
 
 

 

  

 

    

              Hotline 

 
FIAN International 
Secretariat 
P.O. Box 10 22 43 
D-69012 Heidelberg 
Tel: + 49 .6221 653 0030 
Fax: + 49 .6221 830 545 
email: fian@fian.org 
http: www.fian.org 

 
0506HBRA                       18.04.2005 

Brazil: Malnutrition causes the death of indigenous children in Mato Grosso do Sul 
 

The number of starvation deaths among the indigenous Guarani- Kaiowá children in Mato Grosso do Sul 
keeps growing. In the two first months of this year, six persons who died of malnutrition in the indigenous 
reserve of Dourados were registered. Another five children died from hunger in the village of Amambai, 
in the municipality of Amambai.It is estimated that in total already 17 children under five years of age 
have died this year from under nutrition in the indigenous villages of Mato Grosso do Sul. The cause for 
this situation is the lack of land which results from land grabbing and destruction of the indigenous 
peoples` traditional land, and from the policy of restriction and the loss of freedom of movement. There 
has been a process of violence against these persons and against the indigenous populations´ forms of life. 
The forests where it is possible to hunt were destroyed by timber-merchants and the farmers´ tractors. The 
indigenous communities had used them to collect food like fruits, honey and raw material to construct 
houses and tools. 
The failure of the Brazilian government to protect the communities’ access to their land is a gross 
violation of human rights and has resulted in the starvation deaths of 17 indigenous children. It is 

very important to request President Lula to take urgent measures to solve the problem of hunger in 
the indigenous villages. Please send letters to President Lula together with copies to the Supreme 

Court and to the Human Rights Center “Mafaldo de Souza”.  

 
Historical Background 
In the state of Mato Grosso do Sul the population of Guarani-Kaiowá consists of nearly 27.500 persons. 
Traditionally, those indigenous people organized themselves in groups which wandered through an 
extended territory. For this people, the land where they live- which is called Tekoha- means “the place 
where we fulfil our way of being”. The wanderings of the Guarani- Kaiowá in their territory were marked 
by the search for the best place for the maintenance of their social organization and was also a peaceful 
form for solving conflicts among different indigenous groups.  
The situation of the Guarani- Kaiowá has deteriated since the beginning of the 1970s when the production 
of soy-beans entered Mato Grosso do Sul and increased the enclosures of the indigenous lands. With the 
mechanization of work, open spaces no longer exist. Between 1915 and 1928, some pieces of the 
indigenous land were demarcated at reduced sizes, but until the 1970s areas for indigenous peoples’ 
survival still existed. The Guarani-Kaiowá walked, hunted and picked up resources on the grounds of 
farms, and the edges of forests. In the 1980s, the physical restriction and the labour mechanization lead to 
the fact that the workforce of the Guarani is not used any longer. Being confined to a tiny piece of land 
has a special meaning in a culture like the Guarani. In the villages of Dourados it is impossible to move 
from one to another. Without this mechanism of solution of such tensions, the Guarani- Kaiowá turn to 
other mechanisms, like alcohol, internal violence and drugs. Without life perspectives, alcoholism 
increases and from the 1990s on, suicide rates have also been on the rise.  
The current land situation of the Kaiowá Guaraní is one of the worst among the indigenous territories in 
Brazil. Among their 45 recognized territories, 16 are completely without protection, only 15 are properly 
registered and 14 are still pending in the administration. To make things worse, the registered areas are 
small, totally barren lands covered with shrubs. The total indigenous territory covers some 100000 
hectars. 20% are in actually inhabited by the communities and the rest is occupied by cattle ranches and 
plantations of soy-beans. 
The suicides and also the recent cases of hunger and malnutrition which already killed at least six 
indigenous children of Dourados in 2005 are directly related to the reduced size of land left to the 
Guarani- Kaiowá. In order to address the problem, the public authorities distributed food and basic food 
baskets. The basic food baskets don´t take into account the Guarani´s specific food culture. The Guarani-
Kaiowás need opportunities to produce their own food again. They need to return to producing food in 



their own fields and they are in particular need of help to recover their lands and to have them registered 
and the invaders being removed. 
 
