associated malnutrition.

Finally, the lack of access to water has an impact 
on women’s and girls’ human rights beyond that 
of a direct link to their right to adequate food and 
nutrition, but with significant implications for 
their overall rights and those of children in the 
community. Lack of adequate access to water, when 
combined with patriarchal gender norms that make 
women and girls primarily responsible for fetching 
water, purifying it and cooking with it, has a more 
indirect impact on women’s and girls’ ability to use 
this time for other more productive activities, such as 
attending school, with considerable repercussions for 
women’s and their families’ rights and food security 
in the future. Another particular impact is reflected 
through women’s greater need for water and toilet 
facilities as a result of their own biology, which does 
not make it easy to go to the bathroom standing up 
(like men are able to do), making it more important 
to have a private toilet facility readily available and 
which makes it so that they have a greater need to 
clean themselves and their clothes more frequently as 
a result of menstruation.

Access to land
Lack of access to land is directly linked to violations 
of the right to adequate food and nutrition of all. 
The displacement of communities often results in the 

lifetime.10 The infant mortality and malnutrition rates 
associated with adolescent pregnancies are higher 
than those of adult pregnancies.11 Furthermore,  
adolescent mothers have a higher risk of having low 
birth weight babies.12 Low birth weight babies have 
a much higher risk of dying before reaching age five, 
of developing more severe malnutrition, specially 
stunting13, and of developing chronic degenerative 
diseases in adult age.14 Low birth weight, wasting, 
stunting, and child malnutrition, has the further 
consequence of impaired cognitive development and 
malnutrition, including under-nutrition and obesity, 
in adulthood.15

Women’s right to natural and productive 
resources

Access to water and sanitation
Lack of access to water and sanitation, especially 
for women and children, has an impact on the right 
to adequate food and nutrition. The human right to 
water and sanitation is protected under Article 14(2)  

10  For a specific country example of the impact of child, early and forced 
marriage on women’s human rights throughout the life span, including 
the right to health and education, see Plan Nepal, Save the Children, and 
World Vision International, Child Marriage in Nepal – Research Report, 
2012, accessed December 15, 2013, https://217.86.242.33/exchange/
cordova/Posteingang/WG:%20OHCHR%20Call%20for%20Submission%20
on%20child,%20early%20and%20forced%20marriage%20-%20Deadline%20
15%20Dec%202013.EML/Child%20Marriage%20in%20Nepal-%20Report.pdf/
C58EA28C-18C0-4a97-9AF2-036E93DDAFB3/Child%20Marriage%20in%20
Nepal-%20Report.pdf?attach=1

11  See United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), State of the World Children 
– 2011, accessed February 3, 2013, 
www.unicef.org/media/files/SOWC_2011_Main_Report_EN_02092011.pdf, 
22.

12  See World Health Organization (WHO). Adolescent pregnancy fact sheet, 
accessed January 13, 2013, www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs364/en

13  Stunting, or low height for age, is usually caused by continued insufficient 
nutrient intake and frequent infections, higher prevalence below age 2.  
Wasting, or low weight for height, is a strong predictor of infant or child 
mortality, and is usually associated with acute lack of adequate nutrient 
intake and disease. For more information, see United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF), Progress for Children: A World Fit for Children Statistical Review, 
accessed February 5, 2013, 
www.unicef.org/progressforchildren/2007n6/index_41505.htm

14  See United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), State of the World 
Children – 2011, accessed December 12, 2013, 
www.unicef.org/progressforchildren/2006n4/index_lowbirthweight.html

15  See United Nations Standing Committee on Nutrition (UNSCN), Sixth 
report on the world nutrition situation, accessed December 12, 2013, 
www.unscn.org/files/Publications/RWNS6/html  
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in the communities after displacement while their 
husbands are forced to abandon their households to 
try to seek to make a living elsewhere, and as a result 
women are left to survive with the few resources that 
are left (after having sold much of what they had) 
and as the sole responsible household member caring 
for and feeding the children.

Children’s right to education
Children’s lack of access to education has a 
significant impact on the realization of their right to 
adequate food and nutrition. The right to education 
is guaranteed under Article 10 of CEDAW, Article 13 of 
ICESCR, Article 28 of CRC, Article 17 of ACHPR, and 
Article 12 of the Protocol to ACHPR on the Rights of 
Women in Africa. Children’s lack of education not only 
has a direct impact on their ability to find a job, earn 
a decent wage and thus, feed themselves and their 
children, but it can also affect their ability to access 
basic services and knowledge about their rights, which 
in turn affects their ability to defend these. Often, 
as a result of displacement, children move to a new 
community that lacks the adequate infrastructure for 
a school or leaves them too far from their old school 
and without the necessary transportation to reach it. 
In this context, by not adequately facilitating and 
assisting all social groups to have access to work, 
livelihoods and income, the State of Burkina Faso 
could be failing to realize its obligation to fulfill 
the economic accessibility dimension of the right to 
adequate food in cases of displacement.

Children’s right to health
The human right to health is closely linked to the 
right to adequate food and nutrition. Specifically, 
violations of the right to health of children are 
particularly linked to violations of the right to 
adequate food throughout the lives of children 
and as they become adults. The right to health is 
guaranteed under Article 12 of CEDAW, Article 12 of 
ICESCR, Article 24 of CRC, Article 16 of ACHPR, and 
Article 14 of the Protocol to ACHPR on the Rights of 
Women in Africa. 

Lack of access to health care as a result of 
displacement, whether it be physical because 

loss of access to land in which they farmed and grew 
food for their own consumption and to sell, resulting 
in violations of the communities’ right to adequate 
food and nutrition, which has been unequivocally 
protected under Article 11 of ICESCR and Article 12 
of CEDAW. In addition, access to natural resources, 
including land and the equal access to land by men 
and women, has been guaranteed under Article 14 
of CEDAW, Article 21 of ACHPR, and Article 15(a) 
of the Protocol to ACHPR on the Rights of Women 
in Africa. A lack of access to land has a particular 
effect on women, as they are often the ones who are 
central to domestic food provisioning, and through 
them on their whole families and communities. More 
specifically, the lack of access to land has a very 
direct impact on the communities’ right to adequate 
food and nutrition through the lack of availability of 
productive land to feed themselves, the deprivation 
of the economic means that had been previously 
provided by the sale of their agricultural products 
to purchase the food they need, the change in their 
diets due to the decrease in yields and the change in 
crops produced, and the lack of freedom to choose 
to consume and feed themselves and their families 
in dignity.

Access to animals, credit and other productive 
resources
Access to animals, credit and other productive 
resources is often severely limited to women in 
displaced communities and as such, it presents a 
violation of Article 14(2) of CEDAW, with impacts on 
everyone’s right to adequate food and nutrition. Much 
like access to water and land, the loss of access to 
animals, credit and other productive resources upon 
displacement can have a severe impact on women and 
their coping mechanisms. The loss of the resources 
they possessed prior to displacement often through 
the sale of these to gain financial benefits in order to 
cope with other more basic deprivations such as the 
lack of food or employment means a loss of long-term 
financial security for the community. Furthermore, 
women are often not able to access formal credit 
or formally be the owners of the animals or other 
resources in their possession due to patriarchal norms. 
Finally, women are often the ones who stay behind 
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Selection of Participants

The selection of participants was guided by particular 
characteristics that were of interest for the research 
questions – namely, women of households with 
at least one child aged 6-59 months and which 
were displaced following the implementation of 
IAMGOLD’s mining project in Essakane. Guidelines on 
nutritional survey methodologies currently stipulate 
that children between 6 and 59 months should be 
surveyed as it is generally believed that this age 
group is the most vulnerable to nutritional issues.  
One of the main reasons for excluding children under 
6 months of age is based on the assumption that 
children under 6 months are typically breastfed and 
as such malnutrition among this age group would be 
rare. Key informants familiar with the research aims 
and the communities assisted in the efforts to narrow 
down typical households fulfilling the criteria prior 
to doing a random selection of those households. 
Efforts were further made to select an equal number 
of households from each of the six communities, 
which with the exception of Essakane Site, were all 
about the same size and same degree of internal 
homogeneity. In the case of Essakane Site, an equal 
number of households was selected from each of the 
five sectors of which Essakane Site is composed, in 
order to maximize representation of all groups. 

From a nutritional perspective, infants and young 
children as well as women were the populations of 
concern for this report due to their higher nutritional 
needs linked directly to their growing and reproductive 
stages. In addition, from a human rights perspective 
and based on the framework for the right to adequate 
food and nutrition that guides this work, the human 
rights of women of all ages were determined to have 
a significant impact on the nutritional status of all, 
including children.

Participants were selected at random from a list 
of households previously drafted by community 
representatives following meetings with those 
who conducted the interviews and discussions (as 
described below). The criteria for participating were: 
(1) to be a woman of reproductive age; (2) to have 

health care centers are not immediately available, 
or financial because of communities’ inability to 
have the means to pay for health care, and either 
be it preventative or urgent care, could signify a 
violation of Burkina Faso’s obligation to protect and 
fulfill the communities’ right to continued access 
to health care, with implications for their right to 
adequate food and nutrition. The nutritional status 
of children is especially compromised when violations 
of children’s right to health exist because many 
diseases will prevent the adequate absorption of 
nutrients. Similarly and linked, those children who 
are already experiencing protein-energy malnutrition 
are more susceptible to, and less able to recover from, 
infectious disease. A lack of access to safe water can 
also have health effects on the children, as they can 
be exposed to high levels of infection, with resulting 
effects on their nutritional status.

Women’s right to recourse and accountability 
mechanisms
The right to remedies is guaranteed under Articles 2 
and 15 of CEDAW, Article 2 of ICCPR, and Article 25 
of the Protocol to ACHPR on the Rights of Women 
in Africa. Women’s ability to access accountability 
mechanisms and make their voices heard are key 
to reclaiming their rights and are preconditions for 
women’s full participation in their right to adequate 
food and nutrition. Often, women’s inability to 
participate in accountability mechanisms is due to 
their lack of awareness about their role as rights-
holders, resignation to the injustice of the status-
quo, fear of reprisals at the public and private levels, 
mistrust of institutions in charge of accountability 
mechanisms, inability to claim their rights while 
simultaneously fighting for survival, and a lack of 
economic and physical accessibility to competent 
authorities.16

16  More information about the links between women’s access to recourse 
and accountability mechanisms and the right to adequate food and nutrition 
can be found in FIAN’s Written Contribution on Women’s Access to Justice 
When Claiming the Right to Adequate Food to the CEDAW Committee’s 54th 
Session, February 2013, available at: 
www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cedaw/docs/ngos/FIANinternational.pdf
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Administrative Procedures: 
Informed Consent and Other

All participants provided informed and written 
consent prior to participation. The women were 
informed in their language about the objectives 
and procedures for the investigation. They were 
informed that they were free to refuse to participate 
and to cease their participation or refuse to answer 
questions at any point without any consequences. 
In an effort to maintain complete confidentiality of 
the participants, numbers were assigned to each of 
the households for identification. The information 
obtained was kept confidential and access to the 
questionnaires and recordings was only permitted 
to those directly involved in the research. The 
electronic files generated did not contain any names 
or identifying information. 

Letters were sent to various regional authorities 
informing them about the research, its aims and the 
populations with which it sought to engage. Courtesy 
visits also took place before conducting the interviews 
and focus groups discussions. Regional authorities 
visited included the Governor of the Sahel region, 
the High Commission of the Province of Oudalan, 
the Mayor’s Office of Gorom-Gorom, the Prefecture of 
Gorom-Gorom, as well as medical authorities, which 
included the Regional Health Director and the Chief 
Medical Officer of Gorom-Gorom. Furthermore, a letter 
was sent to IAMGOLD, informing them about this 
effort.

Qualitative and Quantitative 
Components

The project was conducted between October 2013 and 
November 2014 and included three main components: 
(1) meetings with representatives and others from 
the six displaced communities of Essakane Site, 
Marganta, Bounia, Ticknawell, Péta Barabé Seno and 
Péta Barabé Oudalan, (2) focus group discussions 
with women from the six displaced communities, and 
(3) individual survey interviews with women from the 

a child between the ages of 6 and 59 months; (3) to 
live in one of the six displaced communities and to 
be living there as a result of displacement following 
the implementation of IAMGOLD’s mining project; (4) 
to have lived in one of the displaced communities 
before displacement; and (5) to plan to stay in her 
community during the period of the discussions, 
interviews and validation meetings.    

In total 1,070 households from the six communities 
volunteered to participate in the discussions; 
however, only 60 households (10 households per 
community), were included. The criteria for inclusion 
were those of fulfilling the eligibility criteria outlined 
above in addition to obtaining the woman’s informed 
consent to participate in the form of a signature on 
the informed consent form. The selection of these 
60 women representing 60 households for the focus 
group discussions was done according to random 
selection (as described below).  For the individual 
questionnaires, a second random selection was 
done following each focus group discussion where 
19 households (four households for one of the 
communities and three households for the remaining 
five communities) were selected to participate in 
the individual interviews. For those women selected 
who had more than one child between the ages of 
6 and 59 months, it was asked that the youngest 
child be selected as the one for which the questions 
were answered due to the presumption that the 
circumstances surrounding this particular pregnancy 
and birth remained fresher in the mind of the woman 
and thus, she could more accurately recall the answers 
to the questions. 

For the two newly-displaced communities of Sabangaré 
and Zone Nord, which were not part of the original six 
communities on which this report sought to focus, 
but were instead included at the recommendation 
of key informants during the inception visit to the 
communities, convenience sampling was used as 
participants for these focus groups were selected 
based on who was readily available the day the 
interviewers visited their communities. These two 
focus group discussions included both men and 
women.
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In April 2014, community meetings were held in 
each of the six communities (in the case of Essakane 
Site, five separate meetings were held in each of 
the five sectors). These meetings included male 
and female community representatives as well as 
other community members who were interested in 
volunteering to take part in the discussions and had 
been included in the list of volunteer households. The 
aim of these meetings was to discuss the methodology 
and aims of the research, share with those interested 
in volunteering to participate in the discussions and 
interviews the details of the investigation, go over 
the informed consent protocol, select participant 
households at random, and conduct a pre-test of the 
individual questionnaires.

As part of the selection process, it was verified that 
the volunteer households on the lists provided by 
community representatives fulfilled the selection 
criteria, were present at the meetings and were indeed 
interested in participating. 10 women representing 10 
households per community were randomly selected 
as well as five alternate households per community 
in the case that some of the 10 primary women 
selected were not available the day of the focus group 
discussions. In the case of Essakane Site, two primary 
households and three alternate households per sector 
for a total of 10 primary households and 15 alternate 
households overall for the community were selected. 
The random selection of the households was done 
based on a table of random numbers. Random numbers 
were assigned to all those volunteer households 
on the lists. To avoid clashes between families, the 
random selection of households was done in front of 
all potential participants and their representatives. 
The pre-test of the questionnaires took place in two 
sectors of Essakane Site with two different families. 
The results of this pre-test were used to make 
some adjustments to the questionnaires prior to 
implementation of the tools.

six displaced communities. A fourth component, not 
originally envisioned, which entailed two additional 
focus group discussions with male and female 
members of two newly-displaced (December 2013) 
communities, Sabangaré and Zone Nord, also affected 
by the IAMGOLD mining project,17 is also included 
in this report. The qualitative information obtained 
from these two additional focus group discussions is 
analyzed and presented separately in this report.

Community Meetings
With the aim of exchanging and validating information 
with the affected communities, community-wide 
public meetings with several hundreds of community 
members took place in March, April, and November 
2014. FIAN supports the struggles of affected 
communities and in line with the human rights 
principle of participation, communities’ active 
involvement in all that FIAN does is fundamental. 
Furthermore, the widely-attended community 
meetings towards the conclusion of the project also 
served to validate the findings gathered from the 
focus group discussions and individual interviews.

In March 2014, a first community meeting was held 
in Gorom-Gorom with male and female community 
representatives with whom FIAN Burkina Faso had 
worked in the past from each of the six communities 
to present the proposed protocol and the selection 
criteria, introduce the research team, and obtain 
their permission to move forward with the project. 
During this March meeting, following this exchange, 
community representatives were asked to share the 
information with members of their communities 
and to draft themselves, or designate a third person 
in their communities to do so, a sign-up list of 
households who might be interested to volunteer to 
participate. 

17  This information was provided to us by community representatives 
during our field visits. IAMGOLD was asked in writing to provide a response 
in relation to this specific allegation; while, IAMGOLD’s reply stated that 
there were “a number of areas in which ‘facts’ have been cited which are 
either incorrect or which are contextually incomplete”, a response in regards 
to this specific allegation was not provided by IAMGOLD.
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Presentation of project 
Selection of participant households
Informed consent of selected households
Pre-test of individual survey
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discussions took approximately 120 minutes and the 
questions in the focus group discussion guide aimed 
to gather the perceptions of women in regards to: 
(1) hunger, malnutrition, and human rights; (2) 
the impact of mining and displacement on hunger, 
malnutrition of children, women’s rights, children’s 
rights, and the environment; (3) the factors affecting 
the nutritional status of their children; and (4) the 
strategies put forward by women to overcome these 
challenges. Focus group discussions were carried 
out by a trained moderator in French. A translator 
aided in the moderation by providing consecutive 
interpreting from French into the local languages 
and vice-versa. The moderator used a semi-structured 
interview guide to ensure the topics covered were 
similar across discussion groups. The discussions were 
digitally recorded by two recorders.

Individual survey interviews
At the conclusion of each focus group discussion 
(with the exception of the focus group discussions 
that were held in the newly-displaced communities), 
three or four women that participated in each of 
the focus group discussions were randomly selected 
to participate in individual survey interviews to be 
carried out at a later point in time. During the first 
two weeks of June 2014 individual survey interviews 
were carried out with the selected women from each 
of the communities. Five quantitative questionnaires 
that aimed at gathering information about (1) 
household composition, (2) socio-economic status, 
(3) women’s health and rights, (4) infant and young 
child feeding and health practices and (5) access to 
water and sanitation were administered. Due to a 
number of factors that were beyond the control of 
the interviewers, although 19 women were selected 
to complete individual surveys, only 15 women 
were able to complete all five of the questionnaires, 
while one additional household was able to partially 
complete the surveys.      

In November 2014, two separate visits to the six 
communities took place. The first one took place 
after an initial analysis of the information was done 
with the purpose of validating the analysis. During 
this first visit, the initial analysis was presented in 
a simplified manner and grouped by themes only 
to the 10 women from each of the six communities 
that participated in the focus group discussions to 
validate the findings. In addition, these meetings 
allowed us to clarify any misunderstandings due to 
transcription mistakes and to better understand some 
outstanding questions. The overwhelming majority of 
women agreed with the initial findings.

The second visit during the month of November was 
done after all analysis had been finalized, taking into 
consideration any input from the women themselves 
obtained during the first visit in November. The 
aims of these meetings were to present the results 
and engage in an initial discussion about the case 
strategy with everyone from the communities who 
was able to attend. As such, these six community 
meetings were not confined only to the women who 
participated in the focus group discussions, but 
rather the meetings were open to all men and women 
from each of the six communities, which in the case 
of most communities, the number of community 
members present to validate the findings exceeded 
a hundred people. The overwhelming majority of men 
and women agreed to the findings and various ideas 
for a case strategy based on the findings were shared.  

Focus group discussions
During a two-week span in May 2014, a total of 
six separate focus group discussions were carried 
out – one in each of the six communities – with a 
total of 60 women participants overall. A seventh 
and eighth focus group discussion were held in two 
communities, Sabangaré and Zone Nord, composed 
of individuals who had recently been displaced. 
These additional focus group discussions did not 
follow the same protocol as the other six as they 
were held with both men and women from the 
community; however, informed consent was provided 
by all participants and the same semi-structured 
focus group questionnaire was used. All focus group 
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Human Rights Analysis

Following the quantitative and qualitative analysis of 
the information gathered, a human right to adequate 
food and nutrition analysis was done using the rights 
((1) women’s sexual and reproductive rights; (2) 
women’s right to natural and productive resources; 
(3) children’s right to education; (4) children’s right 
to health; (5) women’s right to be free from gender-
based violence; and (6) women’s right to recourse 
and accountability mechanisms) identified during the 
conceptual work as a basis and based on the human 
rights review and framework described in this report.  
conceptual work as a basis and based on the human 
rights review and framework described in this report.

Individual surveys
The information obtained from the individual 
questionnaires were coded and entered into the 
database Epidata version 3.1. These were then 
exported into the statistical analysis software STATA, 
which was used to calculate frequencies and summary 
statistics (median, mean and range) for closed-
response survey questions. Responses to open-ended 
questions in the individual questionnaires were 
reviewed and common themes were identified. 

Limitations

Due to funding limitations, it was not possible to 
conduct community censuses, which would have 
allowed doing probability sampling, or the random 
selection of participants from a population to create 
a more representative sample with the intention of 
making statistical inferences and generalizations 
from that sample of the whole population. Also due 
to a lack of resources, this research did not take 
anthropometric measurements, which would have 
allowed  for the direct assessment of the nutritional 
status of children between the ages of 6 and 59 
months. Furthermore, the small size of the sample 
for the quantitative survey does not allow us to make 
many comparisons or do certain statistical tests that 
would measure the significance of certain observed 
differences. Nevertheless, it should be noted that in 
human rights documentation, even a single case can 
be decisive in proving that human rights violations 
exist and as such, a small number of cases can 
help in making logical generalizations explaining 
the circumstances that lead to patterns of these 
violations. Furthermore, the findings in this reports 
come from an established and proven human rights 
methodology that is based on information gathering 
from a broad range of sources and with field-based 
research at its core, thus ensuring their validity.

Qualitative and Quantitative 
Analysis

Focus group discussions
The recordings from each focus group discussion 
were transcribed verbatim, and the women’s verbal 
statements directly translated into French. The 
transcripts were reviewed and analyzed by two 
members of the research team. Grounded theory 
and thematic analysis approaches informed the 
coding and analysis strategy. Guided by research 
questions, thematic codes were developed, important 
sub-themes were identified and summarized, and 
illustrative quotations from the interview and focus 
group discussion transcripts were extracted. 

Statistical Glossary

Median: the middle number in the list of 
numbers listed in numerical order.
Mean: the average number, which is calculated 
by adding up all the numbers and then dividing 
them by the total number of numbers or 
responses given.  
Confidence Interval (CI): it gives an estimated 
range of values which is likely to include the 
true population parameter, the estimated range 
being calculated from a given set of sample data. 
If independent samples are taken repeatedly 
from the same population, and a confidence 
interval calculated for each sample, then a 
certain percentage (confidence level or in this 
case, 95%) of the intervals will include the true 
population parameter.
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All the women who participated declared that hunger 
indeed existed in their communities and that it was a 
wide phenomenon. A woman from Péta Barabé Seno 
exemplified this with this statement:
“…hunger is so common here that it is enough just 
to look and you will see it everywhere. Hunger when it 
takes someone if you look at them, you will see it in 
their skin.”

Hunger linked to a lack of purchasing power 
as well as to a lack of ability to engage in 
agriculture
The majority of women reported that the lack of food 
stemmed from both an absence of their ability to 
engage in agriculture as well a lack of financial means 
to purchase the needed food. One woman from Péta 
Barabé Seno reported that:
“Hunger is when you have not cultivated to make a 
living. You have not cultivated, you don’t have money 
to buy millet. So it is hunger in any case.”

Similarly, another woman from Bounia explained:
“We can be 3 days without eating because if you earn 
nothing you do not eat.”

Hunger linked to many illnesses
According to some women, illnesses associated 
with hunger were common amongst both adults 
and children. A woman from Péta Barabé Oudalan 
mentions the impact of hunger on breastfeeding and 
children:
“When hunger takes over even the adults, they die and 
we’re not even talking about the children. A child who 
nurses and there is nothing in the breast, what will 
prevent him from getting sick? He will end up dying.”

Women also perceived malnutrition as an illness and 
associated it with irregular nourishment. A woman 
from Péta Barabé Seno exemplified this point:
“To safeguard us from this illness, malnutrition, we 
are forced to eat millet…the millet is saved for very 
difficult times.”

Other illnesses caused by hunger and cited by the 
women included ulcers, heartburns, weight loss, and 
diarrhea. According to the women from Essakane 

Chapter Three: Focus Group 
Discussion Results 

A total of six separate focus group discussions were 
held in Essakane to explore women’s perceptions 
surrounding hunger, malnutrition, human rights, the 
impact of displacement and strategies to address 
these. Each focus group was composed of 10 women 
who had been previously selected according to the 
methodology outlined in this report and took place 
in each of the six communities (Essakane Site, 
Bounia, Marganta, Ticknawell, Péta Barabé Seno 
and Péta Barabé Oudalan), for a total of 60 women. 
Furthermore, two additional focus group discussions 
in two newly displaced communities (Zone Nord and 
Sabangaré) took place with both men and women. The 
results from these last two focus group discussions 
are presented separately at the end of this section.

Perceptions in Regards to 
Hunger and Malnutrition 

Hunger defined as not having enough to eat
The majority of women from the six communities 
defined hunger as a lack of food to fulfill their basic 
food requirements. Many households reported that 
they did not eat sufficiently and were subjected to 
under-nutrition for a variety of reasons. A woman in 
Essakane Site exemplified one of the reasons:
“…a father goes to work, on the way back he earns only 
250 CFA (0.38 EUR). Sometimes, he earns nothing. 
However, at home there are 5 children waiting to be 
fed. Half a kilo for 5 children and their mother, is it 
enough?”

Another woman from Péta Barabé Seno stated that:
“There are women with 4 or 5 children, whose husbands 
buy one box (of millet) or a box and a half of (millet), 
this cannot feed them, or what? Others buy millet by 
the bag or half of a bag. The women collect in the 
daily serving what it takes to make porridge for the 
children. If you take more to feed your family and the 
bag finishes before due time, this is also a problem…
So, with the children, we have to find a solution.”
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out early for marriage. In relation to this, a woman 
in Bounia said:
“Nowadays, girls are difficult and one cannot force a 
girl into marriage anymore. For us, the parents, what 
pleases us, is that our girls study until obtaining their 
CEP. If they earn their CEP and they get a job, that’s 
the utility of educating the girls.”

A woman from Péta Barabé Oudalan summarizes the 
common perceptions in many of the communities:
“Nowadays, as soon as one of us has a child, we try 
to register the child in school, be it a girl or a boy, 
because we have seen the importance of school.”

It was also revealed that in Essakane Site, the 
classrooms are full with about 90 to 105 students. 
During the last November 2014 visit to Essakane 
Site to validate the findings, the school director 
mentioned that he has notified the responsible for 
the IAMGOLD project of the urgent need to build 
new classrooms; however, no follow-up was given 
according to this community member.18 Furthermore, 
it was also mentioned that in Essakane Site some 
students had been incentivized to leave school with 
promises of employment; however, these promises did 
not materialize and these students were now jobless 
and without having finished their education. 

Right to Housing
In regards to housing, women described their living 
conditions after displacement as precarious because 
the houses that they were given were poorly built.

18  IAMGOLD was asked in writing to provide a response in relation to this 
specific allegation; while, IAMGOLD’s reply stated that there were “a number 
of areas in which ‘facts’ have been cited which are either incorrect or which 
are contextually incomplete”, a response in regards to this specific allegation 
was not provided by IAMGOLD. In a previous e-mail correspondence between 
FIAN and the company in March 2013, IAMGOLD stated that “There is only 
one community where a school was not constructed because at the time of 
resettlement, this very small community did not have a school or sufficient 
school aged children. We provided transportation options for children 
to attend a school in the neighboring village (2km away), which were 
sometimes used. We have consistent dialogue with the community about the 
need for a permanent school. If the community decides a school is required, 
we are more than willing to construct it and work with the government to 
ensure it is staffed.” 

Site, hunger could precipitate malaria and cause 
dizziness and convulsions. Finally, depression was 
also mentioned as being caused by hunger.

Perceptions in Regards to the 
Right to Adequate Food and 
Nutrition and Related Human 
Rights

The right to adequate food and nutrition
The majority of women do not have a clear 
understanding of what it means to be a rights-holder 
and to be in possession of the human right to adequate 
food and nutrition and related rights; however, many 
women were able to practically describe the various 
dimensions of the rights when asked more specifically 
to describe their specific situation. 

Women tended to understand that the right to 
adequate food meant having sufficient food, a good 
diet as well as having enough money to purchase food 
and an environment conducive to healthy eating. A 
woman from Essakane Site explained what the right 
to adequate food and nutrition meant for her:
“It’s a good diet. Well-prepared dishes, having clean 
containers, clean dishes.”

Another woman, also from Essakane Site, similarly 
stated the linkages between income and the right to 
adequate food and nutrition:
“If someone has the means, he has the right to a 
good diet, but if the person does not have [sufficient 
means], he cannot have a good diet.” 

The right to education
While the individual surveys indicated that the school 
attendance rate varied between communities, with 
some communities having a very low attendance 
rate, the women who participated in the focus 
group discussions for the most part understood 
the importance of sending their children to school. 
When the women were asked about girls’ schooling 
in particular, the majority seemed to understand the 
importance of schooling girls and not pulling them 
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also engage in artisanal mining, and to sell objects,  
produce and other food items in small markets, while 
now they usually end up just sitting around without 
anything to do.