The mandate of FIAN  
Brazil is a state party to the International Covenant on Economic and Cultural Human Rights and thereby 
has undertaken the obligation to respect, protect and guarantee the human right to feed oneself of the 
indigenous people. The lack of land results from Brazil breaching its obligation to protect the traditional 
territories of the indigenous people of the Guarani-Kaiowá in Mato Grosso do Sul, which has led to the 
starvation deaths. Moreover, according to the mentioned Covenant, the Brazilian state is obliged to 
guarantee access to food so that the children will not starve. The food has to be acceptable in the context 
of their culture. 
 
End of the action:  June 18, 2005 
 
Addresses:  

Presidente do Brasil 
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva 
Palácio do Planalto 
Praça dos 3 Poderes 
Cep: 70.150-900 – Brasília/DF 
E-mail: 
protocolo@planalto.gov.br 
Fax: ++55-61-4112222 

Cópias para: Ministro Relator do 
Superior Tribunal de Justiça  
Arnaldo Esteves Lima  
SAFS – Quadra 06 – Lote 01 – Trecho 
III,  
Cep: 70.095-900 – Brasília 
E-mail: gab.Arnaldo.lima@stj.gov.br 
Fax: ++55-61-319-6322 

Centro de Defesa dos 

Derechos Humanos Mafal-
do de Souza 
Rua Barão do Rio Branco, 
Nº  2270, Centro CEP 
79.002173 Campo Grande –
MT – Brasil 
Fax ++55-67-30422335  
e-mail : 
cddhms@terra.com.br 

 
Translation of the proposed letter: 
Dear Mr. President, 
I am worried about the situation of the indigenous peoples in Brazil and especially about the Guarani- Kaiowás in the state of 
Mato Grosso do Sul. In the first two months of this year six deaths because of malnutrition in the indigenous reserve of Dourados 
were registered. Furthermore, five children in the village Amambai, municipality of Amambai, died of hunger. It is estimated that 
in this year´s first two months 17 children under the age of five died because of a lack of food in the indigenous villages of Mato 
Grosso do Sul.  
The reason for this situation is the lack of land which is a consequence of landgrabbing and destruction of the indigenous peoples´ 
traditional territories and the policies of restriction which prevent the liberty of movement of the indigenous communities. There 
has been a process of violence against the persons and against the Guarani- Kaiowás’ way of life. The forests where they could 
hunt were destroyed by timber-merchants and by the farmers´ tractors. There they could collect food like fruits, honey and raw 
material for the construction of houses and tools.  
Besides the deaths caused by hunger, it is estimated that the malnutrition in Mato Grosso do Sul affects at least 600 indigenous 
children in the villages. In the region of Amambai 180 children suffer problems resulting from insufficient food. In Japorã and 
Eldorado there are at least 220 children with nutrition problems. In the region of Grande Dourados live another 200 children.  
I take the liberty to write to Your Excellency, as Brazil is a State Party to the International Covenants on Human Rights of the 
United Nations (UNO), of the American Human Rights Convention, the Protocol of San Salvador and the ILO-Convention 169, 
and in this way has undertaken the obligations under international law to protect and guarantee the rights to land, food and 
especially the life of indigenous families.  
Because of the situation of hunger, malnutrition, and starvation deaths and because of the obligations of the Brazilian state, I ask 
your Excellency respectfully to adopt to the following measures to meet the r constitutional obligations:  

• Confirmation of the following lands: Nhande Ru Marangatu (municipality of Antônio João), Lima Campo (in Ponta 
Porã), Taquara (Juti), Ivycatu (Joporã), Guyraroka (Caaraopó), Kokueí (Ponta Porã), e Sucuriy (Maracajú). Besides the 
confirmation, you should turn these lands to be free from invaders. Half of the 29 pieces of land which belong to the 
process of regularization stays in a paralyzed process through any kind of judicial means. Revision of the limits of the 
small demarcated areas through the SPI at the beginning of the last century.  

• The conditions for the indigenous should change so that they can create their plantations, produce food and to recover 
their weakened lands of the ancient villages. These lands have been used without pause because of the lack of other 
cultivatable space. 

• Distribution of food which should be compatible with the culture of the Guaraní people. Clean and drinkable water in 
the villages. 