Furthermore, according to the women interviewed, 
many promises were made to the communities 
before their displacement, including promises 
about employment, in particular the promise that 
the displaced communities would be given the 
opportunity to work for IAMGOLD; however, the 
communities stated that these promises were not 
kept.20 These promises many times took the form of 
verbal promises, which could not be directly verified. 
A woman from Bounia emphasized the importance of 
work for women and children in her community, in 
particular as related to employment at IAMGOLD:
“If IAMGOLD allows us to work, a large part of our 
problems would be resolved; because if a woman works 
until she earns something, she will come back with 
something to give to her children…”

Perceptions in Regards 
to Impact of Mining and 
Displacement on Hunger, 
Malnutrition and Human Rights

A turn for the worse
According to the statements of the participants in 
the focus groups, large-scale mining has seriously  
 

20   For this publication, IAMGOLD was asked in writing to provide a response 
in relation to this specific allegation; while, IAMGOLD’s reply stated that 
there were “a number of areas in which ‘facts’ have been cited which are 
either incorrect or which are contextually incomplete”, a response in regards 
to this specific allegation was not provided by IAMGOLD. In a previous e-mail 
correspondence between FIAN and the company in March 2013, IAMGOLD 
stated that it had “worked diligently to provide jobs for local communities, 
particularly those who were impacted by the resettlement. Currently, we 
have approximately 40% local employees at the mine. The large neighboring 
population makes it difficult to manage local expectations; however, we 
have training programs to develop local skill levels so that they may benefit 
from jobs at the mine. Small scale miners have continued their trade in a 
wide variety of other locations in the immediate vicinity.” In a separate 
document entitled “Gestion des questions communautaires d’Essakane” from 
May 2014, IAMGOLD states that as of that date, 92% of its employees are 
Burkinabé, approximately 41% are from the Sahel region and 13% are from 
the nearby communities. In that document, IAMGOLD also states that the 
lack of technical competencies is the limiting factor that prevents them from 
hiring members from the displaced communities.  

A woman from Essakane Site describes the living 
conditions of many in the communities by saying:
“These houses, they are not houses because you are 
sitting and you see the houses cracked everywhere. 
Being inside you can see the outside, you can see to 
the other side [of the wall]. In any case, they did not 
construct houses. In reality, a shed would be better 
than these houses.”  

Another woman, also from Essakane Site, talked 
about the verbal promises that were made to the 
communities in regards to housing prior to their 
displacement:
“They flattered us by saying that if we move, they will 
build us houses, they will give us ceilings. They will 
take care of us so that we can live well. But they did 
nothing of what they said. The houses here are hot, 
we are forced to construct sheds because that is what 
we know.”

Nonetheless, some improvements have been made 
over the years and some houses have been rebuilt or 
repaired, according to the communities, by IAMGOLD. 
Some houses that were severely cracked were 
destroyed to give place to new houses with chaining, 
which was completely missing in the first houses that 
were built.19 

Right to work
Women often talked about the lack of work as a major 
problem for all in their communities and the majority 
identified it as the main source of all their problems. 
While women often identified men as being the ones 
most affected by the lack of work after displacement, 
many women also described themselves as having 
suffered because before, they used to be able to  

19  IAMGOLD was asked in writing to provide a response in relation to this 
specific allegation; while, IAMGOLD’s reply stated that there were “a number 
of areas in which ‘facts’ have been cited which are either incorrect or which 
are contextually incomplete”, a response in regards to this specific allegation 
was not provided by IAMGOLD. In a previous e-mail correspondence 
between FIAN and the company in March 2013, IAMGOLD stated that ”We 
fully acknowledged the housing construction issues and for the past two 
years have been working diligently with any community member who has 
experience housing problems. We have invested almost $2 million over the 
past two years in correcting this oversight and ensuring that no relocated 
individual has a household that is not satisfactory.”
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get tired without earning anything. Before and now 
it‘s not the same thing. There are no animals, no job, 
millet also we do not get now. So it‘s not the same 
there and here.”  

Similarly, another woman from Péta Barabé Oudalan 
talked about her present-day problems in the new 
sites:                                                                                                  
“In the name of God, when we were there, we did not 
have the problems we have today. We had our work, we 
grew our okra, we could pick herbs, we were selling milk 
thanks to the animals we raised. Our husbands did not 
really have to worry about feeding their families. Now 
we have nothing, and when we ask them for something, 
they also do not have it. It‘s just misery what we are 
living here since we came.”

A woman from Essakane Site talks about the unfulfilled 
promises made by IAMGOLD:                                            
“When IAMGOLD decided to move people, it said for 5 
years it would take care of us. Since we‘re here, we have 
not seen anything from it. We do not have work; our 
husbands do not have work. People die of hunger, our 
husbands are starving, our children are starving ...”21

A woman from Marganta compares the number of 
times they would eat before displacement against the 
number of times they now eat: 
“Over there you can eat three times a day. Here often 
once a day you eat.”
                                                                                   
A woman from Essakane Site talks about the un-kept 
promises that were made:
“It promised a dam, electricity, flowing water. Of all of 
that, we have not seen anything.”22

21  See note 20.

22  IIAMGOLD was asked in writing to provide a response in relation to this 
specific allegation; while, IAMGOLD’s reply stated that there were “a number 
of areas in which ‘facts’ have been cited which are either incorrect or which 
are contextually incomplete”, a response in regards to this specific allegation 
was not provided by IAMGOLD. In a previous e-mail correspondence between 
FIAN and the company in March 2013, IAMGOLD stated that “Resettled 
communities were provided equivalent or improved access to water with 
the resettlement process. Any shortages could be attributed to increases 
in local population, the 2011 drought and an increase in the sale of water 
to small scale mining. Of the two communities that have experienced 
water quality issues, we have consistently provided potable water to meet 
community needs. Simultaneously, we have been working diligently towards 
a permanent solution.”

affected the good life they used to have. The ridding 
of these communities of their traditional gold mining 
has reduced them to a life without means. This is 
clear from the statement of one of the women from 
Essakane Site:
“Us, we came to find our men working for gold, they 
earn gold, silver and us, we go to the market to work. 
We sell, we earn, we also earn like our men. We eat, we 
drink. Today even our men do not earn, we cannot even 
talk about us, the women. Our children are starving, we 
also starve.”            

Similarly, a woman from Bounia stated that:
“... People used to winnow, there the place we left in 
the past where they dispossessed us of the gold. There, 
where we were before, there was a lot of gold. Since 
we moved, we can winnow here for two days without 
getting anything.”                      

Another woman, also from Bounia, said bitterly:
“It‘s our domain there where they built their factory. 
It is our domain.”     

Participants also asserted that displacement and 
resettlement caused them more harm than good, 
especially since the promises made to them prior 
to displacement were not kept. Promises of a good 
life with dams, quality housing, running water at 
all times, financial support for the implementation 
of income generating activities and strengthening 
of livestock, fields (...), were now only part of the 
broken dreams. For them, the difference between 
their old sites and those in which they presently live 
was very stark. A woman from Bounia explained the 
differences:
“It‘s not the same thing. You see where we were before, 
we got millet, animals, we had these things; today, the 
animals are finished, we do not get millet, we could 
even work before, but since we‘re here we do not work. 
Before, we were able to deal with the animals even 
without the help of our husbands. We would sell milk. 
Now if it is not someone who will give it to you, you 
do not even have to eat. Today for 10 days someone 
is going to work without earning anything, not even 5 
francs. You‘re going to go look for something until you 
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at Marganta there, even when the sun wants to set, 
you would run to the market for your condiments.”

Another woman from Essakane Site talks about the 
fact that before displacement they were able to save 
money because they were able to work and earn an 
income and further equates health and peace of mind 
with the ability to earn an income:
“If you work, you earn and you save. Before, we worked 
and we saved. But they flattered us and brought us 
here, they do not know that we had money. If you have 
health, you have money. But if you come and you do 
not have peace, how are you going to have money?”

Another woman talked about the differences she sees 
in her children after displacement:
“Our children who were born in the former Marganta 
are not like those who were born here; they have seen 
suffering.”

Similarly, a woman from Essakane Site talked about 
women’s ability to feed their children adequately 
before displacement:
“In the old Essakane, we used to earn our milk and we 
could make food and our children could eat well.”                                     

Loss of lands and reinstallation on poor 
lands
All displaced communities claimed that they were 
reinstalled on lands that were mostly unsuitable for 
agriculture and/or livestock. A woman from Bounia 
explains the particular impact of poor lands on these 
communities who lived off their fields:
“...We, we live off of the fields, but the fields they gave 
us, are not productive.”
                                                           
Another woman from Péta Barabé Seno talks about 
the impact of poor lands on their animals:
“If the animals do not have anything to eat, they will 
die. We are not in the bush, we are on virgin ground. 
He who does not work and if his animals live on this 
virgin soil, these animals will die. The animals must 
eat.”

Women in some communities also complained about 
the distance they had to travel in order to reach the 

Another woman, also from Essakane Site, describes 
the current situation of women in her community:
“Here, since we have been here it‘s a hassle. Here we 
only stay seated. We have nothing, our husbands have 
nothing. Even if we leave now, we would earn nothing. 
Even our husbands have nothing, let’s not even talk 
about us (the women).”

In view of their daily life and the problems of 
hunger that kept getting worse, all participating in 
the focus groups expressed their desire to return to 
their old sites. They unanimously asserted that if the 
opportunity presented itself to them, their return 
would take place in the wink of an eye. No one would 
hesitate to abandon their present habitats and run to 
find these rich lands that offered them happiness. A 
woman from Bounia lamented: 
“The ease we had at Bounia we do not have it here.”      

Another woman complained about the fact that they 
can no longer care for animals:
“Here you are stuck; the former Bounia was better. 
When we were on the other side, we were good, our 
animals were good too. When we chased away the 
animals, they go away and do not bother us, but now 
if you chase your animals, you just turn around and 
it returns following you to come home. However, you 
cannot even depend on yourself, let’s not talk about 
animals.”

Another woman, also from Bounia, remembers the 
yields she used to obtain before displacement:
“If you are using two tubs of millet to sow your field, 
during the harvest, you can have 200 tines. Depending 
on the size and quality of the fields, you could even 
have 300 tines during the harvest. But here, this is not 
the case. Here, our crops barely get us 20 tines or 30 or 
40. 20 tines cannot support a family.”

Most women, including the one below from Marganta, 
mentioned that the amount of food they used to eat 
was a lot greater in the old sites: 
“At the old Marganta, we ate a lot!!! We had money 
because we worked! Today, is there work? There is no 
longer working for there to be something! Here, the 
work is to go look for something without finding much; 
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When you sow the seeds, they die because of lack of 
water before they sprout.”24

In addition, upon resettlement, new fields were only 
awarded to the heads of households who owned 
property that had been engulfed by the mining area. 
Thus, while some families continue to ‚own‘ the land 
they used to farm on before displacement, they 
expressed difficulty in continuing to use that land 
because of the remoteness of their current habitats. 

Intra-household problems and disruption of 
family life
Faced with hunger after displacement, the fabric 
of family life has been affected. In particular, 
abandonment from men, but also from some women, 
has increased.

A woman from Péta Barabé Seno talks about the 
situation in her household:
“My co-wife, who has 8 children, left, it’s hunger that 
chased her away. She left her children and it is me who 
takes care of them.”

Another woman from Péta Barabé Oudalan also talked 
about the difficulties that marriages face as a result 
of the lack of employment:
“Before we worked in everything like our husbands, 
but now that we have been displaced, we don’t work 
anymore and all the work is given to them. So divorces 
have multiplied and almost all the women who are here 
[in the focus group discussion] are abandoned women 
as a result of poverty.”

24 IAMGOLD was asked in writing to provide a response in relation to this 
specific allegation; while, IAMGOLD’s reply stated that there were “a number 
of areas in which ‘facts’ have been cited which are either incorrect or which 
are contextually incomplete”, a response in regards to this specific allegation 
was not provided by IAMGOLD. In a previous e-mail correspondence between 
FIAN and the company in March 2013, IAMGOLD stated that “Relocated 
farmers were given equivalent sized replacement parcels of land and 
provided assistance with such things as plowing in order to turn their new 
lands into more productive spaces. Farmers were compensated for 5 years of 
lost production, even though they could start farming immediately afterward 
(year 1).”  

garden that had been given to them in exchange for 
the lands that they had lost after displacement. In 
addition, other women also complained about the 
lack of a garden altogether in their own community. 
In particular, the women from Ticknawell complained 
about the fact that IAMGOLD did not take into 
consideration their religion, culture and customs 
and the fact that the women from this particular 
community cannot travel far distances to use a 
garden:
“We, too, we told them to construct us a garden that 
will allow us to grow something that will allow us to 
have something to eat. We do not go very far, even 
before the arrival of the mine, we did not even go in 
the fields where our husbands worked. That is why 
we will not go to a distant garden. If they make a 
garden next door, we will go and work. But if they do it 
elsewhere, we will not go there ... we want our garden 
to be the next to us.”23

Another woman from Péta Barabé Oudalan talks about 
the futility of trying to have a field in the new sites 
because of the poor quality of the soils: 
“We, we spoke, our husbands spoke, but there is not a 
suitable place for a field here.”

A woman from Bounia describes the many challenges 
she faces with the fields she was given by IAMGOLD 
after displacement:
“We had fields, but our good fields were taken away by 
IAMGOLD ... With the fields today, we cannot even have 
a grain of millet. We cannot even close the season with 
the harvest. We cannot even have 10 tubs of millet ... 
A field of stones, water cannot seep into the ground.  

23   IAMGOLD was asked in writing to provide a response in relation to 
this specific allegation; while, IAMGOLD’s reply stated that there were “a 
number of areas in which ‘facts’ have been cited which are either incorrect 
or which are contextually incomplete”, a response in regards to this specific 
allegation was not provided by IAMGOLD.
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The lack of water: a major problem in the 
communities
In spite of some recent efforts by local authorities 
to ameliorate the issue of a lack of access to water, 
many women reported that access to water continued 
to be a major problem for the communities and many 
saw it as being linked directly to their displacement.

In Péta Barabé Seno, even though IAMGOLD built 
a water tank, according to women interviewed,25 
this has not entirely solved the problem. During 
the period of heat, electrical outages are common 
which further aggravate the situation due to the fact 
that the water tank cannot satisfy all of the needs 
of community members and their animals. A woman 
from Péta Barabé Seno stated that:
“…There are moments when we spend an entire week 
or two without water. We don’t receive anything, 
equally, our animals don’t receive anything.”      

However, it should be noted that women also stated 
that during the rainy season and some months 
after, running water is mostly available in most 
communities except during the times when there are 
power outages during the day. We were told by the 
women in most communities that when the water 
tank is filled adequately, it can satisfy the daily water 
needs of the whole village, including the animals.

At Ticknawell, the same difficulties of lack of access 
to water were expressed by the participants of the 
focus group discussion. Some of the women affirmed 
that they did not have water to drink since the day 
before the focus group discussion. They exclaimed 
that the water that had been brought for the 
discussion served to quench their thirst. According to 
the women’s statements, even if there was water in 
the well (in other words when there were no electrical 
outages), the flow was always so weak that the 
households are not able to supply themselves with 
water in an adequate manner and running water was 
not available 24 hours a day.

25  See note 22.

In other cases, after divorce, women no longer able 
to stand the abandonment talked about having to 
leave their marital homes to go live with their own 
parents. Women talked about the increase of these 
cases after displacement and some of these women 
were part of those who were interviewed. 

A woman from Essakane Site talked about her specific 
family situation:
“My husband left home 1 month ago without saying 
where he was going. He left me with 6 children. Even 
worse, my son-in-law came to leave me my pregnant 
daughter and afterwards, we were without news from 
him. I am obliged to face it all. And the last time 
to fulfill a prescription of 72000 FCFA for her (the 
pregnant daughter), I was forced to sell my prettiest 
outfit for 7500 FCFA to the shopkeeper. It is difficult 
what we live here…”   

Similarly, another woman also from Essakane Site 
talked about the helplessness that their husbands 
feel when faced with hunger:
“…their father does not come back home because 
when he finds them crying next to their mother, as 
soon as he arrives and he does not have anything to 
calm them down, he leaves again immediately…”
 
Migration to other mining sites
It was also reported that many fathers have left their 
homes to migrate to other mining sites in order to be 
able to exercise their trade as traditional gold miners. 
Many women from Péta Barabé Oudalan mentioned 
that their husbands had migrated to the mining sites 
in Bobo in the west of the country or abroad to sites 
in neighboring Mali:
“They go look for something to feed us, some go to 
Mali, others got to Bobo, and others go to Banfora.”      

Similarly, a woman from Essakane Site also talked 
about the phenomenon of migration:
“If the man has nothing to do, he is forced to go look 
for something…the men run, they leave their families 
and go look for something elsewhere.” 
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Although they worked long hours in the garden, 
their vegetables dried up quickly due to the fact that 
the distribution of water did not sufficiently fulfill 
their needs. However, it should be noted that during 
a subsequent visit, the research team interacted 
with two technicians who had been contracted by 
IAMGOLD to educate the women on how to use the 
drip irrigation system that had been put in place 
by IAMGOLD shortly after the research team’s June 
visit.27 

In addition, some women, as the quotation below 
from a woman in Ticknawell shows, mentioned that 
not only does the lack of water affect their intake 
of water, but it has broader impacts on their overall 
well-being:
“A person who has not had a drink in any case cannot 
do laundry. If someone did not have water to give a 
drink to the animals, we have no purpose, how are we 
going to wash clothes?”

It needs to be highlighted that women also mentioned 
that this lack of access to water is exacerbated by the 
lack of rains and the naturally harsh dry conditions 
in the Sahel region. In recent years this problem has 
become worse. A woman from Ticknawell explains:
“What we can say is that in recent years there is 
problem of rain. There is no water ...”                                                                             

Women reported that the rainfall issue was worse 
during the winter season of 2014. Furthermore, 2012 
also recorded a particularly severe drought in the 
Sahel region. During the November 2014 visit to the 
communities, it was revealed that there had been no 
harvest in almost all six sites. The women mentioned 
that even though they had worked on the lands, the 
rain was lacking right at the moment when it was 
needed the most during the season.

27 IAMGOLD was asked in writing to provide a response in relation to 
this specific allegation; while, IAMGOLD’s reply stated that there were “a 
number of areas in which ‘facts’ have been cited which are either incorrect 
or which are contextually incomplete”, a response in regards to this specific 
allegation was not provided by IAMGOLD.

One woman from Péta Barabé Oudalan exclaimed:
“We don’t know if we are dead or alive. The water 
problem is there!” 

Four months later, during the validation of the 
findings, one woman from Essakane Site stated that 
the water problem was in fact getting worse, which 
also had implications for the amount of time women 
and children spend lining up to wait for water: 
“It’s been 18 days since the lack of water has gotten 
worse; we have been without water for 4 days. The 
worst is in sectors 4 and 5 here at Essakane Site. The 
faucets don’t work almost at all. We attempt to refill 
at the boreholes and wells. But this increases the 
waiting times since the queue is always long. To have 
a container of 20 liters of water, we have to wait from 
the morning to midday.”   

Another woman from Ticknawell similarly expresses 
frustration at the time spent hoping for water: 
“People suffer, simply to have water, let’s not even talk 
about eating. You spend all your time at the pump with 
your animals without getting anything.”

When asked what aggravated the situation, the women 
from Essakane Site responded that sometime after 
June 2014, IAMGOLD began using the water reservoirs 
from their community for their own activities as they 
themselves lacked water.26 In addition, individuals 
from the village of Gosey, which is another gold 
mining site, also began to use their water. 

It should be noted that the gravity of the situation 
of the lack of water has made it so that water has 
become a highly prized possession. The interviewers 
witnessed several households hiding water containers 
behind beds.

In Marganta, the women stated that the water 
problem had interfered with their gardening activities. 

26 IAMGOLD was asked in writing to provide a response in relation to 
this specific allegation; while, IAMGOLD’s reply stated that there were “a 
number of areas in which ‘facts’ have been cited which are either incorrect 
or which are contextually incomplete”, a response in regards to this specific 
allegation was not provided by IAMGOLD.
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after displacement, which was felt by virtually all 
families, forced them to give more to the children 
when distributing the food. Along these lines, a 
woman from Péta Barabé Oudalan explained: 
“In the morning I ate. If I eat in the morning, I often 
do not eat anything all day until the following day. The 
child ate yesterday twice, he ate in the morning and 
had dinner...”
                                                                   
Similarly, a woman from Bounia described her family’s 
daily struggles: 
“We often spend days without eating so we don’t earn 
nothing. When we earn we save. And my children can 
spend the day without eating until sunset.”  

The meals eaten by the families were nutritionally 
poor. Quality mattered little to households in a 
context where the amount itself is problematic. 
Food meals were mainly based on millet and served 
with a sauce of dried baobab leaves. Protein sources 
were extremely rare in their meals. Meat or fish are 
consumed only occasionally and exceptionally at 
parties or ceremonies if available. A woman from Péta 
Barabé Oudalan talks about what she eats on a daily 
basis:
“We eat baobab sauce with potash! That‘s it.”

Another woman, also from Péta Barabé Oudalan, 
similarly says the following in response to a question 
about what her child eats regularly:
“Corn porridge for the child.”

Some women, such as the one below from Ticknawell, 
mentioned that she ate animal feed to combat the 
hunger they felt:
“To calm the stomach, we are forced to eat animal 
feed. Men do not consume it because they are better 
able to withstand the hunger that us, the women. (...) 
The situation is even worse for pregnant and lactating 
women.”

Furthermore, many women also talked about the fact 
that displacement and the loss of their lands have 
caused them to change the way in which they grow, 
acquire and prepare their foods. For example, this 
woman from Bounia explains:

The sale of belongings
The lack of financial means to confront the nutritional 
needs of the family, has forced many families to sell 
their animals, which were considered to be a sign 
of great wealth. A woman from Bounia talks about 
having to sell her animals:
“The animals that we had there, we sold them for food. 
Those that we did not eat, have died.”     

Similarly, objects deposited with small shopkeepers or 
boutiquiers of the village usually end up being sold 
in compensation for the debt or credit they had been 
given to be able to purchase food products or to pay 
for health care, as exemplified by this statement from 
a woman from Bounia:
“If you have to put your subject as security, you do not 
need to put it in credit, you simply sell your object.”                                          

Another woman from Essakane Site also talked about 
selling precious objects as a coping mechanism in 
order to survive:
“Um ... Me, I had to sell my gold-plated quality jewelry 
that I bought years ago in Togo before arriving at 
Essakane to meet the food needs of my family!”                                             

Indebtedness
Many women talked about having to ask others in 
their communities for money and going into debt. 
A woman from Essakane Site talks about her own 
experience, which exemplifies the experience of 
many: 
“We ate the money of the groups, it is not our fault (no 
possibility of repayment) we are indebted to the neck. 
We have nothing to eat. We are therefore forced to lie 
to them to have to eat.”                                                                    

Perceptions in Regards to Factors 
that Affect the Nutritional 
Status of the Children

Frequency and quality of meals for women 
and children
In most cases, the children ate the family meal, thus 
eating the same meals as adults. The lack of food 
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Another participant from this same community 
confirmed:
“As soon as the creek is filled, we cannot bring a child 
to the hospital, even if he is hurt.”

A woman from Essakane Site explains the differences 
in accessing care in the new sites versus the old sites 
and how the lack of income affects access to care:
“Truly we did not have problems before because when 
you went out, you would go to work, you would earn 
enough to eat and feed your children. There were not 
problems like these. Even if your child was sick and your 
husband was not there, you could go for treatment in 
the absence of your husband because you had money. 
If your husband comes back he will pay you back, but 
if you do not want him to, you tell him not to because 
the child is ours.”

Access to care for women
Participants reported greater difficulty in accessing 
care after displacement due to a lack of funds. 
A woman from Péta Barabé Oudalan responds to a 
question about whether care is free and talks about 
the difficulty she faces without money in accessing 
care:  
“No, never. We always paid our money. Each time, they 
give you a paper and make you pay what you cannot 
pay ... you have not eaten and you are told to pay 
what you do not have; you are forced to return home.”             

Women from Péta Barabé Oudalan during the focus 
group discussion, all decried the situation that their 
community was facing during the rainy season. The 
lack of access to health care was not only a function 
of a lack of financial means but also of the state of 
isolation in which the village is found because of the 
creek that forms. A woman from Péta Barabé Oudalan 
explains:
“(...) From the time we were displaced, we are far from 
any clinic. In addition, during the rainy season, when 
it rains enough, we are cut off from the world, we can 
no longer cross the creek to go to the clinic. (...) We 
cannot bring a child to the hospital, even if he is hurt.”

“Currently we eat the millet that we buy, the one from 
our fields is gone ... our good fields were withdrawn by 
the white.”                               
                                                                    
The nutritional status of children
While the problem of a nutritionally-poor diet was 
partially masked in infants due to the fact that they 
benefited from breastmilk, women reported the visible 
long-term effects of hunger in children. For example, 
a woman from Péta Barabé Oudalan talks about her 
five-year old child who is small for his age:
“It is because of hunger that if I say that my child here 
is five years old, no one will believe me. Anyway this 
one here, he is 5 years old.”

Access to care for children
Access to care for children was reported as being 
dependent on the financial resources of the parents 
despite the grant of certain medications to younger 
children. A woman from Péta Barabé Oudalan talks 
about the difficulties in accessing care without 
financial means:
“If you have the money to take care of your child, you 
take him to the hospital, otherwise it is useless to send 
him there because without money, no one will treat 
him.”       

Another woman from Péta Barabé Oudalan confirms 
what the first woman mentioned:
“It is just like she said, if you have the money, as 
soon as your child is sick, you take him to the hospital, 
otherwise, it is better to pray to God that everything 
gets better.”       

Access to care was more problematic during the rainy 
season especially for families in Péta Barabé Oudalan 
because of their isolation caused by the rains. Some 
cases of deaths related to this isolation were even 
mentioned by participants in this community:
“Yes, there have been deaths. Since our move, we 
are far from any clinic. In addition, during the rainy 
season, when it rains enough, we are cut off from the 
world, we can no longer cross the creek to go to the 
clinic.”         
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Resort to credit and loans
Faced with the multiple challenges of hunger, women 
reported the use of credit from shopkeepers to meet 
the basic needs (rice, oil, sugar and condiments) for 
the family. A woman from Péta Barabé Seno explains:
“Now when you arrived I had been on the stone (on 
the site of traditional gold mining) until dusk. When 
I get home, I often have earned 1000 F, often it is 
500F. I go to the shopkeepers, I take a loan and I go 
prepare (the food) for them. When the sun rises and 
I have nothing I‘m leaving again in search of what to 
feed them. Or I go to those who are better off than me 
often because some people are better off than others 
and ask for a box of millet.”

Another woman from Bounia explains how credit 
works in her village: 
“When the shopkeeper agrees, I take what I need and 
when I return, with the grace of God, I come to pay 
him. If he does not accept, I leave. But if he does not 
accept, what can I do?”
                                                                                             
Others simply use the help of neighboring families. 
For some communities, this practice is vital to their 
survival. A woman from Marganta explains how she 
relies on other families:
“Sometimes you go to your neighbor who has 
something. Those who do not have look for someone 
who is better off than them and who will give them 
credit.”

It should also be noted that women mentioned that 
many of the shopkeepers or boutiquiers were ruined 
because of the repetitive credits that were never 
repaid. 

Dialogue with community representatives to 
revindicate their rights
Community representative exist in each of the 
communities. While there are women representatives 
in most of the communities, the main community 
representatives are all male in all six communities. 
While the women did not explicitly express 
dissatisfaction with this arrangement, they did imply 
that there were differences to how far the community 
representatives and the women were willing to go 

Apart from access to care, the community also had 
problems accessing and transporting foodstuffs due 
to the creek that forms during the rainy season 
isolating the village. 

Strategies Put Forward to 
Overcome Problems Identified 

Prioritize the children and others over the 
women
To overcome all the challenges the families 
faced, women used a variety of strategies. Lack or 
insufficient food has forced families to feed children 
first. A woman from Marganta explains how children 
are used to not eating:
“(When it comes to) a child, it is best not to eat 
(yourself) than to not allow her to eat; she, herself, if 
she has not eaten, she will not cry; the child may not 
cry until the night.”

Similarly, another woman, also from Marganta, 
explains that prioritizing the children when it comes 
to food means reducing the intake of food amongst 
the adults: 
“For someone who does not have (means), having 
breakfast is sufficient to reach the night.”

In certain households, even the bare minimum was 
no longer possible to attain to the point that the 
children were subjected to go a whole day without 
eating anything. This was the case of a woman and 
her two children in Bounia: 
“We often spend days without eating if we have not 
had anything...And yes even children spend the day 
without eating until sunset!”

Another woman from Ticknawell talks about eating 
animal feed; but mentions not giving it to the men 
and very seldom to the children:
„Men do not want the animal feed. The appetite of 
the woman and the man are not the same. What the 
woman accepts to eat, the man does not accept it ... 
we give some to the children, but we risk that they may 
have diarrhea.”
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built our homes, today we have no money, no job, no 
grass for our animals. Even the houses where we are 
today are a problem for us. We have no money even to 
build mud houses.”