• In the medium and long run the environmental recovering of the destroyed areas needs to be planned, in order to 
rearrange the basic conditions of the Guaraní-Kaiowás’ way of life.  

Please keep me informed about the measures which were taken.  
Respectfully  
 

Please let us know about any reaction to your letters. 
 
 

 
 
 



Presidente da República  
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva 
Palácio do Planalto 
3o. Andar - Praça dos Três Poderes 
70150-900 - Brasília - DF – Brasil 
Fax: 0055 61 411 2222 
E-mail: protocolo@planalto.gov.br 
 
Excelentíssimo Presidente, 
 
Estou muito preocupado com a situação dos povos indígenas brasileiros e em especial dos Guarani-
Kaiowá do estado do Mato Grosso do Sul. Nos dois primeiros meses deste ano, foram registradas seis 
mortes por desnutrição na reserva indígena de Dourados. Além disso, mais cinco crianças morreram 
vítimas da FOME na aldeia Amambai, no município de Amambai. Estima-se nos dois primeiros meses 
deste ano, 17 crianças com menos de 5 anos morreram por falta de alimentos nas aldeias indígenas do 
Mato Grosso do Sul. 
Na raiz desta situação está na falta de terra, que é conseqüência do roubo e da destruição dos territórios 
tradicionais dos povos indígenas e da política de confinamento, causando a perda de liberdade dos 
indígenas. Houve um processo de violência contra as pessoas e contra as formas de vida das populações 
indígenas Guarani-Kaiowá. As matas, onde podiam caçar, foram destruídas pelos madeireiros e pelos 
tratores dos fazendeiros. Era lá que podiam coletar alimentos como as frutas, o mel e a matéria-prima para 
fazerem suas casas e o utensílio. 
Além dessas mortes causadas pela fome, estima-se que no Mato Grosso do Sul a desnutrição afeta pelo 
menos 600 crianças indígenas nas aldeias. Na região de Amambai há 180 crianças com problemas severos 
decorrentes da insuficiência na alimentação. Em Japorã e Eldorado existem pelo menos 220 crianças com 
problemas nutricionais. Na região da Grande Dourados são outras 200 crianças.  

Tomo a liberdade de escrever a Vossa Excelência, pois o Brasil é Estado Parte de Pactos Internacionais de 
Direitos Humanos da Organização das Nações Unidas (ONU) de la Convenção Americana sobre 
Derechos Humanos,  do Protocolo de San Salvador y do Convênio 169 da OIT, e, desta forma, 
assumiu compromissos no âmbito do direito internacional de proteger e respeitar os direitos à terra, à 
alimentação e em especial à vida das famílias indígenas.  
 
Em razão da situação de fome, desnutrição, inclusive de morte, e dos compromissos do Estado brasileiro, 
solicito respeitosamente que Vossa Excelência que adotem as seguintes medidas, cumprindo assim suas 
obrigações constitucionais:  
 
• Regularização e retirada urgente dos não índios das seguintes terras indígenas: Nhande Ru Marangatu 

(município de Antônio João), Lima Campo (em Ponta Porã), Taquara (Juti), Ivycatu (Japorã), 
Guyraroka (Caarapó), Kokueí (Ponta Porã) e Sucuriy (Maracajú). Além da homologação, tornar essas 
terras livres de invasores. Das 29 terras que estão em processo de regularização, metade está com 
processos paralisados mediante alguma medida judicial. Revisão dos limites das pequenas áreas 
demarcadas pelo SPI no início do século passado. 

• Condições para os indígenas voltarem a fazer suas roças, a produzir alimentos e para recuperar as 
terras enfraquecidas das aldeias antigas. Estas terras têm sido utilizadas sem descanso por causa da 
falta de outros espaços cultiváveis.  

• Ação de distribuição de alimentos que sejam compatíveis com os hábitos alimentares da cultura dos 
povos Guaranis. Água limpa e potável nas aldeias. 

• Programação, a médio e longo prazo, de recuperação ambiental das áreas devastadas, na perspectiva 
de recompor as condições básicas do modo de ser e de viver  dos povos Guarani-Kaiowá  

 
Por favor, mantenha-me informado das medidas que forem tomadas.  
 
Respeitosamente 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cc. Ministro Relator do Superior Tribunal de Justiça Arnaldo Esteves Lima 