The Newly-displaced 
Communities: Sabangaré and 
Zone Nord

With the extension of the mining perimeter, new 
communities were displaced in December 2013 and 
were resettled on land near Essakane Site, according 
to verbal statements by community members.28 These 
are Sabangaré and Zone Nord.

In these new villages, community members reported 
that standards were respected in the construction of 
housing units in contrast to the first six sites. A new 
school was built for these two communities as well. 
But beyond these appearances, the new resettled 
seem to already be suffering the consequences of their 
displacement. Several months after their resettlement, 
when they participated in this discussion, some men 
and women declared they no longer had the resources 
to meet their basic needs.

The women and men who attended the meetings said 
that the houses built were good but their condition 
of life had been seriously affected and hunger would 
soon manifest in their communities. A woman from 
Sabangaré explained:
“There is no work that we do. We are only sitting. There 
is no work here, we cannot even do small business 
because everyone is in the same situation. He who 
has no money cannot buy anything. There (in the old 
sites), small business worked, people worked, they had 
money and they were able to sell, but here, who are 
you going to sell to? We do nothing here except that 
we sit all day long.”
 

28 IAMGOLD was asked in writing to provide a response in relation to 
this specific allegation; while, IAMGOLD’s reply stated that there were “a 
number of areas in which ‘facts’ have been cited which are either incorrect 
or which are contextually incomplete”, a response in regards to this specific 
allegation was not provided by IAMGOLD.

in their efforts to revindicate their losses. A woman 
from Essakane Site explains:
“We went to see the representatives and other 
responsible ones. We said that in four months if 
nothing is done, we will walk to IAMGOLD. They told 
us to wait. But we, by next month, if they have not 
found a solution we will find IAMGOLD to demonstrate. 
Either they will find a solution for this village, or we 
will abandon the village. We cannot stay there with 
hunger…”

The women from Péta Barabé Oudalan also organized 
themselves as to claim their rights; however, their 
attempts to march did not occur. During the mid-
November visits, these women reported that:
“We were determined to walk to IAMGOLD but were 
retained by the old ones who calmed us, who asked us 
to wait ... If not we would have already implemented 
our strategy of walking there.”

Ask for help as a last resort
 A woman from Péta Barabé Seno talks about her faith 
in God as a coping mechanism:
“The solution is with God. Since we are conceived in 
the womb of his mother, it is God who gives life. It is 
God who has the power to feed every morning.”

Another woman from Bounia also cries for help to 
whoever will listen:
“The change, it is only God who can make the change. 
But you also should be useful to people. People, we 
will help people until they can save themselves from 
the situation.”

A woman, also from Bounia, expresses the belief that 
it is IAMGOLD’s responsibility to help them, but only 
until they are able to be on their feet:
“But for us, IAMGOLD has to support us only until we 
are stable. We know how to work. Once we are stable, 
we will be able to get out of this (situation) without 
the help of IAMGOLD.”

Another woman, from Péta Barabé Oudalan, explains 
for what exactly they need help:
“We want help for our survival; we want a lot of things 
to eat. Before we were able to search for gold and we 
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communities that were displaced – in particular in 
terms of infrastructure – their right to adequate food 
and nutrition continues to be threatened primarily 
due to the loss of their traditional ways to make a 
living after displacement and the current lack of 
opportunities to earn an income in the new sites.

A man from Zone Nord lamented:
“... It‘s all over. We are in our ninth month. There is 
not a male head of the household who dares to say 
that he may have to eat today. If it wasn’t for our 
animals to sell to feed our families…myself, it‘s my 
20th goat that I sell. It was last Friday (3 days ago) 
that I sold my 20th goat. Even those who have cows, 
he who has not sold two, has sold three to eat. (...) 
Now, someone who is only sitting, all that you have, 
you eat. You do not work, you do not have what to 
do. What you have will finish. If it ends, what are you 
going to become? Your house, even if beautiful, you‘re 
going to give it up to get food.”

A woman from Sabangaré talked about the lack of 
work after displacement:
“It is gold that we work [with]. There (in the old sites), 
even if you sleep until noon, if you just get up and go 
work nearby, you will find work to eat. You can have 
two grams and make a living. Here, since we have been 
here, we are only sitting (...) The day before yesterday, 
I took my container to try to work but I have not even 
had half a gram. I came back to sit down. If we were 
on the other side, the credit that I took today, I would 
not have taken.”

Nonetheless, a woman from Sabangaré talked about 
one positive development regarding children’s 
education that came about as a result of their 
displacement: 
“When we were on the other side, there was no school. 
Our children did not attend school. It was when we 
moved that they built a school for us and our children 
were in school. We took our children to school.”

It should also be noted that in the newly displaced 
communities (Sabangaré and Zone Nord), a school 
with modern classrooms has been built. A visit made 
to the school in June 2014 revealed that there was a 
greater number of girls attending school than boys. 
However, this number seemed to decrease in the later 
years of schooling.                                 
                                                                
While the two newly-displaced communities that 
participated seemed to have benefited to some 
extent from the advocacy efforts of the original six 
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the information of the second woman was partially 
discarded because of a death in the household the 
day of the interview. This second woman managed to 
answer some of the survey questions prior to the news 
of the death and as a result, some of the questions 
had a total of 16 responses while others only had 
15. It should also be noted that the death in this 
woman’s family was a shock for her whole community, 
Péta Barabé Seno, which caused the research team to 
refrain from interviewing the remaining two women 
who had been selected from that community. Selection 
of replacement households was not an option due to 
time constraints. No women were selected from the 
community of recently-displaced households. 

Chapter Four: Individual 
Survey Results

In total, 19 women were selected from the six 
displaced communities; however, only 17 women were 
surveyed. The information received from two of these 
17 women was, in the case of one woman, completely 
discarded, and partially discarded in the case of 
another one. The information of the first woman was 
not included because it failed to provide accurate 
and truthful information and thus, it was completely 
thrown out and not included in the analysis; while 
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Number of
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3

3
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3

3

3
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3

3

4

3

3

1

Number of women 
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1

0

0

0

0

1

Observations

Total exclusion

Partial exclusion

Number of women interviewed per community
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Participants in income-generating activities 
for the household
Concerning the participation of household members 
in income-generating activities, for every 5.55 adults 
(approximately 6), there was only one adult who did 
not participate in income-generating activities. These 
were primarily elderly individuals in the households, 
such as the grand-parents. (See Annex II, Table 2)

Socio-economic Status

Agricultural and livestock raising and feeding 
practices
Most of the households interviewed engaged in 
agriculture (10 out of 16) and the products both before 
and after displacement were mainly intended for 
consumption, with only three households producing 
for both consumption and sale. In contrast, livestock 
feeding and raising was primarily used for sale both 
before and after displacement. (See Annex II, Table 3)

Before resettlement, 13 of 16 households, or ¾ of 
households interviewed, engaged in agriculture. 
For two of the households who no longer practice 
agriculture, the main reasons, as reported by the 
women interviewed, for stopping this practice were 
the dispossession of lands, which are now part of 
the mining perimeter (2 cases), while for the third 
household, the reason was that the land was no 
longer fit for agriculture (since the winter of 2013) 
due to the release of toxic substances from the 
mine in the fields and their proximity to the mining 
area. One household also reported that while local 
authorities have been informed of the issue, nothing 
has been done to date to find a lasting solution; 
however, a sum of FCFA 50,000 was paid by the 
mining company to the head of the household as 
compensation.29 For those households who had not 
engaged in agricultural practice neither before nor 
after displacement, two households had practiced it a 
very long time ago, much earlier than displacement. 
(See Annex II, Tables 3 and 4)

29   See note 24. 

Household Composition 

Age
The average age of the women interviewed was 32.17 
years (n=12), the minimum age was 26 years and the 
maximum age was 45 years. Four of the 16 women 
interviewed did not know their age.

Education
Of the 16 women, only one woman had a primary 
school education while four had never been to school, 
two received some literacy instruction, and nine had 
attended Koranic school. In comparison, of the 16 
men “head-of-household”, five had never been to 
school, two had received primary school education, 
two had received literacy instruction, and seven had 
attended Koranic school. (See Annex II, Table 1)

Marital status
In terms of marital status, it should be noted that 
more than half of the women (9 of 16) have husbands 
who are currently “monogamous”.

Size of household
The median number of individuals per household 
was 9 (minimum=3 and maximum=20). A little more 
than a third of household members were essentially 
composed of youth (ratio of young people= 0.39) 
On average, 3,8 members per household were young 
people younger than 15 years old, while those 
between the ages of 5 and 14 represented on average 
1,8 members of the household. Similarly, the average 
number of children under 5 years old was two per 
household. (See Annex II, See Table 2)

Schooling
Among the 15 households interviewed, only eight 
households had at least one child between the 
ages of 7 and 14 years who had been schooled. The 
relation between schooled and non-schooled children 
in these eight households was 0.42. This means that 
the majority of children between the ages of 7 and 14 
years in the community were not attending school. 
(See Annex II, Table 3)
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Household possessions
The possession of agricultural tools and equipment 
and livestock ownership are also important indicators 
for socio-economic status. Only one household in 16 
has a plow; however, many families did own carts (10 
households or 62.5%) as well as the animals used for 
drawing the carts (12 households or 75%). Seventy-
five percent (75%) of households currently own large 
livestock (cattle) and/or goats; however, for those 
households who continue to own these animals, the 
number of animals in their possession has dramatically 
declined over the years after displacement from 
20-50 cattle (in total across all families) before 
displacement to 3-5 after displacement and from 
40-100 goats before displacement to 6-20 goats 

Concerning livestock feeding and raising, the tendency 
was a decrease in practice of these activities from 
before to after displacement. The main reasons given 
for this decrease were the lack of financial means to 
pursue the activity or the lack of grazing land. Some 
households also had to resort to selling their animals 
to be able to meet their basic needs. (See Annex II, 
Table 4)

Other income-generating practices
The main income-generating activities reported by 
the women apart from agricultural activities and 
livestock feeding and raising were the sale of food 
items, small-scale construction or repair work and 
artisanal gold mining. (See Annex II, Table 5)
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and reinstallation, and more specifically this 
percentage related to the winter season preceding the 
survey). Red sorghum occupied the second position 
in production with 62.5% of households producing it 
before displacement and 56.25% after displacement. 
The other crops included sesame, beans, ground nuts 
and some vegetables such as hibiscus and okra. Most 
women reported that while the production of these 
crops was maintained after displacement, production 
decreased. The main reasons given for this decrease in 
production were poor soil fertility in the communities 
where they were reinstalled after displacement for 
those who lost their lands and for others, the fact 
that they found themselves far away from their lands 

after displacement. The main reasons given by the 
women were the lack of financial means to maintain 
the livestock and thus, some have died. In other 
cases, these animals were sold to meet the food and 
nutritional needs of the households. For the sheep, 
the decrease was from 30-80 before displacement to 
2-4 after displacement. (See Annex II, Table 5)

Agricultural yields
When speaking about agricultural production, cereals 
occupied a first place before and after displacement. 
In this context of cereal production, millet figured 
prominently (81.25% of households produced it before 
their displacement against 68.75% after displacement 
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Women’s Health and Rights

Age of marriage
The average age at which women who participated in 
the interviews married was 14.92 years: three women 
married at age 13, six at age 15, three at age 16, one 
at age 17 and two did not know their age when they 
married. The women interviewed were also asked to 
provide the age of marriage for women in present day 
and to this question, the response tended to be 18 
years old. 

Age of first birth
The age of women’s first birth was at around 19 years 
old, the minimum age reported was 14 years old and 
the maximum age reported was 23 years old. While 
women interviewed married at an early age and 

after displacement. (See Figures 1 and 2 and Annex 
II, Tables 6 and 7)

It was also noted by the women that before 
displacement, as they were close to or living directly 
on the lands they cultivated, they were able to link 
livestock raising to agriculture as they would use 
animal manure as natural fertilizer of their lands. 
This natural organic fertilizer no longer exists in their 
current communities due to the lack of animals.

Housing
The majority of households surveyed (13) live in 
cement constructions with large cracks in the walls. It 
was reported by some of the women that these cracks 
are scheduled for either repair or to be destroyed and 
rebuilt. (See Annex II, Table 8)

Figure 3
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took place during the second trimester of pregnancy. 
Almost all women (14 out of 15 or 93.33%) reporting 
taking iron tablets during their pregnancy. 12 of the 
15 women sought post-natal services, of which nine 
reported receiving Vitamin A pills (or 75%). (See 
Figure 4 and Annex II, Table 9)

Difficulties in accessing health care
When women were individually asked about 
impediments in accessing primary health care, almost 
all of the women reported the ability to access health 
care without problems. The only significant difficulty 
in accessing primary health care services was the 
distance to reach the health center, of which 5 women 
reported as a problem (essentially the women from 

consequently became young mothers, a few women 
also had gaps of two or three years, and in one case 
six years, between the age of marriage and the age 
of their first live birth for reasons unknown to the 
interviewers.

Maternal health
The women interviewed had on average 6.1 live 
children. Nevertheless, more than half of women 
interviewed had registered the death of at least 
one child. The utilization of health care services, 
especially in regards to prenatal visits, was good 
(all 15 women), four women out of five reported 
having had at least 3 prenatal visits during their last 
pregnancy. For the majority, the first prenatal visit 
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Self-reported threats to or violations of 
women’s rights
When women were explicitly asked to talk about 
any human rights violations related to gender-
based discrimination and violence, such as intra-
household violence, lack of access to education, 
and the disproportionate responsibility of unpaid 
care work after displacement, among others, all 
women surveyed declared to have never known such 
problems. However, as revealed in the focus group 
discussions and subsequent analysis part of this 
document, women did in fact experience such threats 
to their rights, but do not seem to have a clear 
understanding of human rights or what it means to 
be a rights-holder.

Petarabe Oudalan). The problem became particularly 
significant during the rainy season as the villages 
where they find themselves become isolated by the 
floods and the health center, which is nearly 12 
kilometers away, becomes inaccessible. One woman 
stated that sometimes it is difficult to evacuate the 
sick from the villages, resulting in death. Furthermore, 
this woman stated the importance of building a 
bridge in order to enable better access to health care 
during the rainy season. (See Figure 5 and Annex II, 
Table 10)
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in the majority of households and the average age of 
introduction to water was 3 months, breastfeeding 
was not exclusively practiced during the first six 
months of life, as recommended by the World Health 
Organization. Furthermore, porridge and the family 
meal were introduced at around 6 months. Almost 
half of children ate with the other members of the 
household without much assistance. Women reported 
that the base for the porridge that is given to the 
children is primarily millet or corn. (See Annex II, 
Table 11)

Child access to health
Only one child out of five did not have a health card. 
Almost all those who possessed a health card had 

Infant and Young Child Feeding 
and Health Practices

Infant and young child feeding practices
Infant and child feeding practices were virtually 
identical in most households that were interviewed. 
All children upon birth were given their mother’s 
colostrum, which demonstrates that behaviors and 
views related to this have changed over the years; 
however, it should also be noted that 11 out of the 
15 households interviewed gave the infant a liquid 
other than breastmilk upon birth. Breastfeeding was 
practiced widely and predominantly; however, as 
evidenced by the fact that liquid was given upon birth 
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fever (all children without exception), followed by 
malaria (14 children). Three cases of malnutrition 
were reported (about 20%). (See Figure 8 and Annex 
II, Table 12)

Water and Sanitation

Access to water
All families surveyed reported having access to a 
source of water located inside the village; however, 
two households had to access water outside their 
villages. Meanwhile, the time it took to fetch water 
for the majority of women was approximately one 
hour (60%), while it took over one hour for 40% of 
households. For half of the households, it was the 
woman who fetched the water while the children 
were responsible for fetching water for three families.

also received all of their immunizations according to 
the national immunization schedule (80%). Fourteen 
(14) of these children had followed weight and 
height measurements and the average number of 
measurements taken were four. The maximum number 
of weight and height measurements taken was 15, 
which was observed in a child who had suffered from 
severe malnutrition. Women also reported that they 
visit health centers 100% of the time when their 
children fall ill. In addition to visiting health centers, 
one household reported that they also consulted a 
traditional practitioner while three others stated that 
they engage in self-medication. (See Figures 6 and 7 
and Annex II, Table 12)

Child illness
Over the 12 months preceding the survey, the children 
suffered from the following illnesses: diarrhea and 

Figure 7:
Distribution of households according to behavior in case of child sickness
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Before displacement, the majority of households were 
supplied with borehole water located in their specific 
communities. The maintenance of the borehole water 
was paid for by all household heads, who paid 500 
FCFA at the end of each month; however, the supply 
of the water was free. Two of the households reported 
supplying their families with water through the 
purchasing of water from vendors as these families 
had the financial means necessary to do this in order 
to avoid collecting water. (See Annex II, Table 13) 

Sanitation practices
More than half of the women used a sieve to filter the 
water before drinking it. No waterborne illness was 
noted during the two weeks preceding the survey. 
Only one case was reported over the last 6 months, 
but it was reported that a medical assessment at a 
health center cured the person concerned. Almost 
4/5 of the families possessed latrines inside their 
houses. (See Annex II, Table 13) 

Figure 8:
Child illness over last 12 months
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Chapter Five: Discussion
Based on the human rights framework detailed in 
the body of this report and its Annex I, this section 
specifically looks at how IAMGOLD’s activities and the 
communities’ displacement affected Burkina Faso’s 
obligations to protect and fulfill women’s sexual and 
reproductive rights, women’s right to natural and 
productive resources, women’s right to be free from 
gender-based violence, women’s right to recourse 
and accountability mechanisms, children’s right to 
education, and children’s right to health, and how 
threats to or potential violations of all of these rights 
affected the full realization of the human right to 
adequate food and nutrition of these communities, in 
particular that of children. Specifically, this section 
focuses on Burkina Faso’s human rights obligations 
under ICESCR, ICCPR, CEDAW, CRC, and the ACHPR as 
well as its Protocol on the Rights of Women in Africa.

Women’s Right to Sexual and 
Reproductive Health

The State of Burkina Faso seems to be failing in its 
obligations to protect and fulfill women’s right to 
sexual and reproductive health under Article 12 of 
CEDAW, Article 12 of ICESCR, Article 16 of ACHPR, 
and Article 14 of the Protocol to ACHPR on the 
Rights of Women in Africa. It was reported by the 
women who participated in the discussions that 
since displacement and primarily due to the loss 
of lands and income-generating activities, virtually 
everyone in the communities are suffering from a 
severe lack of food and that there is no difference 
in regards to the amount and quality of food and 
the number of times pregnant and lactating women 
eat per day. The majority of women said that they 
normally eat only once per day and that their meals 
are composed primarily of grains seasoned with herbs 
and condiments without meat, dairy products, or 
vegetables, except in special occasions. This amount 
of food and the nutritional quality contained in 
these meals are not adequate for any person, much 
less for women who have to deal with the additional 

nutritional requirements of pregnancy and lactation. 
In fact, the nutritional status of women in general 
and of reproductive age might have been even worse 
than others in their community as some women 
talked about sacrificing themselves for their children 
when it came to food and in at least one community, 
women reported having to eat non-edible food, such 
as animal feed, while men did not because they were 
perceived as being stronger and able to tolerate 
hunger better. This reduction in food consumption 
was directly linked to the displacement and the loss 
of lands and jobs by many women who said that prior 
to displacement they were able to eat three times per 
day, in comparison to once per day, or not at all for a 
number of days in a row, in the current sites.

Furthermore, while most women individually 
interviewed reported the ability to access health care 
without problems, five out of the 15 women reported 
difficulty in accessing health care services due to 
the distance they had to travel in order to reach 
the health center since being displaced from their 
communities. The women from Péta Barabé Oudalan 
reported during the focus group discussions that 
the problem of accessing care became particularly 
significant during the rainy season as the rains cause 
their villages to become isolated by the floods and 
the health center, which is nearly 12 kilometers away, 
becomes completely inaccessible. This lack of access 
to health care could have significant impacts on 
some of the women’s right to sexual and reproductive 
health. During focus group discussions, women, for 
example, reported having experienced deaths due to 
the inability of ill people to leave the village during 
the rainy season. This could have a very direct impact 
on pregnant women whose lives and pregnancies can 
be put at risk if no specialized care is provided to 
them if an emergency arises. In fact, while reasons 
are unknown, three out of the 15 women interviewed 
reported having had at least one still-birth, which 
could have been at least partially caused by this 
lack of access to health care services in some of the 
communities.

Furthermore, several women stated that their access 
to health care became worse after displacement in 
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substances from the mine.30 Direct exposure to toxic 
substances or indirect exposure to these through the 
consumption of food grown on contaminated soils 
could have an adverse impact on women’s health. 

Finally, threats to or violations of women’s right to 
sexual and reproductive health can also be directly 
linked to the gender-based violence issues explored 
below.

Women’s Right to Be Free from 
Gender-Based Violence

Burkina Faso seems to be failing in its obligations 
to protect and fulfill women’s right to be free from 
gender-based violence under Article 16 of CEDAW, 
Article 10 of ICESCR, Article 23 of ICCPR, Article 24 of 
CRC, Article 21(2) of ACHPR, Articles 5 and 6 of the 
Protocol to ACHPR on the Rights of Women in Africa, 
and General Recommendation No. 19 of CEDAW. While 
it was clear during the focus group discussions that 
the perspective on early marriage of the majority of 
participants had evolved over time as most women 
acknowledged the importance of sending children, 
including girls, to school and to not pull them out 
early to marry them, it was also clear that this belief 
has not completely translated into practice. In fact, 
the average age at which women who participated 
in the individual surveys married was 14.92 years. 
This average age is clearly in violation of domestic 
law, which sets the minimum age for marriage at 17, 
in addition to being a human rights violation. This 
translated into the average age of first birth for the 
women interviewed being around 19 years old, with 
the minimum age being 14 years old for one of the 
women who had married at age 13. 

30   IAMGOLD was asked in writing to provide a response in relation to 
this specific allegation; while, IAMGOLD’s reply stated that there were “a 
number of areas in which ‘facts’ have been cited which are either incorrect 
or which are contextually incomplete”, a response in regards to this specific 
allegation was not provided by IAMGOLD.

particular because in order to access health care and 
be able to fulfill prescriptions and pay for medications, 
one needs to have the financial means to do so, 
which in their case had been severely diminished 
since displacement for the reasons stated above.
 
While, as stated above, the limitations of this research 
did not allow the direct measurement of the nutritional 
status of women and children in the communities, 
women’s access to health is a social determinant of 
malnutrition and as such, these violations of women’s 
sexual and reproductive rights could have an impact 
on the right to adequate food and nutrition of all, in 
particular of children, in the community. Nutritional 
deprivation is a definite potential risk among the 
women in these communities, with implications 
for their pregnancies and children as explored in 
the conceptual framework part of this document. 
Repeated pregnancies were also observed in the case 
of the women interviewed, who on average had 6.1 
live children, which could also be caused by a lack of 
access to reproductive health services and exacerbate 
the nutritional deprivation to which pregnant and 
lactating women are particularly susceptible.

Several women stated that before displacement, as 
they were close to or living directly on the lands they 
cultivated, they were able to link livestock-raising to 
agriculture and were able to use animal manure as 
natural fertilizer for their lands. These women also 
made the point that this natural organic fertilizer no 
longer exists in their current communities due to the 
lack of animals. While no woman directly reported 
health problems due to exposure to synthetic 
fertilizers, these types of changes in the way they 
grow their food for consumption could have long-
term impacts on women’s health and that of their 
children as a result of having to use, in this case, 
synthetic fertilizers that they might have not used 
before. 

Similarly, while direct health consequences of 
exposure to toxic substances from the mine could not 
be verified by this research, at least one household 
reported not being able to farm in their old fields due 
to the lands being affected by the release of toxic 
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reported not having had a drink of water in over a 
day and talked about the various malfunctions of the 
pumps and wells that had been built by IAMGOLD. 
Even though new pumps have been built in some 
of the communities by IAMGOLD to remediate the 
situation that has been going on for years, these 
are often not working or connected according to 
reports of women during focus group discussions.31 
Furthermore, it is unclear what the local government 
has done in response to this situation.

Furthermore, gender norms in the communities 
interviewed dictate women, girls and children as the 
main “fetchers” of water for their families, which has 
a significant impact on water-related “time poverty” 
for women and girls. It was revealed that women and 
children are the ones who are responsible for fetching 
water, which in 60% of the cases, takes about an 
hour to fetch and over an hour to fetch for 40% of 
the households. In two out of the 15 cases, it even 
required going outside the community. Furthermore, 
the lack of access to clean water also impacts women’s 
and girls’ right to food and nutrition in other ways. 
For example, more than half of the women, who 
are also primarily responsible for cooking for their 
families, reported having to use a sieve to filter 
the water before drinking it, which is an additional 
burden of their time.

Four out of 15 women also reported not having toilets 
inside their houses, which has particular implications 
for women and girls for reasons of biology and 
gender norms (outlined in section above on human 
rights framework) and because sharing toilets or 
going to the bathroom without privacy could result 
in the greater risk of violence for women and girls. 
Furthermore, some women from the focus group 
discussions reported not being able to wash their 
clothes or do the dishes due to the lack of water which 
can be particularly unsanitary for women because of 
menstruation and can have an impact on the health 
of the community. 

31  See note 22.

While early marriage is not necessarily caused by 
displacement, the effects of early marriage on the 
right to adequate food and nutrition of both women 
and children are potentially exacerbated due to the 
inability of families to adequately respond to these 
effects as a result of their displacement. For example, 
the negative consequences on maternal health of 
early marriage combined with diminished coping 
mechanisms due to displacement could potentially be 
seen through the fact that three out of the 15 women 
interviewed reported still-births and more than half 
of women interviewed had registered the death of 
at least one child. Furthermore, the phenomenon 
of migration of male heads of household and the 
abandonment of the women and children, which was 
widespread in all of the communities in Essakane, 
and is a direct result of their displacement and loss 
of traditional livelihoods, could further exacerbate 
the burdens faced by those women who fall victims 
to early marriage - in particular those related to 
distancing from family, workload, and imposed 
obligations of child care. 

Women’s Right to Natural and 
Productive Resources

Access to water and sanitation
In the case of Essakane, water is often not available 
to these communities, sometimes for days on end, 
which signifies a potential violation of Burkina Faso’s 
obligations to protect their population’s right to water 
and sanitation from activities of private actors and 
fulfill these obligations in light of their conditions 
after displacement. In particular, Burkina Faso’s 
seems to be failing in its human rights obligations 
under Article 14(2) of CEDAW, Article 11 of ICESCR, 
Articles 24 and 27(3) of CRC, and Article 15 of the 
Protocol to ACHPR on the Rights of Women in Africa. 
While the lack of access to water seems to be 
exacerbated by the lack of rains in the area, it also 
seems to be a direct result of the displacement endured 
by the communities after IAMGOLD’s mining began. 
Most women interviewed individually reported access 
to water sources within their community; however, 
several women during focus group discussions 
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plots inside the perimeter of their own community 
because of their religious and cultural customs, which 
are different than those of other communities. 

Lack of access to land has also had a significant impact 
on the way in which communities grow food and feed 
their families. For example, it should be noted that 
gardening had not been a significant part of women’s 
agricultural work prior to displacement; however, 
these were the “lands” that had been reinstated to 
them after displacement, which presented challenges 
for the women. Even the drip irrigation system that 
had been put in place by IAMGOLD proved to be a 
challenging task for the women, who did not know 
how to use it. However, it should be noted that during 
one of the last visits made to the community, it was 
observed that IAMGOLD had taken steps towards 
teaching women to use the irrigation system by hiring 
individuals to train and support the women on how to 
use this system.32 In spite of these efforts, it needs 
to be highlighted that the failure of governmental 
authorities to become adequately involved and fulfill 
their human rights obligations results in the long-
term sustainability of communities’ agricultural work 
to be solely dependent on private actors’ activities, 
which will last only as long as the lifetime of the 
mine. 

Similarly, livestock feeding and raising were 
also affected by the lack of access to land after 
displacement in part as a result of the lack of grazing 
land for the animals. Furthermore, after displacement, 
most of the agricultural products were intended for 
family consumption, while prior to displacement, 
some families were able to also sell these products 
for additional income. 

32  IAMGOLD was asked in writing to provide a response in relation to 
this specific allegation; while, IAMGOLD’s reply stated that there were “a 
number of areas in which ‘facts’ have been cited which are either incorrect 
or which are contextually incomplete”, a response in regards to this specific 
allegation was not provided by IAMGOLD.

Access to land
Lack of access to land is directly linked to violations 
of the right to adequate food and nutrition of all 
under Article 11 of ICESCR and Article 12 of CEDAW. 
In addition, lack of access to land can also constitute 
a failure of Burkina Faso’s human rights obligations 
under Article 14 of CEDAW, Article 21 of ACHPR, and 
Article 15(a) of the Protocol to ACHPR on the Rights 
of Women in Africa. 

Most of the households individually interviewed 
engaged in agriculture prior to being displaced, while 
a much smaller number of households continued 
engaging in agriculture after displacement with 
reduced yields and in some cases, different types 
of crops. For two of the households who no longer 
practice agriculture, the main reasons for stopping 
this practice was reported to be the dispossession of 
lands, which are now part of the mining perimeter, 
while for the third household, the reason as reported 
by the woman who was interviewed was that the land 
was no longer fit for agriculture due to the release of 
toxic substances from the mine in the fields and their 
proximity to the mining area. During the focus group 
discussions, women overwhelmingly emphasized the 
dire impact of the loss of lands after displacement 
on hunger and malnutrition of their communities. 
For many women, the loss of lands resulted not only 
in a reduction of yields, but it often also resulted 
in a complete inability to continue growing food to 
support their families, a reduction of animals, and 
changing diets. Most women also described the 
inadequacy of the gardens and lands that they had 
been given as replacement. 

The lack of adequate access to land was reported to 
have a particular impact on women in the communities. 
During focus group discussions, women reported to 
be the ones primarily responsible for tending to the 
small garden plots that had been assigned to each 
family after displacement. Several women from one 
of the communities – Ticknawell – stated that the 
gardens that had been provided by IAMGOLD were too 
far for them to access or not culturally-adequate for 
them to access and as a result, they were not able to 
make use of these as they would prefer to have garden 
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woman mentioned that even though their children 
would become sick prior to displacement, they also 
had the financial means to pay for their medicines 
and so, they were able to access health care for 
their children, while today, they simply cannot even 
take them to the doctor because they know they 
will always be asked to spend money that they do 
not have. In addition, since displacement, families 
have sold many of their belongings, such as animals, 
valuable possessions and jewelry, in order to survive 
in hopes that things would become better over time; 
however, families’ situations have not improved and 
in fact, they seem to have become more dire with 
time. This has further resulted in a reduction of 
their wealth to virtually nothing and today, very few 
families have anything left to sell, thus having to 
rely on loans. Similarly, as their husbands migrate to 
other mining sites in Africa, abandoning their homes, 
the ability of women to care for their children in the 
same way they used to prior to displacement has 
been disrupted. Not only do women now have to find 
ways to survive without their husbands’ income and 
support, but some have also had to assume greater 
responsibilities, such as caring for the children of 
other women who themselves are abandoning their 
homes in desperation and even caring for their own 
adult children and their families who have been 
abandoned by their husbands. 

Children’s Right to Education

Threats to and violations of children’s right to 
education have long-term implications on children’s 
and adults’ right to adequate food and nutrition 
and indicate a failure of Burkina Faso to uphold its 
obligations under Article 10 of CEDAW, Article 13 of 
ICESCR, Article 28 of CRC, Article 17 of ACHPR, and 
Article 12 of the Protocol to ACHPR on the Rights of 
Women in Africa. While the majority of the women 
who participated in focus group discussions reported 
an understanding of the importance of school for 
both girls and boys, these same women also reported 
that the majority of children between the ages of 7 
and 14 of the 15 households individually interviewed 
were not attending school. While it seemed that both 

These violations linked to the lack of access to lands 
have had a very direct impact on the children of the 
communities, whose health and nutrition is particularly 
compromised by the lack of food in their households 
as their nutritional requirements are higher due to 
their growing stage. Children’s right to food that is 
adequate in terms of dietary adequacy, safety and 
cultural acceptability, is also being threatened by the 
change in diets that occurred due to the change in 
crops and yields produced. Furthermore, the impact of 
the lack of access to land is deeply gendered in this 
case, with significant impacts on children, as women 
reported that many of their husbands have had to 
migrate outside of Essakane in search of jobs and as 
a result, women are being left alone to care for the 
households and find ways to continue feeding their 
children, sometimes for months at a time, without 
land on which to grow food.

Access to animals, credit and other 
productive resources
Lack of access to animals, credit and other productive 
resources can signify a failure of the State of Burkina 
Faso to realize its obligations under Article 14(2) 
of CEDAW. Women reported a significant decrease in 
the number of animals after displacement affecting 
their ability to earn a living from livestock feeding 
and raising as well as having to rely on whatever 
credit they could get from boutiquiers, or village 
shopkeepers, while their husbands were away from 
the household outside of Essakane in search for jobs. 

Lack of access to animals and credit has a particular 
impact on the women in the communities and their 
coping mechanisms as they were the ones who stayed 
behind in the communities forced to make a living 
with the little resources available to them as the sole 
responsible household member caring for and feeding 
the children while their husbands are away. While 
many women during the focus group discussions 
acknowledged that things were not perfect prior to 
their displacement, they also made the argument 
that after displacement, their ability to put strategies 
forward to overcome issues were severely limited due 
to the loss of income generating activities and the 
disruption of familial structure. For example, one 
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hypothesis is that the problem accessing health care 
is accentuated during emergency situations, thus 
leading to death, as explained by one of the women, 
in particular in relation to communities isolated by 
water during the rainy season, such as Péta Barabé 
Oudalan. This could also explain the reports of women 
having to rely on traditional medical providers and 
self-medication for the care of their children. The 
lack of continuous access to health care services 
is particularly problematic for these populations as 
over the 12 months preceding the survey, virtually 
all children suffered from diarrhea, fever, malaria and 
some even were diagnosed with malnutrition. 

The nutritional status of children could not be 
measured with precision because anthropometric and 
clinical methods were not used. However, with the 
knowledge that these families consume a nutritionally-
poor diet according to the direct observations made 
and the statements of the participants, as well as the 
information gathered on the social determinants of 
malnutrition, it is evident that the nutritional status 
of children is being affected especially among the 
younger children. The nutritional status of children 
can be further compromised by the diseases children 
are reported to have. Illnesses can prevent the 
adequate absorption of nutrients and furthermore, 
those children who are already experiencing protein-
energy malnutrition are more susceptible to, and less 
able to recover from, infectious disease. Similarly, a 
lack of access to safe water can have health effects 
on the children, as they can be exposed to high 
levels of infection, with resulting effects on their 
nutritional status. The lack of access to safe drinking 
water is particularly a problem for infants under six 
months who are not being exclusively breastfed as 
recommended by the World Health Organization, 
which seems to be the case for the children in 
Essakane, because they can be particularly susceptible 
to diarrheal diseases. This lack of access to health care 
as a result of the displacement of the communities 
signifies a potential failure on the part of the State 
of Burkina Faso to realize its obligation to protect 
and fulfill the communities’ right to continued access 
to health care, with implications for their right to 
adequate food and nutrition.

men and women were similarly poorly educated, this 
general lack of education of children has a particular 
effect on girls in the community. The deprivation of 
education combined with gender norms that require 
women to be primarily responsible for the survival 
of their children in general and especially once their 
husbands migrate in search of jobs and abandon their 
families, as in the case of the Essakane communities, 
results in women having fewer opportunities to 
engage in income-generating activities, with impacts 
on the survival of their families. While schools 
had been built in the new sites for the displaced 
communities, women told stories of classrooms being 
filled to capacity, dilapidated building structures, 
and older children leaving school to try to find jobs 
to support their families – all clearly threatening 
children’s right to education. 

Children’s Right to Health

Women’s right to sexual and reproductive health (as 
explored above) is intimately linked to children’s 
right to health, which in the case of Burkina Faso’s 
population, is protected under Article 12 of CEDAW, 
Article 12 of ICESCR, Article 24 of CRC, Article 16 of 
ACHPR, and Article 14 of the Protocol to ACHPR on 
the Rights of Women in Africa. Women interviewed 
reported that on average they had 6.1 live children, 
a number that indicates frequent pregnancies, 
which could have significant health and nutritional 
effects on infants and children. Furthermore, while 
the reasons were not specified, more than half of 
women interviewed reported the death of at least 
one child, which whatever the exact reason, this high 
number of deaths indicates a violation of children’s 
right to health. The fact that several women reported 
difficulty accessing health care services due to a 
lack of financial means to pay for medications and 
distance is also a clue into the potential reasons 
as to the high number of deaths among children 
in the communities. While preventative access to 
health seemed to be adequate, as evidenced through 
reports of the majority of children having received 
all of their immunizations and weight and height 
measurements having been recorded, one possible 
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Some women also mentioned the work that FIAN 
has done to support them as example of strategies 
to hold duty bearers accountable. Through the 
support of FIAN, Essakane communities have been 
able to present a parallel report during the Human 
Rights Council’s Universal Periodic Report of the 
State of Burkina Faso in Geneva and also took part 
in a tripartite meeting with the government and 
IAMGOLD. These events have begun to enable the 
communities to access recourse and accountability 
mechanisms.

Finally, women as well as other community members, 
including male community representatives, expressed 
numerous times during community meetings that in 
order for women to be able to make better use of 
existing recourse mechanisms, it would be necessary 
to engage in capacity building efforts to create a 
better understanding about their human rights. This 
need to know more about human rights and what it 
means to be a rights-holder was also made evident in 
the results of both the focus group discussions and 
the individual surveys, which showed that women 
did not have a clear understanding of their status 
as rights-holders. Furthermore, community members 
often did not seem to have a clear understanding of 
who was a duty-bearer and who had the obligation 
to realize their human rights. In line with this, it 
should also be noted that community members often 
viewed IAMGOLD as the provider of basic services and 
the communities’ demands were often directed at the 
company as opposed to the State of Burkina Faso.

Women’s Right to Recourse and 
Accountability Mechanisms

The right to remedies is guaranteed under Articles 2 
and 15 of CEDAW, Article 2 of ICCPR, and Article 25 
of the Protocol to ACHPR on the Rights of Women in 
Africa. This human right was explored during focus 
group discussions, where women were asked about 
their ability to access recourse and accountability 
mechanisms as a strategy to overcome the problems 
they face. The main vehicle used to access recourse 
and accountability mechanisms was through their 
interactions with their community representatives 
– who were then responsible for communicating 
community members’ grievances and demands to 
IAMGOLD, local government representatives, as well 
as other entities that had been supporting them in 
their struggle, such as FIAN. While women seemed 
to have been able to make their voices heard to their 
community representatives, many women during 
the focus group discussions also complained that 
community representatives have not been able to 
fully represent their views. Women in more than one 
community even threatened with taking matters into 
their own hands by marching to IAMGOLD themselves 
to make their grievances heard if their situation did 
not improve in the upcoming future. Many women 
also highlighted the need to approach the women 
themselves directly, and not solely through their 
representatives, when attempting to resolve issues 
that affect them. 
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in rural areas and those who have been displaced 
and relocated as a result of mining projects. 
Particular attention should be given to ensure 
physical accessibility to health care services in 
certain remote areas during the rainy season.

• Conduct an independent and broad investigation 
in regards the issues raised in this report, 
including the direct measurement of malnutrition 
in children in the Essakane communities through 
anthropometric methods.

• Conduct an independent and broad investigation 
in regards to the dispossession of natural and 
productive resources and their particular effects on 
women affected by mining and displacement in the 
Essakane communities to guarantee proper redress 
and compensation for losses. 

• Conduct an independent investigation of the lack 
of access to water by the Essakane communities.

• Respect, protect and fulfill children’s rights to 
education and health, in particular of those 
children affected by mining projects and the 
resulting displacement.

• Realize women’s access to justice when claiming the 
right to adequate food and nutrition, in particular 
as it pertains to rural women and women affected 
by mining and displacement. Take special care to 
address rights-holders’ lack of awareness of their 
human rights, their inability to claim rights while 
fighting for survival, their lack of economic and 
physical accessibility to judicial authorities and 
accountability mechanisms, and their potential 
fear of reprisal at family level.    

• Carry out a transparent and participatory process 
that ensures the inclusion of the viewpoints 
and propositions of affected communities and 
supporting civil society members to amend 
Burkinabé mining policies and laws. This process, 
which should be taken up by the current transitional 
government, should ensure that the revised mining 
code is coherent with international human rights, 
including women’s rights, and environmental rights 
and specifically deals with issues that pertain 

Chapter Six: Conclusion 
and Recommendations
The results of this project have demonstrated the 
precarious situation of women’s rights in Essakane, 
which can have a significant impact on the right 
to adequate food and nutrition of children in these 
communities. Women’s malnutrition, low birth 
weight, infant malnutrition, stunting and their dire 
consequences in adult life, are to a large extent due 
to the fact that women are denied the opportunity to 
study, to control their lives and bodies, to have access 
to the natural and productive resources to which they 
are entitled, to be well nourished, to define when 
and with who she wants to engage sexually, marry 
and eventually procreate – all of which have been 
exacerbated by the displacement the communities 
have endured. Furthermore, this report has shown 
that while women are rightly angry and frustrated 
about their situation, they also do not have a clear 
understanding of what it means to be a rights-holder 
and how their human rights are being violated, which 
together with the patriarchal environment in which 
they live results in their inability to access recourse 
mechanisms and make their voices heard in order 
to hold the State of Burkina Faso accountable in its 
obligations to respect, protect and fulfill the human 
rights of its population.

Recommendations to the State of Burkina 
Faso

• Promote gender equality and women’s empowerment 
in Burkina Faso, with a particular focus on rural 
communities, including taking steps to change 
underlying gender norms with the purpose of 
reducing gender-based discrimination, increasing 
women’s decision-making power, reducing 
gender-based violence, increasing awareness of 
women’s and children’s rights, building women’s 
leadership, fostering the development of collective 
consciousness around these important social issues 
and improving the nutrition situation of children.

• Ensure adequate access to reproductive and sexual 
health care for all, in particular for women and girls 
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to the displacement and relocation of affected 
communities, with a focus on women and children.

Recommendations to supporting non-
governmental organizations

• Support the implementation of women’s 
empowerment and gender equality strategies in 
the Essakane communities and other communities 
affected by mining and displacement.

• Support strategic meetings and collaborations 
between communities affected by mining in Burkina 
Faso and Africa more generally, including providing 
specific support to women’s groups affected 
by mining, to share experiences and formulate 
strategies to hold duty bearers accountable.

• Support communities affected by mining in Burkina 
Faso to engage in human rights monitoring and 
accountability efforts.

• Support the elaboration and submission by 
communities affected by mining of parallel reports 
to human rights treaty bodies during their periodic 
review of States that are involved in mining 
activities. Special support should be provided to 
the elaboration and submission of reports that 
document the specific effects of mining and 
displacement on women.

• Support ongoing efforts by civil society to ensure 
coherence with human rights of Burkinabé mining 
policies and laws. 

• Advocate for an investigation into the degree of 
involvement of all States in the mining activities 
in the Essakane region with the purpose of 
conducting an analysis of these States’ extra-
territorial obligations under the Maastricht 
Principles on Extraterritorial Obligations of States 
in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
and holding them accountable for violations of the 
displaced communities.
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context, duty-bearers have the obligation to provide 
effective and accessible recourse and accountability 
mechanisms36 for rights-holders to make their rights 
enforceable. 

The food sovereignty framework
The food sovereignty framework, which puts the 
people who produce, distribute and consume food at 
the centre of decisions on food systems and policies 
– of which women are key actors, is used to expand 
the framework for the human right to adequate food 
and nutrition by adding the element of peoples’ right 
to self-determination and placing women’s rights at 
the centre. This framework also seeks to address the 
artificial pervasive divide between food and nutrition 
and as such, reincorporates nutrition into the human 
right.

Centrality of women’s rights for the 
realization of the human right to adequate 
food and nutrition
Understanding the links between women’s rights37 and 
children’s rights when addressing the human right to 
adequate food and nutrition is seen as fundamental 
for the eradication of hunger and malnutrition. There 
is a strong relationship between women’s nutrition 
and the intergenerational cycle of growth failure,38 
which from a human rights perspective signifies 
that the causes of the failure of public policies and 
programs to tackle child malnutrition at least in part, 
if not primarily, revolve around the lack of attention 
to the women’s rights dimension in the human right 
to adequate food and nutrition. The concentration of 
public programs on “after the fact” interventions such  
as nutrition rehabilitation, exclusive breastfeeding, 
and supplementary feeding, even if fundamental  

36  For recognition of the core human rights principle of accountability in 
relation to the realization of the right to adequate food and nutrition, see 
paragraph 23 of ICESCR General Comment 12.

37  See the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women (CEDAW) and the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(CRC).

38  R. Shrimpton, “Maternal nutrition and the intergeneration cycle of 
growth failure,” in 6th Report on World Nutrition Situation, UNSCN, Geneva 
(2010), 62-75.

Annex I

Expanded framework for the 
human right to adequate food 
and nutrition33

The human rights framework
The central idea behind a human rights framework for 
addressing hunger and malnutrition is that ensuring 
adequate food and nutrition for all is not a question of 
charity but rather a legal entitlement – a right – held 
by all simply by virtue of being human, which imposes 
duties on the state to act and refrain from acting in 
certain ways, and to provide remedies when violations 
occur.34 This approach frames a relationship between 
rights-holders and duty-bearers and labels food as 
an entitlement, which can be claimed by individuals 
from the state. While a human rights framework 
asserts the state as the primary duty-bearer towards 
its population, other entities, such as corporations 
and international institutions, have human rights 
responsibilities and all states have extraterritorial 
obligations (ETOs) “to respect the enjoyment of 
the right to food in other countries, to protect that 
right, to facilitate access to food and to provide the 
necessary aid when required.”35 When implemented, 
a human rights framework requires that the principles 
of participation, accountability, non-discrimination, 
transparency, human dignity, empowerment and  
rule of law be at the centre of state action. In this  

33  For more detailed information on this expanded framework, see Valente 
F, Suárez-Franco AM, Córdova Montes RD. Chapter 6: The Right to Adequate 
Food and Nutrition: Integrating Gender, Nutrition and Food Sovereignty. 
In Bellows A, Lemke S, & Valente F, Gender, Nutrition, and the Right to 
Adequate Food: Towards an Inclusive Human Rights Framework. (New York: 
Routledge. Forthcoming in 2015).

34  These duties and entitlements have been codified in both broad and 
specific international, regional and sub-regional human rights instruments, 
frameworks and documents.

35  The Maastricht Principles on Extraterritorial Obligations of States in the 
Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. See Olivier De Schutter, et al., 
Commentary to the Maastricht Principles on Extraterritorial Obligations of 
States in the area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 34 Hum. Rts. Q. 
1084 (2012) (including the full text of the Principles).
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to guaranteeing food adequacy (nutritional, safety, 
and cultural), viability in procurement (access 
and availability), and sustainability of access.40 
Furthermore, the respect, protection and fulfillment 
of the right to adequate food and nutrition of children 
is seen as dependent upon the understanding of the 
unique intertwined relationship between women and 
children during pregnancy, childbirth, breastfeeding 
and young child feeding stages, which must be 
framed through the lens of women‘s fundamental 
human rights, including sexual and reproductive 
rights, throughout the life span. In this context, 
food and nutrition insecurity, malnutrition, and 
violations of the right to adequate food and nutrition 
are perceived as intrinsically linked to gender-based 
violence and discrimination, the lack of attention to 
women’s roles in the food system, and violations of 
women’s rights throughout their lifespans, including 
the right to education, to sexual and reproductive 
rights and self-determination in regards to marriage 
and whether and when to become pregnant.

40  It should be noted that this new matrix does not seek to eliminate 
the existing human rights standards related to the right to adequate food 
concept which include access, availability, adequacy, and sustainability, but 
rather complement and broaden it from a food sovereignty perspective.

for the child, places the center of the responsibility 
on the household and on the mothers, and ignores 
the role of governments as duty-bearers, with the 
obligation to respect, protect, promote, facilitate 
and provide the right to adequate food and nutrition 
and women’s rights throughout the life cycle. To 
aggravate the situation, policies often tend to make 
women invisible, in particular when these ignore the 
diversity of women’s roles throughout their life spans 
and instead reduce them to that of motherhood. 
Women are, in many official documents, viewed as 
“future mothers” from conception or birth onwards, 
and are often not taken into account in policies and 
programs in other phases of life or if they decide 
not to become mothers. Furthermore, insufficient 
attention is given to women’s nutritional status prior 
to conception and to the social conditions and role of 
adolescent pregnancy, which is often a result of child, 
early and forced marriage. This lack of public policy 
attention to the nutritional well-being of women and 
adolescent girls throughout their life spans results 
in the violation of their human rights, including 
the human right to adequate food and nutrition of 
women. 

Expanded framework for the human right to 
adequate food and nutrition
Under this expanded human rights framework that 
uses food sovereignty as a framework and regards 
women’s rights as central, violations of the human 
right to adequate food and nutrition refer to the 
breach of states’ obligations, including ETOs, to 
respect, protect and fulfill the normative principles 
of the right, which are sustainability, accessibility, 
adequacy and self-determination. This framework is 
distinct from the traditional food security framework39 
for the right to adequate food and nutrition, which 
does not include the self-determination component 
and solely concentrates on state obligations related  

39  See The Food Security Matrix developed by Asbjørn Eide, during his tenure 
as a member of the United Nations (UN) Sub-commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities.
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Annex II

Level of instruction Women Men

None 4 5

Literate 2 2

Primary 1 2

Koranic school 9 7

Total 16 16

Table 1:
Level of instruction of women (n=16)

Table 2:
Household composition (n=15)

Characteristics/variables

Socio-demographic 
characteristics

Size of household 
(Nb of individuals)

Size (Distribution)

Youth (Nb <15 years)

Ratio youth

Ratio schooled (7-14 
years)

Ratio participants in income-
generating activities (all)

Ratio participants in income-
generating activities (adults)

Youth 
(5 years < Nb < 15 years)

Category/unity

Household

3 - 6 indiv.

7 - 10 indiv.

11+ indiv.

Youth/Total

School/
not-school

Part./not-part.

Part./not-part.

Parameter

Median

%

%

%

Mean

Mean

Mean

Mean

Mean

Mean

(N)

15

2

8

5

15

15

15

8

15

15

Value

9

13,3

53,3

33,3

3,8

1,8

0,39

0,42

0,92

5,55
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Table 4:
Practice agriculture and other income-generating activities 
before and after displacement (n=16)

Income-generating activity Currently

10Agriculture

Livestock feeding

Other income-generating 
activities

Livestock raising

3

8

11

Before displacement

13

11

13

15

Table 3:
Use of agricultural products before and after displacement (n= 16)

Time

Currently

Before
displacement

Use

Sale

Self-consumption

Sale & 
self-consumption

Self-consumption

Sale

Sale & 
self-consumption

Agriculture

10 
(76.92%)

0

3 
(23.08%)

10 
(100%)

0

0

Livestock feeding

1 
(33.33%)

2 
(66.67%)

0

1 
(9.09%)

8 
(72.73%)

2 
(18.18%)

Livestock raising

0

3
(37.50%)

5
(62.50%)

0

7
(46.67%)

8
(53.33%)
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Table 5:
Household possessions (n=16)

Characteristics/variables

Agricultural possessions

Cattle

Carts

Animals to draw carts

Sheep

Goats

Plows

Animal possessions

Category/unity Parameter (N) Value

Yes % 10 62,5

No % 6 37,5

Yes % 1 6,25

No % 15 93,75

Yes % 12 75

No % 4 25

Yes % 12 75

No % 4 25

Yes % 7 43,75

56,25No % 9

Yes % 12 75

No % 4 25

Yields

N Higher Lower Similar

 N1 Value 
%

N2 Value 
%

N3 Value 
%

Millet 11 10 90,91   1 9,09

White sorghum 6 5 83,33   1 16,67

Red sorghum 9 9 100     

Corn 5 3 60 2 40   

Beans 10 9 90   1 10

Sesame 9 8 88,89   1 11,11

Ground nuts 9 8 88,89   1 11,11

Okra / Hibiscus 11 9 81,82 1 9,09 1 9,09

Table 6: Agricultural yields before displacement (n=16)
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Table 7: Agricultural activities and cereal production before and after displacement (n=16)

Currently Before displacement

Characteristics/ variables Category Para. N Value N Value

Agricultural activities 

Agriculture Yes % 10 62,5 13 81,25

 No % 6 37,5 3 18,75

Livestock raising Yes % 8 50 15 93,75

 No % 8 50 1 6,25

Livestock feeding Yes % 3 18,75 11 68,75

 No % 13 81,25 5 31,25

Income generating activities

 Yes % 11 68,75 13 81,25

 No % 5 31,25 3 18,75

Agricultural production

Millet Yes % 11 68,75 13 81,25

 No % 5 31,25 3 18,75

White sorghum Yes % 6 37,5 8 50

 No % 10 62,5 8 50

Red sorghum Yes % 9 56,25 10 62,5

 No % 7 43,75 6 37,5

Corn Yes % 4 25 6 37,5

 No % 12 75 10 62,5

Beans Yes % 11 68,75 12 75

 No % 5 31,25 4 25

Sesame Yes % 9 56,25 11 68,75

 No % 7 43,75 5 31,25

Ground nuts Yes % 9 56,25 11 68,75

 No % 7 43,75 5 31,25

Gardening Yes % 3 18,75 1 6,25

 No % 13 81,25 15 93,75

Okra / Hibiscus Yes % 11 68,75 13 81,25

 No % 5 31,25 3 18,75

Possession of arable lands

 Yes % 11 68,75   

 No % 5 31,25   
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Table 8: Housing and other possessions (n=16)

Characteristics/variables Category/unity Parameter (N) Value

Housing constructions

Roofs Sheets % 14 87,5

 Other % 2 12,5

Walls Concrete % 13 81,25

 Mud % 1 6,25

 Straw % 1 6,25

Floors Cement % 14 87,5

 Dirt/other % 2 12,5

Main source of light Batteries/lamps % 14 87,5

 Solar panels % 2 12,5

Table 9: Maternal and reproductive health (n=15)

Characteristics/ variables Category Para. N Value CI 95% 
Min

CI 95% 
Max

Maternal and reproductive health       

Age of mariage Years Mean 15 14,92 13 17

Age of first birth Years Mean 15 19,15 14 23

Number of live children Children Mean 15 6,1 1 10

At least one child dead Yes % 8 53,33   

No % 7 46,67   

At least one still-birth Yes % 3 20   

 No % 12 80   

At least one prenatal visit (youngest 
child)

Yes % 15 100   

 No % 0 0   

Number of visits 1 or 2 % 3 20   

 3 % 5 33,33   

 4 % 4 26,67   

 5 or more % 3 20   

Pregnancy stage during first visit 1st trimester % 1 6,67   

 2nd trimester % 12 80   

 3rd trimester % 2 13,33   

Took iron tablets during pregnancy Yes % 14 93,33   

 No % 1 6,67   

Post-natal consultation Yes % 12 80   

 No % 3 20   

Took vitamin A capsule after birth Yes % 9 75   

 No % 2 16,67   

 Do not know % 1 8,33   
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Table 10: Women’s health and rights (n=15)

Characteristics/ variables Category Para. N Value

Difficulties in accessing health     

Permission to go see health care 
provider

Yes % 0 0

 No % 15 100

Lack of money Yes % 1 6,67

 No % 14 93,33

Distance from health center Yes % 5 33,33

 No % 10 66,67

Not wanting to go alone Yes % 0 0

 No % 15 100

Table 11: Infant and child feeding and health practices (n=15)

Characteristics/ variables Category Para. N Value CI 95% 
Min

CI 95% 
Max

Infant and child feeding practices      

Sex of child Masculine % 11 73,33  

 Feminine % 4 26,67  

Administered liquid upon birth Yes % 11 73,33  

 No % 4 26,67  

Gave colostrum Yes % 15 100  

 No % 0 0  

Age of cessation of breastfeeding Months Mean 14 31,25 8 40

Age of introduction of porridge Months Median 14 6 2 24 

Continue taking porridge Yes % 14 93,33  

 No % 1 6,67  

Number of porridge /day 1 % 1 7,14  

 2 % 5 35,71  

 3 % 7 50  

 4+ % 1 7,14  

Age at introduction of water Months Mean 15 2,93 0 6

Age of introduction of family plate Months Median 13 6 5 30

Child eats separately Yes % 6 46,15  

 No % 7 53,85  

Someone helps child eat Yes % 6 46,15  

 No % 7 53,85   
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Table 12: Infant and child feeding and health practices (n=15)

Characteristics/ variables Category Para. N Value CI 95% 
Min

CI 95% 
Max

Child health

Has health card Yes % 12 80   

 No % 3 20   

Received all immunizations Yes % 12 80   

 No % 3 20   

Follows growth and weight Yes % 14 93,33   

 No % 1 6,67   

Number of weight/height measurements Sessions Median 11 4 1 15

Behavior when child is sick      

Health center Yes % 15 100   

 No % 0 0   

Traditional healer Yes % 1 6,67   

 No % 14 93,33   

Self-medication Yes % 3 20   

 No % 12 80   

Disease of child over last 12 months

Malaria Yes % 14 93,33   

 No % 1 6,67   

Diarrhea Yes % 15 100   

 No % 0 0   

Bronchitis Yes % 6 40   

 No % 9 60   

Malnutrition Yes % 3 20   

 No % 12 80   

Fever Yes % 15 100   

 No % 0 0   

Other (Cold/Cough) Yes % 10 73,33   

 No % 5 26,67   
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Table 13: Water and sanitation (n=15)

Characteristics / variables Category Para. N Value

Potable water Yes % 15 100

 No % 0 0

Situation of the water source In village % 13 86,67

 Out village % 2 13,33

Time to fetch water 0–1h % 9 60

 1h+ % 6 40

Person responsible to fetch water Woman % 7 46,67

 Child % 3 20

 Man % 4 26,67

Water sanitation Yes % 9 60

 Yes % 6 40

Waterborne diseases / 
last 6 months

Yes % 2 13,33

 No % 13 86,67

Waterborne diseases / 
last 2 semesters

Yes % 0 0

 No % 15 100

Toilets Yes % 11 73,33

 No % 4 26,67

Share toilets with other households Yes % 2 18,18

 No % 9 81,82
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